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compulsion is great to de-link the 
controversy over Kashmir from an in
volved past. The proposition does not 
endanger the security of the North-
West, for military investment would 
continue on the same scale as before. 
Politically, too, the debate with the 
world would be conducted at a heal-

.thier, clearer and more persuasive 
level And, economically, on the basis 
of a crash programme, a more funda
mental impact could be made on the 
development of the Valley. 

It is strange that we are so apathe
tic about the need for political initia
tives on Kashmir when so much time 
and energy is expended in accommo
dating the Nagas — or, in fact, Phizo. 
Or is our apathy based upon our confi
dence that the Kashmiri wi l l for ever 
remain docile? It would be most short

-sighted to allow angry demonstrations 
to force the peace of political change. 
The agitation now confined to a few 
urban centres could spread to the rural 
areas, We should certainly not lag be
hind developments. Given political 
courage, there is no reason why Kash
mir cannot become the real corner
stone of our secular unity — and, pos
sibly, a bridge in the future with an 
enlightened Pakistan. 

Admittedly, many problems are 
pressing on us. Military observers, 
studying the details of the conflict just 
concluded, are now inclined to dismiss 
the claim that the Pakistani army's 
teeth have been taken out. Economists, 
more acutely aware of the consequen
ces of so-called free food and free aid, 
are disturbed by the tendency in the 
GOI to accept the inevitability of de
pendence on U S PL 480 supplies des
pite the talk about self-reliance. Plan
ners, studying the budgetary position 
and the foreign exchange crisis, have 
been startled by the reluctance of the 
Cabinet to impose any fresh tax bur
dens in what wil l be an election year. 
Political pundits, conscious of the ex
istence of a serious political vacuum, 
cannot but take note of the attempt 
being made to purge the Congress Par
ty of all ideology. Against this back
ground, it may seem unreal to under
line the unfinished business of linguis
tic reorganisation in the North and 
North-West. Yet, this business wil l 
have to be given high priority — if 
only in the interests of secular conso
lidation .and security. 

The Prime Minister skilfully ration
alises his own lack of commitments 
and perspectives by preaching the need 
for pragmatism. But pragmatism also 
demands a proper programme linked to 
tactical and strategic objectives, It is 
not something fashioned on stray ad

vice and hunches, nor does it become 
purposeful by exhortation through slo
gans. The millions who flock to listen 
to the Prime Minister are looking for 
a policy which makes good sense. They 
are lost in a political vacuum and 
hope for a lead. The patriotic upsurge 
of the last few weeks is a pointer. 

FROM THE LONDON END 

EFTA and European Integration 
fTOPES of bridge-building between 

EFTA and the European Econo
mic Community raised by the British 
at the Vienna meeting of EFTA have 
been dimmed by the crisis in the Kuro-
pean Common Market. This was made 
abundantly clear at the recent meeting 
of EFTA. Although the main aim of 
EFTA is to keep the door open, no 
step forward can be taken until the 
Common Market crisis has been re
solved, and it is now becoming increas
ingly clear that the French are unwill
ing to make any move until after De
cember 5, the date of the presidential 
election. 

The latest EFTA meeting passed off 
smoothly enough. The members have 
come to accept the necessity of the 
British import surcharge. The statement 
by the British delegation that no guar
antee could be given as to when it 
would be removed and that there was 
no intention of reducing the surcharge 
at present, was taken comparatively 
calmly by the other members. In any 
case, the surcharge will have to be re
moved by the end of 1966. 

From Britain's point of view, an im
portant fact was the announcement by 
Portugal that it would make a 20 per 
cent reduction in the import tariff on 
"completely knocked-down" British 
cars, a step that the UK has been press
ing strongly for a long time. Britain 
has requested an all-round cut in 
duties on British cars imported into 
EFTA countries. The urgent need for 
this is shown by figures of foreign 
cars sold in one EFTA country, Den
mark, where German and Swedish 
makes are overwhelmingly in the lead, 
with only one British car listed in the 
first ten. 

