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comes ought also to be concerned 
w i th social priorities. ' T h e choice 
of social priorities is something which 
the Trade Unions must face up to. 
Some workers are undoubtedly 
underpaid; others arc relatively under 
or over-valued for the work they do. 
More is needed than an unplanned 
period of 'catching up'. The object 
of stable costs requires that increases 
above the norm should be matched 
by other increases below the norm. 
Some sense of direction is needed — 
and the Trade Unions must accept 
their responsibility — if the wage 
spiral is to be broken." 

The same moral note was re-
emphasized by George Brown who 
said that the income policy would 
never succeed if everyone kept on 
"being critical and cynical, casting 
cold, dolphin eyes on i t . It needs 
some passion and some belief, which 
has to come from sources outside the 
Government as well as inside i t ."  
The Government seems to be relying 
on the hope that both sides of indus
t ry w i l l break out of traditional 
attitudes' and patterns of behaviour 
and wi l l take a new moral stand. It 
seems to be hoping that if only some 
of the two mil l ion workers covered 
by agreements which bring automatic 
cost of l iving increases at set periods 
would forego their entitlement, i e. 
agree "not to cash the cheque", this 
would be « real demonstration of 
faith, It is also plugging the line 
that unless the workers change their 
attitude they w i l l "defeat their own 
ends". 

According to Roy Gunter, the 31 
per cent norm would be re-examined 
by the Government against the back
ground of periodical reviews by the 
National Economic Development 
Council, but in the meantime the 3 
to 3½ per cent was a norm to be 
observed. The manner of its obser
vance and the way in which permitted 
exceptions were used would play a 
large part in deciding whether Britain 
could achieve its growth target. 

Conservatives Side Workers 

Another attack on the incomes 
policy comes from a recent Bow 
Group Memorandum entitled "The 
Confidence Tr i ck" . Wri t ten by two 
journalists and two industrialists, it 
urges the Conservative Party "entire
ly to abandon any support for the 
Government's attempt to bring about 
an incomes policy. These attempts 
are doomed to failure". Whatever 
the effects of the Prices and Incomes 

Board "everyone w i l l t ry to get 
round it and they are bound to suc
ceed — it is socially unjust to hold 
down the wages of the poor and it is 
economic nonsense to put a brake 
on energetic and progressive work 
ers" 

Other economic difficulties are also 
coming up. The index of industrial 
production has fallen fairly sharply 
by two points in March from 132 to 
130. This is the second successive 
month which has shown a drop in the 
index. No fall as big as this has 
occurred in one month since the 
freezing weather of January 1963 hit 
output. 

On top of this has come fierce 
criticism of Brown's National Eco
nomic Plan which has as its central 
objective an increase in production of 
25 per cent between 1964 and 1970. 
This has now been described as 
"largely a confidence t r i ck" in a 
bitingly critical pamphlet published 
by the Institute of Economic Affairs. 
The author of the pamphlet, John 
Brunner, is in economist: who has 
himself worked in the Treasury, He 
points out that in the present state of 
uncertainty over the balance of pay
ments, the impact of the Budget, the 
future of industrial investment and 
similar factors, the Department of 
Economic Affairs' annual growth rate 
target of 3.8 per cent to produce an 
increase of 25 per cent in the gross 
national product by 1970 "tends to 
look unreal". The pamphlet points 
out that the margins of error in fore-

casting are so big that no national 
plan can be other than a "vague ind i 
cation of aspiration". The criticisms 
of the plan are based on a careful 
scrutiny of the twelve-point question
naires which have been sent out by 
the Department of Economic Affairs 
to almost every sizeable firm in the 
country. The returns he says w i l l be 
"a fearful hotchpotch of the fairly 
probable and the purely speculative, 
of the firm intention and the pious 
hope." The reconciliation of the 
forecasts into a plan can quickly 
degenerate into a conspiracy against 
the consumer by legalised market 
sharing. "For this reason alone, 
enthusiasm for the plan of the re
presentatives of British industry 
needs to be treated with some mis-
giving". 

It is not surprising that the Inst i
tute of Economic Affairs, which is 
non-political but dedicated to free 
enterprise, should make a violent-
attack on the whole process of plan
ning. Although mistakes have been 
made, they do not amount to a case 
against planning as such, and indeed, 
it would be fatal at this juncture for 
the Department of Economic Affairs 
to abandon planning, without which 
most people realise that really effec
tive co-ordination and development 
of economic resources cannot take 
place. Moreover, planning is the very 
raison d'eter of Brown's Ministry, 
and it is on the long-term planning 
and modernisation of British industry 
that the bulk of the Labour Party's 
programme rests. 

