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Letter from South 

Turmoil in Tamilnad 
T A M I L N A D appeared to have won 

status as one of the settled States 
of India, despite occasional noises and 
slunls by the D M K. The Congress 
had the strong hands of Kamaraj on 
the reins and had been relatively free 
from the more unseemly and disturbing 
aspects of factionalism. The adminis
tration was comparatively less dilatory 
and hidebound. 

Popular discontent, however, was 
never far below the surface and kept 
erupting every now and again in the 
form of innumerable strikes, demon
strations, satyagrahas as well as perio
dic burning of the Constitution, maps 
of India and the like. The election re
sults have also not always been kind 
to the Congress; the prestige win of the 
D M K in the Madras Municipal elec
tions is a case in point. Yet the im
pression was that the Congress in this 
State functioned with relatively greater 
efficiency and was less hamstrung by 
the dictates of the conservatives among 
the affluent. 

Food Crisis 

The food crisis has badly shaken this 
conception and seriously damaged the 
standing of the Congress. It cannot be 
denied any longer even by the stalwarts 
of the ruling party that there is a rice 
famine in the State. The queues have 
been lengthening and tempers getting 
frayed, leading to ugly incidents made 
still uglier by police high handedness 
and firing. It may be said that the 
food problem in its present acute shape 
is by no means a phenomenon confined 
to Tamilnad; nor is it that official com
placency is peculiar to Madras. Yet, 
the complacency there was of a pretty 
high order. And the attitude persists 
in some highly-placed quarters. Food 
Minister Manradiar did some loud 
thinking on the subject which amount
ed to blaming the length of the queues 
on middle-class consumers who want
ed to obtain stocks for petty hoarding! 
Another Minister went one better. He 
felt that the longer the queues the bet
ter as this indicated prosperity, since 
the people's standard of living had 
risen from the bajra-consumption stage 
to the rice-consumption stage I 

The Chief Minister had some months 
ago gone on record as saying that the 
position was not as bad as some "inter
ested" critics were making out. He had 
full confidence that the rice in the 
State was sufficient and, in case of 

need, could be supplemented by imports 
from Andhra, for which arrangements 
had been made. He was also confident 
that producers and traders. would keep 
Madras as well fed as ever. The poor 
man has now been thoroughly shocked 
by the way things have developed. He 
has now come to the conclusion that 
the wholesalers have betrayed him and 
have pumped out rice to Kerala, where 
it fetches much high prices. He is now 
willing to go in for some scheme of 
modified rationing and has become an 
advocate of State trading. Rather late 
in the day one has to say. 

Opposition Parties' Stand 

The Communists in the State have 
frankly adopted the approach of siding 
with the Congress against the reaction
ary and communal combine. At the 
same time they have taken the initia
tive in launching various forms of 
popular protest, including strikes, 
hartals and hunger-strikes. Their 
small group in the Legislature tabled a 
censure motion as well. It is as well 
that they have demarcated themselves 
from the DMK-Swatantra opposition, 
even though the mass hunger strike of 
MLAs was a joint action. During the 
debate on the no-confidence motion it 
was quite evident that DMK was all-
out to protect the interests of the 
wholesalers. One of their champion 
orators declared that the villain was 
the Government and there was no 
point in painting up the wholesalers in 
the devilish colours of hoarders. It is 
not at all clear that this supposedly 
radical party wi l l fully support the 
concept of State trading and the take
over of the hoards of the big dealers 
despite its declared support for State 
control. Rajaji has, of course, squarely 
placed the blame on the Government's 
"interference" with the free play of 
natural forces of production and sup
ply—a more cynical and callous state
ment could scarcely be conceived in 
the context of the criminal inactivity 
of the Government. Despite the diver
sity in approach, the Congress found 
that its bungling with the very basis 
of the life of the people had united 
the opposition as the vehicle of the 
wrath of the masses. 

This anger has been heightened by 
the curious and tragic incident of P 
Arjunan. He is known widely as the 
police officer who was so sickened by 
the hypocrisy of the administration 

with regard to the implementation of 
the policy of prohibition that he print
ed pamphlets against it while still an 
officer. He carried his campaign a 
stage further in January this year when 
he publicly attempted to distill arrack 
at Erode. He had charged that the 
police force was corrupt and had wink-
ed at drinking in the upper strata while 
framing the poor on charges under the 
Prohibition Act. Quite by accident, 
this man happened to be heading a 
demonstration in Coimbatore to protest 
against the actions of a particular rice 
trader. As a matter of fact, he took 
this lead in order to avoid any serious 
incident. Yet as the demonstration 
came to the Ukkadai police station the 
police state it became "unruly and 
menacing" and in self-defence they had 
to resort to firing. A sub-inspector, said 
to have been hit in the eye by a stone 
thrown from the crowd, seized a fire
arm from a sentry and shot Arjunan in 
the chest, killing him on the spot. The 
opposition raised the incident in the 
Assembly and when no adjournment 
motion was allowed, staged a walk-out. 
There was widespread grief and anger 
at what looks like a case of an out
rage upon justice and vendetta against 
a man who was hated by the police be
cause of his exposures from the inside. 

Kamaraj Intervenes 
The shrewd and compassionate man 

that he is, Kamaraj has realised that 
the situation is getting out of hand. 
So he has gone in for direct interven
tion, including the highly irregular 
action of calling Government secretaries 
to his residence for consultations. He 
has openly said that the food problem 
cannot be solved without direct Gov
ernment responsibility for feeding the 
people through unearthing hoarded 
grains and creating an adequate machi
nery for distribution. He has favoured 
rationing in the worst-affected areas to 
begin with, despite the imposing admi
nistrative problem that this represent
ed. Under his inspiration the Pradesh 
Congress Executive has passed a reso
lution, roughly along the lines of his 
approach, expressing anxiety at the 
food situation in the State. It is not 
at all sure, however, that the Govern-
ment is going to do enough and on 
time to adequately check the spiralling 
prices. 

