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Defence Aid 
EPORTING to Parliament on the results of his visits to the United States 
and the Soviet Union to secure assistance for the Five-Year Defence 

Plan, Defence Minister Chavan carefully emphasised that in both countries 
he had found "a complete recognition" of India's policy of non-alignment. 
This is, of course, very satisfying since it: has been an important considera
tion with us not to rely for defence aid exclusively or overwhelmingly on 
any country or bloc. There does indeed seem to be an appreciation of this 
in the countries we have approached. In the U S attitude in particular it 
is possible to discern a marked change, based on the implicit acknowledg
ment that "Soviet military aid to India has much the same immediate moti
vation in terms of India's needs as the similar help being given by the U S". 

The results are reflected in the commitments that have been received 
from the principal aid-givers. The exact financial figures are not very mean
ingful since the pricing of military supplies is admittedly arbitrary. What 
is significant is that the U S now seems to be less averse to giving aid for 
the expansion of defence production in India than she was some time ago. 
As Chavan pointed out, a substantial proportion of U S aid is earmarked 
for modernisation of ordnance factories and for setting up the artillery shell 
plant at Ambajhari. Soviet aid is for the three factories making up the 
MIG complex and for the purchase of a sufficient number of MIG-21 air
craft to re-equip three of our fighter squadrons. The Soviet Union wil l also 
sell us on credit a certain number of light tanks, particularly important in 
the context of our needs on the mountainous northern border, and heli
copters. The U K, which Chavan expects to visit in November-December 
this year, has agreed to help in the reconstruction of the Mazagaon Docks 
and the subsequent construction there of three Leander-class frigates. 

There have been disappointments, of course. In particular, the U S 
wi l l still not sell us supersonic lighter aircraft, ostensibly on the ground 
that since we already have plans for producing MIGs and HF-24s the ques
tion of introducing another type of supersonic aircraft is not urgent. At the 
same time, a team of American experts who came to India immediately 
after Chavan's U S visit are known to have pointed out that development 
of a Mach II engine to convert the currently trans-sonic HF-24 into a super
sonic aircraft would take very long and would require besides substantial 
assistance in designing, tooling and finance. Though Chavan did not say 
so in his statement, the prospects of such assistance forthcoming from the 
LI S are not exactly bright at the moment. 

While these gaps are there, it is nevertheless significant that the U S, 
the Soviet Union and the U K have committed substantial aid for our de
fence build-up programme. To that extent the Government of India may 
claim to have performed the delicate act of reconciling military dependence 
on the power blocs and non-alignment. Of course, this has been made 
possible by the far-reaching changes in international alignments in recent 
years rather than by any diplomatic adroitness on our part. The Sino-
Soviet split which largely accounts for the Soviet Union's open-handedness 
also explains the American readiness to stomach Soviet military aid to India 
in the expectation that i t wi l l further exacerbate Sino-Soviet relations. Non-
alignment in the narrow sense of not going over entirely to either side has, 
therefore, become rather easy—easy enough to lul l us into complacency 
about other dangers to our independent foreign policy. 
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