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by Dastur and Co. There were numer
ous rumours and opposition questions 
to the effect that Sunjeeva Reddy was 
averse to locating the plant there and 
would naturally prefer Vizag. Every 
body was so perturbed that the In-
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Our Industrial Urban Civilization by Nels Anderson, Asia Publishing House, Bombay, 1964: pp xiv 4 113, price Rs 12. 

THIS book is based on three lec-
tures delivered by the author at 

Karnatak University, with additions 
and alterations. Anderson points out 
that contemporary urbanization is dif
ferent from the pre-industrial urbani
zation. It is characterised by non-agri
cultural work, viz, work in factories, 
commerce, transport, communications 
and other services. It is more produc
tive but it is also 'naked', concentrat
ed and separated from non-work acti
vity and interest. Modern urban life is 
also characterised by mobility which 
involves change in job, occupation, 
place of residence, social status and so 
on. Mobility implies transiency of con
tact. Modern urban life is impersonal 
and 'clock regulated'. Urban environ
ment is man-made and mechanical. 
Thus we have an industrial urban civi
lization in which urbanism and indus
trialism are interdependent. The pro
cess of industrial urbanization is nam
ing strength in developing countries, 
revolutionizing the agrarian way of 
life. One of the peculiar characteristics 
of industrial urbanism is that it 
is becoming a global way of life. 
Critics in the world are interdepend
ent with world-wide industrial markets. 
They are coming together even social
ly, reading the same news, having the 
same fads and styles, and also having 
world organizations in various activi
ties. 

The Gap 

In the developing countries urbani
zation and industrialization are associ
ated also with development. The 
author recognises that the de
veloping countries have wide differen
ces among themselves and tries to clas
sify them in live broad groups. But as 
he himself admits, the grouping is more 
hypothetical than real Anderson points 
out rive problems common to all deve
loping countries, They are (1) the urgent 
demand for industrialization, (2) a 
spontaneous trend towards urbanization, 

dustries Minister had to declare that, 
if necessary, the State Government 
would go ahead with the project on its 
own and there were "friendly foreign" 
Slates who were willing to collaborate 
—a reference, it is believed, to the 

(3) the search for investment capital 
and outside aid. (4) the urgent demand 
for expert guidance and skill and (5) 
deficiencies in government skills and 
integrity. He lightly points out that in 
developing countries industrialization is 
far out-distanced by urbanization. One 
might add that in fact most of the pro
blems of urbanization in developing 
countries are due to the temporal gap 
between industrialization and urbani
zation. 

Social Problems 

While writing about the levels of skill 
and education necessary for speedy eco
nomic development, the author has 
emphasized the role of "professional
ism", meaning thereby "an attitude of 
dedication to the quality of the work 
encompassed by one's occupation". Our 
industrial urban civilization gives rise 
to a number of new occupations which 
tend to acquire a professional charac
ter, A number of technical and other 
jobs must be done in conformity with 
professional standards, without which 
our civilization cannot function. The 
lack of such professional standards in 
public services, industry and business is 
one of the greatest handicaps in eco
nomic development. 

The author also points out that the 
lack of political stability is one of the 
principal barriers to industrialization. 
He suggests that "each developing coun
try is passing through a cultural crisis, 
endeavouring to retain old cultural 
traits while adopting new ones". 

Industrial urbanization has given rise 
to a number of social problems. Ander
son classifies them as problems of (i) 
population change and balance, (ii) mo
bility and migration, (iii) amenities and 
structure, (iv) income, spending and 
saving, (v) collective" security and wel
fare and (vi) old age and retirement. 
An attempt is made to analyse the pro
blem of slums, but the treatment is not. 
thorough. Actually the problem of slums 

German Democratic Republic. An am
azing business altogether illuminating 
at once the "national" nature of our 
planning and the "Dravidian" unity of 
the South! The calm in Tamilnad seems 
well and truly broken. 

is the most acute problem created by 
industrial urbanization and quite possi
bly it is this problem which, if un
solved, will jeopardise the process of 
industrialization, urbanization and eco
nomic development. 

The author has added some notes 
on community research in an appendix 
to the book. These notes are too gene
ral to be of any specific use. 

In this small book of 113 pages the 
author has touched on almost all the 
major aspects of our industrial urban 
civilization. As the book covers indus
trial urbanization all over the world, 
the analysis al times becomes general 
and does not go very deep. At one 
place the author groups London, Paris, 
Rome, Cairo, Athens and Bombay as 
cities burdened by the weight of past 
centuries. One feels that compared to 
the oilier five cities. Bombay can hard
ly be called a city burdened by a his 
tory. Nevertheless Anderson's book is 
essential reading for the students of 
sociology and economics and deserves 
an important place in the literature on 
urbanization. 

India — US Air Service 

THE Governments of India and the 
United States have concluded a 

new exchange of notes under the 1956 
Indo-U S Air Transport Services Agree
ment. The new exchange, which re
places clarifying notes concluded at the 
time the an agreement entered into 
force in 1956, is intended to facilitate 
continued development of air services 
between the two countries. 

Under the new exchange of notes, 
Air India w i l l be able to expand its 
flights during the winter months to a 
daily basis and thus maintain a year-
round daily service to New York. Co
incident with the exchange of notes, 
Air India is introducing its new daily 
schedule to New York, effective im
mediately. 
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