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of the repayment depends on many 
factors, it creates misunderstanding in 
public mind, and quite needlessly. 

The proposed trust is expected to 
greatly simplify the procedure for uti
lising PL 480 funds. Nevertheless, the 
need for a separate institution when 
there already exist a number of bodies 
charged exclusively with financing the 
private sector is likely to be ques
tioned. Besides, the provision of larger 
financial assistance to the private sec-

Capital View 

THOSE who are unsympathetic to 
Shastri say that he has suffered 

a heart attack. His friends claim that 
it is only heart strain, The truth is 
somewhere in between — exhaustion 
from a sloppy, unorganised schedule of 
work, an untidy approach to appoint-
ments, involvement in a host of petty 
matters and the unwise attempt to 
take over all the burdens which lawa 
harlal Nehru used to shoulder. 

It is not necessary for Shastri to be 
Foreign Minister, Minister for Atomic 
Energy and Chairman of the Planning 
Commission – or, for that matter, 
President of the Mountaineering In 
stitule! He has enough to do as Prime 
Minister and should shed his other 
responsibilities. 

It is, of course, terribly unfortunate 
that this subject should become the 
talk of political circles in the Capital, 
but the nature of his illness suggests 
that Shastri is likely to remain a sick 
man. This impression it wil l be diffi
cult to wipe away, particularly after 
the announcement that the Prime Min
ister will not be attending the Com
monwealth Conference in London. The 
doctors attending on him, mindful of 
his earlier heart attack, strongly ad
vised him to cancel his trip, though 
close advisers, exploiting his total lack 
of faith in modern medical diagnosis, 
were busy warning him of the politi
cal consequences of letting others go 
in his place. 

If Shastri was bold, he would have 
taken the decision to cancel the trip 
long before. Despite the publicity 
attaching to the Commonwealth Prime 
Ministers' Conference, the gathering is 
of little consequence — unless, of 
course, we intend to intervene positi
vely on several critical international 

tor makes even important the problem 
of ensuring that private investment 
flows in the directions envisaged in the 
Plan. The Planning Commission's mid
term Appraisal of the Third Plan dis
closed that while in aggregate finan
cial terms private investment in in
dustry in the first two years of the 
Plan had kept pace with Plan targets, 
there had been marked divergences 
from Plan priorities. High priority 
projects faced difficulties in arranging 

questions, particularly the explosive 
situation in South-East Asia. 

Whatever the outcome of this 
health crisis, there is no denying that 
it has been handled in a hopelessly 
thoroughly inept fashion. The press 
has been sought to be kept in the 
dark about the exact nature of the 
illness. The Prime Minister's house 
at 10, Janpath and its precincts, des-
pite elaborate police and security pre
cautions, have been turned into a 
makeshift picnic ground with visitors, 
demonstrators (stripped to the waist!) 
and vendors vying with each other 
for attention. And, to top it off, one 
of Shastri's sons, in his untutored 
twenties, has taken upon himself the 
job of major domo with the usual ex
asperating, and often comic, side re
sults. 

Shastri's Lack of Style 
These peripheral matters notwith

standing, informed circles in the Ca
pital maintain that Shastri can no 
longer postpone the question of ap
pointing a Foreign Minister. Apart 
from the fact that he has been unable 
to devote any time to the critical in
ternational questions demanding his 
immediate attention, it has also be
come apparent that it will not be 
possible for him at this rather late 
stage to do the necessary home work. 
This is confirmed by a careful reading 
of the full text of his speeches on for
eign policy in the Lok Sabha debates 
now offered to the tartled readers of 
the Foreign Affairs Record (February. 
1964) published by the Ministry of 
External Affairs. 

Shastri's lack of 'style' could be 
forgiven were it not for his very ob-
vious lack of clarity in projecting the 
nuances and shadings of the interna 

foreign collaboration and even in rais
ing funds locally, while relatively low 
priority projects sailed through 
smoothly. The central problem of en
suring that the real savings of the 
community are channelled, with the 
minimum leakages, into the productive 
purposes as envisaged in the plans is 
not solved, and may indeed be made 
more difficult to solve, by the creation 
of new institutions to pump money 
into the private sector. 

tional situation and the state of our 
relations with our unfriendly neigh
bours. Quite clearly, only a full time 
Foreign Minister can hope to give 
meaning and content to our interven
tions — and this applies even if Shas
tri intends to 'subdue' our foreign 
policy, as the fairly powerful western 
lobby is anxious to urge upon him. 

While most Congressmen see Edu
cation Minister Chagla as their only 
acceptable Foreign Minister, and this 
lends credence to the report that 
Shastri did contemplate making this 
appointment at a critical stage of his 
Cabinet-making, some have noticed 
that the unpredictable Biju Patnaik 
has been trying to make his peace with 
the Syndicate in order to enter the 
Cabinet. The snubs administered to 
the determined Patnaik have not de
moralised him; after all, he has a 
second string to his bow—Morarji 
Desai's active encouragement to him 
to contest: the forthcoming Congress 
presidential election! 

