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do is to remember that the economic
ally ill-educated are l ikely to benefit 
more from the experts advice of the 
expert makes an effort to understand 

the situation better and communicate 
w i th greater clarity and humil i ty . For 
the expert also, the long-run benefits 
of doing so far out-weigh the advant

age of immediate publicity. A n d that 
goes for ai l those who have the good 
fortune of belonging to the great com
munity of scientists. 

Agro-Industrialists 
An Emerging Class 

Pragmatist 
" T E L L me whether the eco-

nomist is from Gujarat or 
Maharashtra and I w i l l tell you 
what his views are.'' This has 
been a common saying and not 
without an element of t ruth. Ask any 
economist from Gujarat and he w i l l say, 
"leave it to the traders. They know 
best, and you can rely on the leading 
traders to impose a fair code and see 
to it that it is observed." The Maha-
rashtrian economist, on the other hand, 
almost without exception, w i l l be horri
fied at this suggestion. "How can you 
trust a trader?" he wi l l ask —"The State 
must take over and control the entire 
chain of distribution, say, in food-
grains, from the producer to the u l t i 
mate consumer". 

Like all witticisms, this kind of talk 
has an element of exaggeration and no 
sweeping statement need be accepted 
at its face value, anyway. Neverthe
less, there is an element of truth also 
in such talk. In Gujarat, the middle 
class, from which so many economists 
come, engage widely in business. A l 
most every other family has someone 
or other in business and laissez faire 
is the common economic philosophy. 
In Maharashtra, agriculture and service 
are the main occupations and business 
is largely in non-Maharashtrian hands 
or was, until recently. The prevailing 
opinion is, therefore, anti-business 
and socialism finds a ready soil. One 
may go farther and say that Maharash-
trians do not like that businessmen 
should be given a free hand because it 
wi l l benefit the Gujaratis, though it 
may not be true to say that Gujaratis 
are allergic to socialism because they 
do not like to give undue power to 
the Maharashtrian bureaucrats. In the 
rest of the country also, one supports 
free enterprise or socialism according 
as one belongs to a business or non
business caste or community. The pub
lic debate between free enterprise 
and socialism might be couched 
in ideological terms but the basic mo
tivations of the supporters or oppon
ents have their roots in caste or com
munity rather than class considera
tions. 

During the last ten years or more, 
especially after the separation of Gu
jarat from Maharashtra, certain chan
ges have been taking place in the 
professional interests of the dominant 
groups in Gujarat and Maharashtra 
and along wi th this, there has been 
also a significant change in their 
outlook, especially among those 
who live in the interior. As Gujaratis 
are playing an increasing role in Gov
ernment and administraton, they are 
showing greater readiness to accept 
certain socialistic concepts. And as 
Maharashtrians are filling up some 
of the vacuum in trade and industry 
left by the Gujaratis, there is a 
rising school of pro-Jaissez faire in
tellectuals in Maharashtra. The deve
lopment of cooperative enterprises in 
Anand-Surat in Gujarat and in Sangli-
Satara in Maharashtra is an interest
ing example of the shift from 
the right and left to the middle re
presented by cooperatives. The pro
cess of change has just begun and it 
is too early to forecast future 
trends. But there are distinct signs 
that political and economic power has 
started to shift from Bombay wi th its 
Gujarati businessmen and Maharash-
trian professional classes to the heart
lands of Gujarat and Maharashtra 
where a new dominant class is fast 
coming into prominence. This class 
is now seeking to use the state power 
to further its own economic interests 
and is learning to use the economic 
strength thus gained to enhance its 
political control. This is the new class 
of farmers turned into businessmen 
and managers, through the instru
mentality of agro-industries like sugar 
factories, oi l mills and cotton gins, 
especially of the cooperative type. 

To what extent the behaviour of 
this class wi l l differ from that of the 
old type businessman or the tradi
tional professional class st i l l remains 
to be seen. But there is a distinct 
possibility that the emergence of 
this class w i l l be a significant factor in 
the Indian political scene in the 
not too distant future, not only in Ma
harashtra but also in a number of 

other States. One result may well be 
to reduce the influence that city-based 
business and professional classes ex
ercise to-day, either through their 
money or through their organisational 
strength. At one time it appeared as 
though the imposition of land ceilings 
would force most of the rural elite to 
migrate to urban areas and thus 
weaken the influence of the rural i n 
terests in Indian politics. But if an 
increasing number of agro-industries 
like sugar mills, pulp factories, dist i l-
leries, o i l mills, cotton gins, spinning 
factories, etc, get established in rural 
areas, especially through cooperatives 
of farmers as in Maharashtra and Gu
jarat, not only, is this migration likely 
to be stopped but a new elite attract
ed to the rural areas. The strength
ening of the rural elite w i l l gain for 
them intellectual and organisational 
support and the development of agro-
industries on cooperative lines should 
provide the finances to run the rural 
lobbies in the legislatures which may 
have quite far reaching consequence 
for Indian politics. 

The future political leaders of India 
may well come not from the business 
and professional classes of the Gate
way but from the organisation men of 
the heartland — men of the type who 
are today developing the processing 
and marketing cooperatives in Maha
rashtra and Gujarat. The political im
portance of the urban trade union 
leaders is also likely to be over
shadowed by this new group. The 
proletarian majority w i l l then be fac
ing not a capitalist minor i ty but a 
strongly entrenched group of farmer-
industrialists who w i l l combine the 
manpower of the farmer w i t h the 
money power of the latter. It is too 
early to say what the basic economic 
philosophy of this new class w i l l be. 
But one thing is certain, namely, that 
i t w i l l be less doctrinnaire than that 
of the older Gujarati and Maharash-
trian schools. After all the heartland 
is not only less exposed to winds from 
across the seas, it is also more sus-
ceptible to the indigenous (or poly
theistic) way of life — both for good 
and e v i l 
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