
FROM THE LONDON END 

Facing Up to Ian Smith 
A S the Rhodesian situation relent-

lessly unfolds with the inevita
bility of a Greek tragedy, it is 
becoming increasingly obvious that 
the measures and tactics so far em
ployed by Harold Wilson to deal 
with the situation will not be adequate 
to stop the rot and overthrow the 
rebellious Smith Government which, 
eleven days after its illegal seizure of 
power, has now overcome any linger
ing doubts and is increasingly con
fident of its ultimate success. There 
is no doubt that the manner in which 
the British Prime Minister made it 
quite clear that he would not con
template the use of force, inevitably 
strengthened Ian Smith's conviction 
that in these circumstances he would 
be able to get away with Unilateral 
Declaration of Independence. 

Crisis Helps Wilson 
The most urgent question now is 

whether Wilson's strategy is going to 
pay off. On the face of it, his own 
standing in the U K has risen consi
derably with the latest Daily Mail 
opinion poll giving the Labour Party 
a lead of 18,5 per cent over the Con
servatives, and this is undoubtedly a 
reflection of his handling of the 
Rhodesian crisis. The general im
pression is that Wilson has moved from 
being a mere Party leader to a na
tional leader, unwilling to take mi l i 
tary action against Britian's kith and 
kin in Rhodesia and yet determined 
to take every possible legal step to 
bring the rebellious Government to 
heel. But it is becoming more and 
more obvious that the measures so 
far taken are not by themselves 
sufficient. and disillusion is bound to 
creep in with its inevitable reaction 
on the opinion polls. At this rate, 
the struggle with the illegal Rhodesian 
Government will be a long drawn out 
one with little hope of an early set
tlement and with all the consequential 
bitterness which the existence of 
Smith's Government wil l bring to the 
African continent, 

Wilson's gamble has been that as 
the sanctions imposed by Britain and 
now, as a result of the latest United 
Nations resolution, by the rest of the 
world, begin to bite, the unity behind 
Smith will break up and his party 
will be ousted, and there will be a 
new chance for Britain to set up a 
constitutional government in Rhodesia, 
This raises the whole question of how 
effective sanctions can, in practice, 

turn out to be and whether, even with 
the United Nations' backing, they 
can be fully implemented in a way 
that wi l l really hurt. It is in this 
connection that the argument that 
sanctions should not be punitive be
comes really illogical. Surely what 
is wanted are sanctions that wi l l work 
quickly and bite deeply, rather than 
long drawn out ineffectual sanctions 
which can only tend to increase bad 
feelings on both sides without achiev
ing the object for which they were 
introduced. 

A Showdown Inevitable 
It is now beginning to look as if 

the bipartisan approach to Rhodesia 
will soon crumble because the Con
servative Party has made it clear (as 
a result of severe pressure from its 
Right Wing) that i t wi l l not, neces
sarily, back "punitive sanctions". 
There have already been rumblings 
over the application of tabacco sanc
tions, and the imposition of oil sanc
tions is bound to bring violent opposi
tion. At the same time, Wilson is 
being pressed very severely by his 
own Left Wing to take more effective 
action, more punitive sanctions, and 
indeed, not to rule out the use of 
force. It now seems possible that a 
showdown on Rhodesia between the 
two Parties cannot long be postponed. 
Heath will certainly have a difficult 
time preserving Conservative unity on 
this emotive subject. While Sir Alec-
Douglas Home, Maudling and Dun
can Sandys have given a large measure 
of support to the Prime Minister, 
Heath has not been as unequivocal 
and downright in his starements on 
Rhodesia; so it still remains to be 
seen what the impact of Rhodesia 
will be on internal British politics. 