On top of all this has come the 
agitation over the Salem Steel plant, 
certified as feasible and advantageous 
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by Dastur and Co. There were numer
ous rumours and opposition questions 
to the effect that Sunjeeva Reddy was 
averse to locating the plant there and 
would naturally prefer Vizag. Every 
body was so perturbed that the In-

Book Review 

Industry, Development and the City 
Sharad Kulkarni 

Our Industrial Urban Civilization by Nels Anderson, Asia Publishing House, Bombay, 1964: pp xiv 4 113, price Rs 12. 

THIS book is based on three lec-
tures delivered by the author at 

Karnatak University, with additions 
and alterations. Anderson points out 
that contemporary urbanization is dif
ferent from the pre-industrial urbani
zation. It is characterised by non-agri
cultural work, viz, work in factories, 
commerce, transport, communications 
and other services. It is more produc
tive but it is also 'naked', concentrat
ed and separated from non-work acti
vity and interest. Modern urban life is 
also characterised by mobility which 
involves change in job, occupation, 
place of residence, social status and so 
on. Mobility implies transiency of con
tact. Modern urban life is impersonal 
and 'clock regulated'. Urban environ
ment is man-made and mechanical. 
Thus we have an industrial urban civi
lization in which urbanism and indus
trialism are interdependent. The pro
cess of industrial urbanization is nam
ing strength in developing countries, 
revolutionizing the agrarian way of 
life. One of the peculiar characteristics 
of industrial urbanism is that it 
is becoming a global way of life. 
Critics in the world are interdepend
ent with world-wide industrial markets. 
They are coming together even social
ly, reading the same news, having the 
same fads and styles, and also having 
world organizations in various activi
ties. 

The Gap 

In the developing countries urbani
zation and industrialization are associ
ated also with development. The 
author recognises that the de
veloping countries have wide differen
ces among themselves and tries to clas
sify them in live broad groups. But as 
he himself admits, the grouping is more 
hypothetical than real Anderson points 
out rive problems common to all deve
loping countries, They are (1) the urgent 
demand for industrialization, (2) a 
spontaneous trend towards urbanization, 

dustries Minister had to declare that, 
if necessary, the State Government 
would go ahead with the project on its 
own and there were "friendly foreign" 
Slates who were willing to collaborate 
—a reference, it is believed, to the 

(3) the search for investment capital 
and outside aid. (4) the urgent demand 
for expert guidance and skill and (5) 
deficiencies in government skills and 
integrity. He lightly points out that in 
developing countries industrialization is 
far out-distanced by urbanization. One 
might add that in fact most of the pro
blems of urbanization in developing 
countries are due to the temporal gap 
between industrialization and urbani
zation. 

Social Problems 

While writing about the levels of skill 
and education necessary for speedy eco
nomic development, the author has 
emphasized the role of "professional
ism", meaning thereby "an attitude of 
dedication to the quality of the work 
encompassed by one's occupation". Our 
industrial urban civilization gives rise 
to a number of new occupations which 
tend to acquire a professional charac
ter, A number of technical and other 
jobs must be done in conformity with 
professional standards, without which 
our civilization cannot function. The 
lack of such professional standards in 
public services, industry and business is 
one of the greatest handicaps in eco
nomic development. 

The author also points out that the 
lack of political stability is one of the 
principal barriers to industrialization. 
He suggests that "each developing coun
try is passing through a cultural crisis, 
endeavouring to retain old cultural 
traits while adopting new ones". 

Industrial urbanization has given rise 
to a number of social problems. Ander
son classifies them as problems of (i) 
population change and balance, (ii) mo
bility and migration, (iii) amenities and 
structure, (iv) income, spending and 
saving, (v) collective" security and wel
fare and (vi) old age and retirement. 
An attempt is made to analyse the pro
blem of slums, but the treatment is not. 
thorough. Actually the problem of slums 

German Democratic Republic. An am
azing business altogether illuminating 
at once the "national" nature of our 
planning and the "Dravidian" unity of 
the South! The calm in Tamilnad seems 
well and truly broken. 

is the most acute problem created by 
industrial urbanization and quite possi
bly it is this problem which, if un
solved, will jeopardise the process of 
industrialization, urbanization and eco
nomic development. 

The author has added some notes 
on community research in an appendix 
to the book. These notes are too gene
ral to be of any specific use. 

In this small book of 113 pages the 
author has touched on almost all the 
major aspects of our industrial urban 
civilization. As the book covers indus
trial urbanization all over the world, 
the analysis al times becomes general 
and does not go very deep. At one 
place the author groups London, Paris, 
Rome, Cairo, Athens and Bombay as 
cities burdened by the weight of past 
centuries. One feels that compared to 
the oilier five cities. Bombay can hard
ly be called a city burdened by a his 
tory. Nevertheless Anderson's book is 
essential reading for the students of 
sociology and economics and deserves 
an important place in the literature on 
urbanization. 

India — US Air Service 

THE Governments of India and the 
United States have concluded a 

new exchange of notes under the 1956 
Indo-U S Air Transport Services Agree
ment. The new exchange, which re
places clarifying notes concluded at the 
time the an agreement entered into 
force in 1956, is intended to facilitate 
continued development of air services 
between the two countries. 

Under the new exchange of notes, 
Air India w i l l be able to expand its 
flights during the winter months to a 
daily basis and thus maintain a year-
round daily service to New York. Co
incident with the exchange of notes, 
Air India is introducing its new daily 
schedule to New York, effective im
mediately. 
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