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Postponed Again 
THE Chief Ministers and Food Ministers of the States spent the best part 

of this week in New Delhi but have dispersed without taking a decision 
on food policy. The decision has now been postponed to the meeting of the 
AICC in Guntur next month. In the deliberations of the politicians striving 
to preserve narrow political and parochial advantages, there was little reflec
tion of the months-long privation of the people, who are now fast approach
ing the limits of tolerance, as is evident from the frequency of police action 
against food mobs. In New Delhi, Food Minister Subramaniam was still ex
plaining the implications of the Foodgrains Prices Committee's recommenda
tions and assuring the State politicians that he was prepared to be guided by 
them. Even the Prime Minister's urgent exhortation to "resolve here and now 
in this conference that we wil l consider the whole problem on a national basis, 
and that i f there is a danger or risk, we wi l l face i t " failed to carry convic
tion since the time for such exhortation was long ago: what the food situation 
has been crying out for is action by the Government 

Food prices began to move up in Apri l 1963, after the seasonal downturn 
in the early months of the year, and have continued to rise ever since. On 
October 3, 1964 the index number of wholesale prices of cereals was 152 
compared with 118 a year ago. The rise since March 1963 has been almost 
50 per cent. 

A whole crop year has thus passed by and now we are on the verge of 
another and the Government still has no food policy for the country. The 
Chief Ministers of States waited more than a year after prices began to rise 
before "resolving" in June this year to have "a firm price policy for the 
whole country". But it took the Central Government another four months to 
take the next step. At last on the 13th of this month came the announcement 
of producers' prices of standard varieties of paddy, wheat and coarse grains 
for the 1964-65 season. It was also announced that the Government would 
evolve a three-tier price structure for rice by fixing statutorily ex-mill whole
sale prices, wholesale prices at the consuming centres and retail prices. A 
similar scheme was to be evolved for other foodgrains also. The prices 
announced for rice, Subramaniam claimed, were such as to ensure to the 
producer the maximum possible prices, consistent with fair prices for con
sumers. What he did not: say was how these prices were to be enforced. The 
enforcement machinery was to be announced after this week's conference of 
Chief Ministers and Food Ministers of States. And now the decision has been 
postponed once again. 

Clearly, if the Government is serious about maintaining the prices which 
it has announced, it must prepare for two tasks: First, i t wi l l have to take 
on a large part of the responsibility for distributing foodgrains and, second, 
i t wil l have to enforce some form of rationing on the bulk of the urban 
population. 

At a press conference in Bombay some days ago, the President of the 
Federation of All-India Foodgrains Dealers' Associations claimed that the 
margins allowed to the trade under the prices fixed would not cover even 
the costs of the trade, not to talk of yielding a fair return, and stated plainly 
that unless either the producers' prices were lowered or the retail prices raised, 
private trade wi l l not be able to function. While i t remains to be seen how 
far the Government can succeed in making the trade operate on these allegedly 


