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All over the world, says the author, the British arc busy 'selling" Pakistan. It is not just that British news-
papers and diplomats do it, but thousands of Englishmen wherever then have a chance to do so put in a good 
word for Pakistan and spread terminological and logical inexactitudes about 'the Hindus' by which they mean 
India. 

This is a situation which Indian diplomats, mostly brought up in the 'gin and tonic' tradition, an' rather 
diffident to tackle. It is time we took a lesson or two from countries, like the UAR, which do not suffer from 
the over-politeness and inferiority complex that afflict our diplomats when they deal with the British. 

Y E S T E R D A Y while lunching at a 
restaurant in the "capital city of a 

South-Hast Asian country, I was silting 
within earshot of another table and 
could not help eavesdropping on some 
interesting conversation. At the other 
table was a group of about 10 people, 
all but one Iocal officials military and 
civil— the one exception being a Eng
lishman, obviously some kind of a func
tionary in a local military or a civil 
technical assistance job receiving an in
formal farewell from friends who were 
wining and dining him. After a couple 
of cocktails the Englishman became 
eloquent and started quite a talk on the 
India-Pakistan issue. The burden of his 
eloquence was simply this: "Kashmir" 
represented the one unfinished business 
of the British in India. Kashmir is pre
dominantly Muslim, so it should have 
in all justice gone to Pakistan. But 
"Hindu" India grabbed it and is now 
bullying Pakistan to accept a fait ac-
comp/i. The Hindus who pretend to 
democracy arc against a plebiscite; and 
Pakistanis who are being libelled as un
democratic are asking for nothing more 
than self-determination! 

A familiar stance- an all too familiar 
argument. 

The story in that setting sounds so 
simple, so plausible. I have encounter
ed this kind of scene in areas as wide 
as the British presence- in America, 
Asia, Africa, Latin America. I have 
heard myriad British throats selling 
Pakistan as they have taken to the de
nunciation of 'Hindu' India by innuen
do and perversion of facts. It is not 
just that newspapers and diplomats do 
it , but thousands of little Englishmen 
wherever they have a chance to do so 
put in a good word for Pakistan and 
spread terminological and logical inex
actitudes about "the Hindus" by which 
they mean India. 

The little Englishman who has lost 
his colonies but not yet his colonial 
mind has an obsessive hatred of India 
and of the Hindus (may be an uncon
scious one) because these were the peo

ple who spearheaded movements leading 
to the liquidation of the British Em
pire. He has a natural sympathy for 
the men who call themselves Pakistanis 
today because in his hour of peril in 
India they displayed their patriotism! 
by standing aloof from the freedom 
fight or even joining hands with the 
British reactionaries. The British never 
really liked the development of close 
relations between India and the USA. 

The Americans, believe that it is the 
British who have thrust greatness on 
them before they were ready for it. 
With all their wealth and their fact-
gathering capacity the Americans have 
an inferiority complex about their own 
diplomatic competence and their capa
city to understand other people—espe
cially the people of Asia. They saw a 
father image (perhaps I should say a 
mother image, the mom being the real 
boss in an American home!) in Wins
ton Churchill and have a nervous ap
prehension of large power vacuums left 
behind by retiring imperialisms! They 
think they badly need some political 
and diplomatic crutches and they think 
that the British are such a crutch! 

They have, therefore, developed spe
cial relations with the old Hon of the 
United Kingdom even though it has 
lost most of its teeth and has grown 
thoroughly cynical with age. This spe-
cial relation has cost the Americans 
dearly. In Europe it produced de Gaulle 
and in Asia it is losing them many-
friends but the Americans do not know 
how to run their responsibilities with-
out the British uncle holding their 
hand in crisis situations. They look 
upon themselves as junior sheriffs un
able to act without the old. sheriffs 
guidance. In the UN, in Nato, in the 
World Bank and IMF, in SEATO, 
Cento and so on the two sheriffs sit and 
do business together. Not that they do 
not have their internal fights and jeal
ousies (they are, indeed, countries 
which are so unlike each other in many 
ways) but in the presence of Others 
they make up their little quarrels. 

In this situation, the American dilem
ma is that even if America wants to 
build up an accord with "Hindu" India 
it is scared by the look of old Mother 
Hubbard who keeps nagging in the bed
room that Pakistan isn't all that lousy; 
that after all it has been a good mis
tress of all the western countries; that 
its flirtation with Mao is just the reflec
tion of a love-hate complex, born of 
an excess of love for the west, which 
America has betrayed by too "speedy" 
rearmament of India; that the best way 
to deal with both these countries is 
the good old British remedy of starv
ing them into submission; and that 
when this is not necessary anymore, 
Pakistan should be built up again by 
over-compensating aid so that the rela
tive smallness of the country may be 
made up by the largeness of its equip-
ment to help maintain a "balance" of 
power parity in the Indian ocean area. 
Otherwise "Hindu" India may interfere 
with the west's life-line to Australia 
and the Far East and Europe, and the 
British and the Americans will have 
trouble being sheriffs in this par; of the 
world. 

Old Mother Hubbard thought Pak
istan should have submarines but was 
shocked when India asked for one, and 
wondered why non-violent India should 
have anything to do with submarines at 
all. She has been pulling uncle-Sam by 
the coat-tails to keep him away from 
giving wings and arms to India beyond 
the point that acutely" displease Pak
istan. A very influential British weekly 
once wrote a lengthy exhortation aga-
inst India's foolish venture in busing 
submarines from Russia and ended with 
the silly sentence; "In any case, it is 
not good to do this because Pakistan 
won't like i t " . I am really serious; it 
said exactly that. 

So the problem for us and for Ame
rica is that, that accord which is neces
sary is not so easy to achieve so long 
as uncle Sam maintains his special re
lation with Mother Hubbard. Our dip
lomats who are all junior lads brought 
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