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"NEHRU ERA has not ended. It has only begun". That is what we wrote 
in our editorial in the Special Number of last year devoted to the 

After Nehru theme. It is t ime to look back over the year that has passed 
since the death of that last giant of pre-Independence India and see whe
ther the judgment was correct. Were we justified in endorsing the view that 
"now the network of canal courses along which power has to run is cut 
deep into the pol i t ical soil, and l imi t s are set"? Have the waters indeed 
flowed along the canal courses or have there been too many aberrations? 

I f we were "too near to h i m to assess Nehru" one year back, i t is s t i l l 
too soon to make any except the most tentative assessment of the record of 
the post-Nehru government. The influence of Nehru was so overpowering 
and all-pervading that it could not but take some time for any new leader
ship to acquire a definite policy orientation which could be examined c r i t i 
cally to see what combination of cont inui ty and change it incorporates. 
Poli t ical commentators have not been k ind to Lal Bahadur Shastri and his 
team. He has been criticised, practically f rom the day he entered the Prime 
Minister 's office—and how unfairly. He has been taken to task for depart ' 
ing from the Nehru line and at the same time for fo l lowing the beaten track 
and not showing any imagination. The unkindest cut of a l l , he has been 
criticised for not being as b ig as Nehru, If he tries to imitate his teacher 
he is uncharitably reminded that he is after a l l a smaller man; if he chooses 
to act according to his own lights, he is reminded of the course set by his 
glorious predecessor. 

Most of the critics have not stopped to consider whether it was after 
all a great loss to the country that it is no more to be led by persons of 
historic dimensions like Nehru. A nation of pigmies might be f rui t fu l ly 
led by giants dur ing certain crucial periods of history: but if such becomes 
the permanent pattern, it might wel l lead to a perpetuation of the pigmy 
stature of the nation. The fact that the mediocrity of the Lai Bahadur team 
reflects the mediocri ty of Indians as a nation need not necessarily make it 
any the less efficient as an engine of locomotion. As we reflected in our 
last year's editorial referred to above, the achievements of the Nehru 
regime fe l l far short of the goals it set for itself; its lasting contr ibut ion 
was the setting of the goals. But the work of setting goals and generating 
inspiration cannot go on forever; the post-Nehru leadership has the task 
of reaching the goals and that particular task is not greatly facilitated by 
charisma or glamour. 

The most unfair cr i t ic ism of the new leadership is the one summed up 
in the description — "prisoner of indecision". A n y wavering, any hesitation 
by the government is pounced upon by a new style of critics who swear by 
Nehru's name. But to ascribe a high standard of decision-making dynamism 
to the Nehru regime would be to indulge in the most irresponsible po l i t i 
cal myth-making. We cannot be charmed and fascinated by the Hamlet- l ike 
indecision of Nehru, sympathetically explaining it in terms of the conflict 
between his vision and his "inexhaustible patience" for the minds of men 
to be prepared and at the same time castigate Lal Bahadur Shastri, Swaran 
Singh and Nanda for losing hold of a dynamism that they supposedly inheri t 
ed. Compromise, adjustment, hesitation and indecision were the very essence 
of Nehru's style of leadership and in these matters the present leaders are 
faithfully fol lowing h im, though inevitably wi thout his finesse. 

If cont inui ty in style has been maintained, the same has to be said of 
policies. The changes in emphasis either in non-alignment or in planned 
economic development — the tw in planks of Nehruism — that there might 
have been dur ing the past one year, fol low a trend that goes back to the 
t ime of Nehru's leadership. The same can be said of the tackling of our pro-
biems w i t h China and Pakistan. In its handling of Sheikh Abdulla the Shastri 
Government has no doubt blundered most lamentably but then that has 
been the pattern ever since the Sheikh's first f a l l from grace and imprison-
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