Turning now to the question of 
sanctions, it must be admitted that 
even the most enthusiastic supporters 
of economic sanctions realise that it 
takes time to make them effective, 
and time is certainly not on the side 
of Wilson. Sanctions so far imposed 
will take some time to work, although 
theoretically Rhodesia with an eco
nomy heavily dependent on trade and 
financial relations with the outside 
world, and the Sterling Area in 
particular, is acutely vulnerable to 
economic sanctions. One-third of 
Rhodesia's national product is ex
ported and more than two-thirds of 
her exports enjoyed Commonmealth 
preference. The table below shows 

Tobacco and Sugar 

Tobacco, on which a sanction has 
now been imposed, provided over 
one-quarter of Rhodesia's external 
earnings in 1964. Perhaps even more 
serious, it was the Rhodesian branches 
of London.based banks which provid
ed nearly all the bank credit which 
financed local farmers, commerce and 
industry. How will the ban on to 
bacco and sugar affect Rhodesia? 
The country earns some £24 million 
from these two exports. The impact 
on tobacco cannot hope to take i m 
mediate effect, as the present crop 
has been sold and it will be many 
months before the next crop is up for 
sale. The position with regard to 
sugar is slightly different. Sugar is 
already in world surplus and Rhodesia 
will feel the pinch of having to sell at 
the world price of £18 a ton rather 
than the Commonwealth price of 
£47 a ton. Again, the American 
action in banning the import of this 
year's Rhodesian sugar quota will also 
hurt. 9,500 tons of Rhodesian sugar 
are already on the way to America, 
but these wil l now not be accepted. 
America also buys at a price higher 
than the world price—6.85 cents a 
lb as against the prevailing free market 
price of under 2 cents. As a result 
of the American ban, the Rhodesians 
now stand to lose almost $1 million 
in sugar revenues. 

So far, Rhodesia has been extreme
ly sceptical over the whole question 
of economic sanctions, and even the 
United Nations resolution calling for 
oil sanctions has not affected the Ian 
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Smith Government, and indeed, with 
the exception of some of the more 
serious-minded businessmen, the gene
ral Rhudesian mood is excessively 
confident, particularly in view of the 
support promised to them by the 
South African Government which 
could make it difficult for sanctions 
to operate. 

Zambia's Predicament 
The United Nations resolution "culls 

on all States to do their utmost in 
order to break all economic relations 
with Southern Rhodesia, including an 
embargo on oil and -petroleum pro
ducts." The main supplier of oil to 

"Rhodesia is Iran who will have in be 
asked to slop crude exports to Rho
desia which are only a minute fraction 
of her total exports. Most of Rho
desia's oil is processed at the relinery 
at Umlali which is owned by a num
ber of international oil companies 

B P and Shell own 31 per cent and 
the bulk of the remainder is divided 
among Mobil, Caltex and other US 
companies. The refinery could be 
ordered to reline any crude oil it can 
get, even from sources other than 
its own parent company, under the 
threat of a possible Rhudesian take
over. Rhodesia already has a month's 
supply of oil, and has also arranged 
to obtain supplies from Portugal, and 
is, therefore, confident of being able 
to stand up to these sanctions. 
Moreover, Rhodesia only depends 
upon oil for one-quarter of her total 
energy needs, and with her Wankie 
coal and the Kariha hydro electric 
power, industry could still carry on, 
and of course, Rhodesia's trump 
card is the immediate impact that such 
sanctions would have on Zambia, 
particularly as Zambia is dependent 
on Rhodesia for Kariba power. 
Wankie coal, Umlali oil, and a 

large proportion of her food and 
manufactured imports. In order to 
deal with the problem of Zambia, 
Malcolm McDonald, as Her Majesty's 
Government's special representative 
in Fast and Central Africa, is on his 
way to Lusaka. Norman Kipping, 
former Director-General of the Fe 
deration of British Industries, is also 
in Lusaka at the request of the 
British Government "to look gene
rally at Zambia's economy". At THE 
moment it. therefore appears as if 
Zambia wil l have more in fear in 
the repercussions of sanctions than 
Rhodesia. 