The only new move at the meeting 
was the application by Yugoslavia for 
possible association with EFTA, A high 
Yugoslav Government official came 
specially from Belgrade to make the 
request. Yugoslavia has already made a 
request to the Common Market for 
some form of Grading arrangement. She 
has also applied recently for full mem-

Brave talk no doubt, has its value. 
But a nation cannot live on it. It 
must have the inspiration of a mission. 
If this is recognised by the Prime Min-
ister and his colleagues, the challenges 
will not appear so forbidding and the 
responses wilt be more dynamically 
enunciated. 

bership of GATT and is already disso
ciated with COMECON. Therefore, not 
loo much significance can be attached 
to this approach. 

EFTA itself has now practically 
reached the end of the road. Founded 
in 1939 by those countries that could 
not, or would not, accept the political 
obligations of the Treaty of Rome, 
their sole common interest: has been 
the threat to their exports posed by 
the high external tariffs of the Com
mon Market, This set in process a mo
tion to establish a free trade area 
among its members. So effectively has 
this limited organisation worked that 
by the end of 1966 tariffs wilUdis-
appear among member-countries and 
free trade will have been established. 

While economic considerations make 
some form of integration between the 
two tariff blocs in Europe a necessity, 
there is little enthusiasm at the moment 
on the part of the Common Market 
countries. In EFTA itself, while the 
British were originally enthusiastic the 
other members are by no means unani
mous in their support. Switzerland, for 
example, has no desire to be integrated 
with the Common Market, particularly 
in view of the political implications of 
the Rome Treaty. Sweden too, with 
her own policy of neutrality, is not 
anxious for any very close ties. On the 
other hand, Denmark is in favour of 
full integration between the two blocs. 
Austria has already made its own ap
proach to the Common Market, having 
applied for associate membership; and 
should Britain draw closer to ECM, it 
is more than likely that Norway would 
follow suit. 

But the basic problem of Common 
Market tariffs which act as a .vrious 
barrier to the development of uade 
remains. This is the reason why. des
pite unfavourable conditions, feelers 
were still put out at the EFTA con
ference to the Common Market. At the 
conclusion of the meeting, the Chair
man of the EFTA Council of Minis
ters, handed over to the Ambassadors 
of the six Common Market countries, 
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an aide memoire whose object was to 
bring formally to the notice of the Six 
that EFTA was ready to start some 
form of discussion on specific problems 
and rtiat EFTA Governments were con
vinced that the prospect of achieving 
their final goal—a wider European 
market—would be considerably improv
ed if a dialogue were established bet
ween the two trading blocs "at all pos
sible levels". 

At the meeting of the Western Euro
pean Union at The Hague on Novem
ber 4 the British Foreign Secretary is 
to report to the Common Market coun
tries on EFTA's desire for further con
tacts with the Six. This is a problem 
which cannot be shelved too long. 
Some action will have to be taken by 
other European countries, whether the 
Common Market overcomes its current 
difficulties or not. EFTA's only hope 
of expanding is to annex the Common 
Market, without France, in an extend
ed European Free Trade Area, It is 
understood that the Common Market 
Five are meeting to work out tentative 
plans for going it alone without France, 
if General de Gaulle boycotts EFTA's 
latest invitation for him and the Six 
to examine the predicaments of the 
European communities. 

In marked contrast to the British en
thusiasm for bridge-building in Vienna, 
the British delegation at the latest 
Copenhagen meeting of EFTA was 
quietly back-pedalling to avoid any 
open affront to French feelings which 
might prejudice a number of joint 
Franco-British projects at this moment 
of crisis in the Common Market. Gene
ral de Gaulle has seized on the agri
cultural issue for a fundamental reap
praisal of the Common Market as it 
now stands. France also is quite un
willing to accept the system of qualified 
majority voting due to start on January 
1, 1966 and it looks as if France will 
boycott the Common Market until this 
issue is resolved. De Gaulle is seeking 
a fundamental revision of the Rome 
Treaty which will fit in with his own 
philosophy of Europe which eschews 
any supranational authority. So, he 
believes, the EEC must be rescued 
from becoming a sort of economic 
European government. His main oppo
nent in this context is Dr Hallstein who 
is said to have referred to himself as 
the first European Prime Minister. It 
remains to be seen whether the crisis 
will have a positive result in opening 
up new vistas to the outside world for 
the ECM. Is Europe ultimately to have 
a market of 100 million or 280 million 
people? 
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