The Old Journalism and New 
V I R T U A L L Y unnoticed by their 

readers, the two most popular 
Bengali dailies in Calcutta have in 
recent weeks thoroughly changed their 
style of wri t ing; first the Ananda 
Bazar Patrika and then Jagantar. 
Both the change and the sequence 
may be significant and symbolic: this 
analysis is the more pertinent now 
because West Bengal is getting ready 
to celebrate the birth centenary of 
a great Bengali, Indian, journalist— 
Ramananda Chatterjee, founder and 
editor of Prabasi and the Modern 
Review. The recent change has to 
be explained first, especially for the 
benefit of those many so unfortunate 
as not to be acquainted w i t h the 
Bengali language. In brief, there are 
two styles, the difference being main
ly, almost solely in the use of verbs; 

one, the old, also known as chaste, 
uses verbs as they have been wri t ten 
and rarely spoken: the new uses 
verbs' more or less is they are spoken 
there too there are variations) in 
West Bengal Pramatha Chaudhuri 
brought into literary vogue the latter; 
his most triumphat convert was 
Tagore, who in his later years wrote 
exclusively in the colloquial style. 
The Press, that citadel of conservat-
ism, stuck to the old form—unti l a 
few weeks ago. 

For almost fifty years now most of 
Bengali wr i t ing has been derivative 
and imitative of one man, Tagore; 
so when he switched over to the 
colloquial style, so did most younger 
writers in fiction and belles letters. 
The old style could be seen only in 
some serious essays and in daily 
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journalism. In it was easier a certain 
k ind of Bengali humour. It was fast 
getting obsolete, but by no means 
dead. 

The Difference 

The difference is of l i t t le interest 
to non-Bengali readers: but here in 
Bengal it was once the subject of 
lively, sometimes acrimonious, con
troversy. The old, sometimes called 
purists, held the new style in un
concealed contempt: the colloquial 
form' they maintained, was all right 
for frivolous writ ing while for earnest 
discussion of serious subjects at an 
intellectual level the elegant style was 
indispensable. Could not the ordi
nary reader follow it? Some candidly 
said that they never wrote for the 
ordinary reader. The young lions 
pooh-poohed this contention with 
characteristic irreverence. There is 
nothing too serious for colloquial 
treatment, they said; and Tagore 
wrote even on astronomy in the new 
style. 

For many years the first piece, 
every month, in Prabasi was Tagore's, 
usually a poem. But even when he 
switched over to the colloquial style 
and wrote novels and essays in i t , 
Prabasi continued to publish him. 
What is significant is that the maga
zine's editor. Ramananda Chatterjee, 
did not follow his friend's example. 
He continued to write his brilliant 
editorial notes, Vividha Prasanga, in 
the old supposedly chaste or elegant 
Bengali. Why? The answer, wholly 
comprehensible perhaps only to 
Bengalis, is a question of approach— 
to literature and life. 

As She Is Spoke 

Nehru had for some time been 
telling the Indian Press to adopt the 
popular idiom, some thing that ordi
nary folk read and understand. He 
probably had the Hindi Press in 
mind, which one gathers, now in 
creasingly uses a highly Sanskritised 
Hindi , rather than the more widely 
understood Hindustani. Before Parti
t ion, 1947, it could be held that the 
old Bengali was easier for readers in 
what is now East Pakistan, because 
the new Bengali is derived mainly 
from the spoken Bengali of what al
ways was West Bengal, distinct from 
East Bengal. It may well be that 
the newspapers' recent change-over 
to the colloquial was encouraged by 
the fact that now there is no East 
Bengal; and, additionally, the more 
important Calcutta dailies have no 
readers today in .East Pakistan. So 

why not write as the West Bengalis 
speak? 

In the long forgotten days when 
this writer used to write rubbishy 
books in Bengali he always used the 
colloquial form. Then on the edi
torial stall of a Bengali daily he 
wrote, and got published in face of 
some opposition, some light editorials 
in the same style. Yet—perhaps it's 
age, perhaps it's prejudice—he re
tained some respect and affection for 
the old elegance. For saying as much 
in an essay, he was in print very 
harshly upbraided by a colleague. 
But let that pass. It is entirely a 
matter of opinion: but the belief per
sists that in the colloquial style there 
is a certain frivolity, a certain lack of 
seriousness. 

Purposefulness 

Ramananda. one imagines, did not 
follow Tagore in adopting the col
loquial style for a variety of reasons 
connected wi th their respective ap
proaches- to what in their different 
fields they were up to. As a writer, 
Tagore loved to experiment with 
style and so hated being considered 
old-fashioned that, as if to teach the 
"puppies", he in his later writings 
seemed to say, "Anything you can 
do. I can do better". (Incidentally, 
he did). As a journalist, Ramanandi, 
was concerned with conveying con
crete opinons on concrete social, 
political and other problems. To 
follow what was fashionable was 
totally foreign to his nature. So he 
stuck to the old-style Bengali and 
month after month recorded his ra
tional thoughts on current problems 
in the most matter of fact, straight
forward, unequivocal manner. His 
interest in the problems was far 
greater than his interest in style. In 
an excited age he remained above 
popular emotions: and the old style 
suited both his purpose and per
sonality. 

Technically, the Bengali Press to
day is incomparably better than it 
ever was. It is so much more enter
prising, so much less dull than it 
used to be. It: is frequently enter
taining only on occasion perhaps un
wittingly. Yet —dare one say i t?— 
something has been lost in this pur-
suit of bigger circulations through 
greater professionalism and unabash
ed populism. The Press today is 
more lively, more readable, more in
formative. Something may have been 
lost in the information. It could be 
analysis; it could also be that one 
thing Ramananda Chatterjee cared 

for most-Purpose. The new lack is 
perhaps better .concealed in the not 
so new style. 

—Flibbertigibbet 