The Iogic OF events seems to 
prove that nothing short armed inter
vention will really succeed in bring
ing down the rebel Government, and 
the snoner the British Government 
realises this and Lakes strung action, 
the better it will be. 

De Gaulle's Rule By Referendum 

EARLIER this month Georges Poz-
pidou, the French Prime Ministerr 

invited his cabinet to lunch for having 
sel a record by slaying in office longer 
than any other French Government in 
recent years. T i l l General de Caulle 
ushered in the fifth Republic in 1958, 
Governments in post-war France rarely 
lasted more than nine months. Beliad 
this new-found stabilily is the over-
shadowing figure of the General, rather 
than Gaullist trappings like the nuclear 
force de lrappe. The General knows 
very well that without him, the futare are 
of CanIIism is in doubt. This partly ex
plains his decision, announced on Nov
ember 4, to run for re-election to the 
Presidency for another seven-year term. 
The 75 -year old General is expected to 
win the election which is due In be 
held on December 5. 

De Gaulle's decision to run for re
election is proof that his policies have 
not taken root in France and that he 
fears tilings will fall apart again in his 
absence. Here is a paradox — the man 
is accepted, but his policies are not, to 
the same extent at least. This is to be 
explained in terms of de Gaulle's spe
cial, technique of power. 

De Gaulle has abandoned Algeria: he 
has defied America, France's benefac
tor fur many years; he has slammed 
the dour of the EEC in the face of 
Britain; and he is spending record s'inis 
on defence now when France is not 

at war. In all these controversial n.al
ters, de Gaulle bus carried the nation 
with him, Any explanation of his 
strength in terms of the weakness of  
the French for military men and the 
General's war-time record as Resistance 
Leader are hardly adequate. They do 
not explain why General Salan was al
lowed to be tried as a common oritai
nal, without much protest, except from 
the extremist SDA. 

The real explanation has to be sought 
in de Gaulle's political skill. By his 
own Constitution the President is sup
posed hi be "above the parties" and an 
"arbiter". But he has interpreted his 
conslitutional position to suit himself. 
De Gaulle's "direct approach" to the 
people through the referendum, person
al tours, the TV and the radio appecr. 
ances and what is euphemistically term
ed as his "Ioud thinking", which is re
ported widely in the press, is the spcret 
of his personal rule. Through these 
means he has managed to get his ac
tions confirmed by the people. 

He has used the referendum most 
effectively. He has resorted, to if four 
limes since he came in power in 1958. 
The first referendum, in Otober 1958, 
was to get his Constitution approved: 
the second, held in January 1961, was 
over the granting of self-determination 
for the Algerians; the third, in April 
1962, was to approve the Algerian 
peace-terms; and the last, held in Oct

ober 1962, was over the issue of popu
lar Presidential elections. It is interest-
ing to note in retrospect that the Gene
ral who was called in power in save 
Algeria fur France made the French 
confirm his decision to the contrary in 
two successive referendums. 

De Gaulle has a knack of handing 
the referendums. Take the last one 
which approved the direct election of 
future Presidents: de Gaulle made full 
use of the State information media to 
deliver the message that he stands for 
order against the chaos that will he 
France's if they vole for the "unknown" 
as against the "known", meaning him
self. Then there was the threat that un
less the French electorate not only voted 
"yes" in the referendum, but did so by 
a massive margin "my task will be End
ed, immediately and irrevocably". "But 
if, as I hope, as I am sure, you answer 
me 'yes' once more, then I shall be 
confirmed by all of you in the burden 
I bear". If "the majority of 'yesses' is 
small. mediocre and uncertain", he 
would resign! As one of the political 
commentators said: "the threat has 
been mails with such emphasis that a 
vole for or against the Constitutional 
changes is indeed a vole for or against 
de Gaulle. And although no one can 
foresee exactly what would happen 
should de Gaulle retire to Colombey-
vole will be for de Gaulle and against 
Les-den Eglises, the odds are that the 
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