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crops in low-lying areas are water
logged. In other parts, the evaporation 
of water causes the dissolved salts to 
accumulate on the top layers of the 
soil, poisoning the crops. The two pro
cesses of water-logging and salinity are 
together said to be responsible, every 
year, for 100,000 acres of irrigated 
land being rendered uncultivable. The 
magnitude of the problem can be judg
ed from the report that in West Pun
jab, out of 5 mill ion hectares of i r r i 
gated land, about 10 per cent has al
ready gone out of cultivation, and some 
13.8 per cent is in an advanced stage 
of deterioration. A scheme of reclaim
ing this land, combined with measures 
to raise agricultural productivity in the 
region, is estimated to cost more than 
2 billion dollars over a 25-year period. 

It is said that the problem of water
logging first manifests itself in the form 
of a shift in the crop pattern. Land 
which is devoted to the cultivation of 
wheat is found fit for rice-cultivation. 
Gradually, the salinity rises and pro
ductivity of the soil deteriorates with 
little recognition of the factors at work. 

The importance of anti-water-logging 
measures was recognised, explicitly for 
the first time, in the Third Plan which 
pleaded for steps to ensure that gains 
from irrigation projects are not reduc
ed through the deterioration of land. 
Some of these steps, including provi
sion of adequate drainage, lining of 
canals and digging of tubewells to de
press the ground water-table, were in
cluded in the State Plans. No infor
mation is available, however, on the 
extent to which this part of the State 
Plans has been implemented. In the 
Mid-Term Appraisal of the Third Plan 
the Planning Commission remained 
content with the statement that the 
problem of water-logging in Punjab 
has called for more vigorous pro
grammes requiring larger outlays than 
was envisaged in the original Plan. 
Unfortunately the tone of the Prime 
Minister's comments on the subject 
does not suggest that Vigorous' action 
is afoot to remedy the situation. 

A similar problem that demands ur
gent attention and action is the short
ening, through silting and sedimenta
tion, of the effective life-span of the 
water reservoirs created by our multi
purpose irrigation and power projects 
at tremendous cost. The problem has 
been under study in the Silt and Con
struction Materials Directorate of the 
Central Water and Power Commission. 
The remedy is known—soil conserva
tion in the catchment areas through 

afforestation, agriculture and pastures. 
Nearly 40 per cent of the catchment 
areas of the five major river valley 
projects—Bhakra-Nangal, D V C , Hira-
kud, Chambal and Machkund—is in 
need of soil conservation measures. A 
meagre sum of Rs 11 crores was pro
vided in the Third Plan to undertake 
a conservation scheme under Central 
sponsorship and it was to cover only 
one-fifteenth of the area that: requires 
conservation. And yet, in the Mid-term 
Appraisal the Planning Commission 
laments that "on account of organisa
tional deficiencies", only 17 per cent 
of the physical targets of the Plan was 
achieved during the first two years. 

The importance of the two problems 
of water-logging and silting of water 
reservoirs cannot be overestimated. The 
country is being steadily impoverished 
by the erosion of the resource base of 
the economy. What is needed is the 
immediate establishment, under Central 
Government auspices, of a Resource 
Conservation Organization with execu
tive powers and responsibility compar
able to the Border Roads Organization 
to make amends for past neglect. The 
Prime Minister must act before the 
situation deteriorates to the level it has 
done in Pakistan. 

Accent on Employment 
PEAKING in Delhi last week Dr 
V K R V Rao showed the kind 

of concern and determination about 
unemployment which the problem de
serves but seldom evokes among mem
bers of the Planning Commission. 

Economic development is a tricky 
concept; it is easy to think of it only 
in terms of per capita figures of agri
cultural and industrial outputs. When 
the per capita figures are high, per
haps there is some slight justification 
for a partial neglect of the pattern of 
distribution; but where the per capita 
figures are low, it is clear that a very 
large proportion are so very poor that 
the distributional aspect of develop
ment cannot be neglected. 

The poorest in India are the unem
ployed and the unemployables. A mod
ern society with a developed conscience 
cannot ignore the plight of these peo
ple. Yet our policies have been such 
that during the last thirteen years of 
planning, the number of the unemploy
ed has been growing. At the end of 
the First Plan, it was 5.3 million. Dur
ing the Second Plan, not enough jobs 
were created to absorb even the cur
rent additions to the working force 
so that unemployment increased to 9 
million. Unemployment has been grow

ing further during the Third Plan; by 
1965-66 it is expected to be 12 million 
and the number of fresh entrants to 
the labour market during the Fourth 
Plan wil l be about 23 million. 

T i l l recently a ready assumption 
has been that not much can be done 
about the unemployment problem t i l l 
the economy is "developed". Another 
way of expressing this assumption 
would be to say that not much can 
be done about poverty t i l l the economy 
is "developed". Yet it Has never been 
proved by anybody that, at the pre
sent stage of the economy's develop
ment, poverty (defined in some e l ec 
tive terms) cannot be abolished. Of 
course, it must be admitted that nor 
has it been proved that it can be. Any 
way, after seventeen years of manag
ing our own affairs, and thirteen years 
of Planning, some at least are beginn
ing to wonder if more could not have 
been done about the poorest and the 
unemployed. And we have it from Dr 
Rao that the Government has new 
discarded the "theory of percolation", 
namely, that incomes wi l l be automati
cally generated at the lower levels by 
economic development; the Govern
ment has realised that this process can 
take an indefinitely long time. 

Dr Rao pointed out that according 
to estimates based on the NSS data 
63.1 per cent of the total population 
has a monthly income of less than 
Rs 21 per head. At the same time 
the Government is committed to the ob
ject of providing a monthly income of 
at least Rs 20 per head for every 
family by 1976. If the society is not 
indifferent to the hardships of the un
employed, and if any systematic un
employment relief is out of the ques
tion (if only for organisational reasons), 
then a policy is required of creating 
many more employment opportunities 
per year than has been possible so far. 
But it is generally argued that given 
the limited supplies of capital, land, 
foreign exchange, organisational ability, 
etc, the kinds of techniques which wi l l 
have to be used to create greater em
ployment opportunities w i l l certainly 
result in a total output smaller than 
what could otherwise be achieved. The 
crucial limitation perhaps is organisa
tional ability. If that were to be avail
able in sufficient quantity, massive new 
employment in rural public works could 
break the antithesis between employ
ment and productivity. Organisational 
ability is to some extent a function of 
the enthusiasm in the country. But is 
there enough enthusiasm in the country 
for the task of abolishing poverty? 
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