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Weekly Notes 
Punjab: Not the End 

DEMOCRATIC procedures need 
not produce democratic results 

always. Before the Das Commission's 
report was published and Kairon's 
long suspected corrupt ways esta
blished beyond doubt, the argument 
was being advanced by the majority 
group in the Punjab Congress that for 
the Congress High Command to pick 
the State's Chief Minister was un 
democratic; that the right to elect 
the Chief Minister was the State leg
islature party's. This was, of course, 
unexceptionable on paper. The catch 
was that during the eight years of his 
high-handed rule, Sardar Pratap Singh 
Kairon had managed to get into the 
State Congress executive as well as 
the State legislature a sufficiently large 
number of his hench-men to assure 
him the party's abiding subservience. 
This became obvious when immediate
ly after his forced resignation, even 
as newspapers were bristling with re
ports of the Das Commission's find
ings, both the Punjab Congress Com
mittee and the legislature Congress 
party passed lengthy resolutions laud 
ing Kairon's rule. The Pradesh Cong
ress Committee went so far as to 
affirm that Kairon was "the undis
puted leader of the State Congress" 
and acclaim that his "solid contribu
tions" in the social, political and eco
nomic fields were "worth writing in 
letters of gold". 

After this to leave the Slate Cong
ress to choose its own leader would 
have been to invite Kairon to continue 
in power de facto. This was so patent 
ly obvious that the High Command 
Could not possibly give in. 

Little is known about the person 
whom the High Command has now 
chosen to replace Kairon, except that 
he is not one of Kairon's men. This 
was absolutely necessary since among 
the new Chief Minister's principal 
and immediate tasks is that of demo
lishing the personal empires built up 
by Kairon in the political and ad
ministrative systems of the State. That 
the Chief Minister elect is not at the 
same time openly associated with the 
anti-Kairon group of Darbara Singh 
is also an advantage since the task of 
cleaning up Punjab's public life, if 
entrusted to the anti-Kairon group, 
would soon take on the character of 
a political vendetta resulting probably 
in the replacement of one system of 

favouritism and nepotism with an
other. 

Starting with these advantages, 
what Shri Ram Kishen makes of his 
admittedly difficult task wil l depend 
as much on his own as yet unknown 
political and administrative ability as 
on the central leadership of the Con
gress Party. Indeed the Congress 
leadership's task in Punjab has far 
from ended. It is not enough to keep 
Kairon and his men out of the new 
Government; the High Command must 
act to wipe out completely Kairon's 
influence from Punjab politics. This 
is a precondition for the success of 
the new Government, 

More important, how the Congress 
High Command treats Kairon will be 
a touchstone of the earnestness of the 
party's much-proclaimed intention to 
tackle the problem of corruption. 
Fortunately, in this instance the High 
Command cannot plead helplessness. 
The Das Commission's report has been 
sufficiently damning to justify its in
sisting that Kairon must immediately 
resign his seat in the State legislature. 
This even the Committee on Preven
tion of Corruption headed by K San-
thanam, a Congress Member of Parlia 
ment, has recommended. According to 
the Committee, if after proper en
quiry a Minister "is found guilty of 
the allegation (against him) or is 
found to have been corrupt, he should 
be dismissed and should also become 
ineligible for becoming a Minister or 
for holding any elective office". 

But why should the punishment of 
corrupt Ministers, such as Kairon and 
his colleagues named by the Das 
Commission, stop with their dismissal? 
It is reported to be the opinion of the 
Government's law advisers that while 
both legal and departmental action 
can be taken against the officials who 
helped to enrich the Kairon family, 
under Kairon's orders or out of fear 
of him, against Kairon himself no 
legal action can be taken. This, to 
say the least, is a strange situation 
which Home Minister Nanda cannot 
tolerate if he really means all that he 
has been saying about rooting out 
corruption. It hardly needs to be said 
that there is a yawning gap in our 
statute books if the law is helpless 
against men in public life who are as 
unequivocally indicted of corruption 
as Kairon and his colleagues have 
been by the Das Commission. 

Brief Candle 

THE fall of Aido Moro's Centre-
Left Government in Italy is a 

more dramatic result of the gathering 
strains of the 'opening to the left' 
than might have been expected. Not 
that the problems facing Italy are 
slight, but at its creation late last 
year, the new Coalition had some 387 
of the 630 seats in the Chamber of 
Deputies, and this should have seen 
it through the worst challenges. The 
actual issue, a vote on credits for 
secular schools (part of the Budget) 
was also not one which, on the face 
of i t , should have pulled Moro down. 
The Government was this week sche 
duled to introduce its draft plan of 
'structural' economic reforms along 
with a bill to embody part of those 
reforms by expropriating urban deve
lopment sites. On July 1, the Chris
tian Democrats were to meet and consi
der the plan of reforms and the price of 
Socialist participation in the Coalition 
Cabinet, in conjunction with the eco
nomic crisis currently facing Italy— 
on both counts, there was a fair 
chance Moro would be found wanting 
and would be defeated by the major 
faction in the Party, the Dorotheans 
under Minister of the Treasury, Emi 
lio Colombo. On all three issues, the 
draft reforms, the bill on building 
sites, and the economic crisis, Moro 
faced much more serious challenges 
from his own Right wing (if he pur
sued the reforms rather than tackling 
the crisis), and from the Socialists (if 
they thought he might be abandoning 
the reforms to pursue a wage freeze), 
than the one which has in fact de 
feated him, 

Moro's talks with the trade unions 
to establish an incomes policy were 
almost entirely unsuccessful; however, 
new taxation measures in February did 
something to tighten domestic demand, 
even if not as much as the credit curbs 
of the 'Bank of Italy which has 
led to bankruptcies among smaller 
firms, short-time working in many 
factories (particularly in the car indus
try) and sackings in the building in-
dustry—the damage of a recession to 
the slow rise of the South cannot be 
measured but must be substantial. The 
cutback in industrial activity from 
general monetary tightness has inten
sified the demand from Italian busi
nessmen for a clearcut attack on 
wages—if wages are controlled, it is 
said, credit can be relaxed and the 
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