Shastri, when pressed, will choose a 
Foreign Minister who has the necessa
ry expertise, but who will not go 
beyond the Prime Minister's brief. 
Chagla, it is felt, is a bit too blunt, 
inclined of late to relish the idea of 
speaking his mind. But, then, this 
same bluntness may be Chagla's way 
of making clear to his colleagues that 
his talents are multi-faceted, not mere
ly legalistic. And he has certainly 
proved us cynics wrong by making a 
definite impact at the slow moving, 
cumbrous Education Ministry. 

Of course, it would be a shame to 
shift Chagla to Foreign Affairs when 
he has settled down so well in Edu
cation. He would suffer Subrama-
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niam's fate — and what a fate! 
Having mastered the fundamentals of 
steel and heavy industrial develop-
ment, and also shown a remarkable 
grasp of elusive detail, Subramaniam 
is saddled with Food and Agriculture 
where warring Chief Ministers rule 
the roost. 

The recent food conference, despite 
courageous leadership by Subrama-
niarn, decided to be indecisive — and 
with Shastri's blessings. Subramaniam's 
talent is being wasted while Sanjeeva 
Reddy is still trying to find out what 
the difference is between steel and 
iron, and why some of the stuff is des
cribed as 'pig'! Reddy's talent should 
have been reserved for Food and 
Agriculture where Shastri originally 
intended to confine it . 

The feeling that Shastri is now 
more than aware of his limitations has 
convinced those who feed on political 
speculation that the composition of the 
Union Cabinet and the leadership of 
several State governments will undergo 
a series of transformations before this 
year is out. That we are able to view 
such a prospect without undue alarm is 
proof that the Congress is in earnest 
about, removing factionalism and lo
cating new talent. However, we can
not be complacent. 

The election of the comparatively 
unknown 51 year-old Ram Kishen, a 
man who is in the Shastri image, as 
Punjab's Chief Minister, can become 
the starting point of similar political 
exercises in other States. True, Ram 
Kishen is dependent for his support 
on both Pratap Singh Kairon and Dar 

bara Singh, but if the Centre backs 
him firmly there is no reason to sup
pose that he cannot become indepen
dent of the factionalists. But one will 
have to watch developments in Punjab 
with great care. Mediocrity cannot 
always be supported. 

The anxiety about the degree of 
firmness and clarity which the Centre 
will use to build a more trustworthy, 
albeit mediocre, leadership in the 
States arises from the apprehension, 
first, that the High Command's inhi 
bit ions about launching a determined 
attack on these practices in the party 
organisation which encourage faction
alism; and second, that the general 
desire of the High Command to favour 
so-called "'centrist' positions which, in 
the absence of Nehru, have become a 
convenient cover for incoherence 
about policies and perspectives. 

'Age of the Commoner' 
The need is for healthy, powerful 

and effective action to make the High 
Command realise that this country is 
not to be satisfied only with mediocri
ty. If mediocre leaders have to be 
pressed into service, because the out
standing ones are committed in fac
tional battles, then the High Command 
will have to be compelled to mobilise 
specialists around these mediocrities. 
This aspect is sadly neglected. Indeed, 
there is unhappy tendency to roman
ticise the 'age of the commoner'. 

However, it is encouraging to note 
some progress on the Kashmir front. 
At last, Sadiq's plea that the Congress 
Party should enter the State has been 
accepted. The decision, taken by 

both Shastri and Kamaraj, wil l be im
plemented by the end of the month. 
Bakshi Ghulam Mohammed is still 
trying to popularise the absurd and 
destructive notion that the National 
Conference is converted into the Con
gress Party, but Sadiq appears to have 
blunted this move with the argument 
that in the interest of political plurali
ty the National Conference should con
tinue (even as a rump under Bakshi!). 
He has argued forcefully that the 
Congress Party musi be a new creation 
drawing its supporters from the 
healthiest elements among the politi
cally conscious groups of the State. 

Abdullah's decision to publicly at 
tack Sadiq is proof that Kashmir 
politics is undergoing a transforma
tion. Sadiq and his able lieutenant 
Mir Qasim are becoming the rallying 
point of sober, progressive opinion. 
Abdullah's quarrels with the vitriolic 
Farrok will unmask the opportunism 
of the Action Committee and the 
Plebiscite Front. If the Congress 
party is launched in the manner sug
gested by Sadiq, it should soon be 
possible to speak of stability in Kash 
mir. 

In short, we are growing up, matur
ing. The only lag is the near-paralysis 
on what might be termed 'the institu
tional front. Muss organisations, re
presentative of the various sections of 
our people and reflecting their atLitu-
des on policies and programmes, must 
be re-built without delay if we are to 
rise above mediocrity and to move 
forward. The success of this effort 
will largely condition our political 
health, 


