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W H I L E he has not f o r m a l l y set 
up a r i v a l A k a l i D a l , Sam 

Pateh S ingh has rea l l y fo rmed a 
separate organisat ion of his own 
w i th in the Da l . Th is , he claims, is 
the on ly " l e g a l " body. Master 
T a r a S ingh continues to control the 
o ld offices but Sam Pateh Singh is 
appoint ing his own executive com
mittee and is even star t ing his own 
newspaper. Bo th fact ions c la im 
the sanct ion of the General Body of 
the D a l . The respective sides d id 
indeed "elect" one of the two lea
ders as President and "expe l " the 
other f r o m membership — hav ing 
taken care to invite on ly its o w n 
supporters to the respective meet
ings. About 200 'delegates' are 
said to have attended the meet ing 
convened by. the Sant, and about 50 
or so, the one by T a r a Singh, 
though the latter f igure was put by 
the sponsors at a precise 231. Both 
the fact ions seem anxious to keep 
up the Action of a single A k a l i D a l 
but the fact is that there are two 
paral le l organisat ions at present. 

Government intervent ion prevent
ed an imminent t r i a l of strength 
but a clash between the two fac
tions may not be f a r off. The 
8 G P C is to meet shor t ly to dis
cuss the Sam-ini t iated no-confidence 
mot ion against the Committee Pre
sident, K i r p a l S ingh Sherewala, a 
non-entity whom T a r a Singh has 
propped up as President. If the 
meeting is held and a violent clash 
is averted T a r a Singh may st i l l 
p reva i l . Fo r he has the v i ta l 
organisat ional — and financial — 
contro l in his hands. A l l the same, 
he w i l l not f ind it easy to "que l l " 
the rebel l ion. 

In the meantime, a long-standing 
t rad i t ion has been broken. Panic
k i n g at the determinat ion of the 
Sant to convene a General Body 
meeting w i t h i n the Golden Temple 
area, T a r a Singh sought off icial 
a id to ma in ta in " l a w and order" , 
thereby permi t t ing the entry of the 
police into the precincts of the 
Temple. Soon, of course, he saw 
his mistake, f o r i t had g iven the 
Sant an effective propaganda 
weapon and so now he vehemently 
denies hav ing cal led the police, 

Sardar Pra tap S ingh K a i r o n , the 
Chief Minister , has benefited the 
most f r o m the A k a l i r i f t . The 
police, once it entered the Gurud-
w a r a , occupied strategic positions 
and arrested a number of Aka l i s , 
be longing to both the fact ions, to 
prevent a clash. That ha rd l y a 
m u r m u r has been raised against 
the entry of the police into the 
Gurudwara indicates the people's 
indifference towards the whole 
a f fa i r . 

Master Prefer red to Sant 

Wha t w i l l , be Chief Minister 
Ka i ron 's next move? The A k a l i 
r i f t def ini tely helps consolidate his 
posit ion. The two fact ions are ac
cusing each other of hav ing played 
into his hands. He, of course, de
nies any understanding w i th either 
of them, but i t seems l i ke ly that he 
wou ld very much w i sh T a r a Singh 
to continue as the A k a l i chief. The 
reason is that whi le T a r a Singh 
does occasional ly start a "move
ment " against the Government, he 
has not the determinat ion to ca r ry 
it to the end. M a n y times in the 
last few years T a r a S ingh has let 
an agi tat ion get to a h igh pitch, 
on ly to di tch it u l t imately. These 
A k a l i p inpr icks actual ly strengthen 
Ka i ron 's posit ion in the Congress. 
He begins to look " indispensable" 
fo r the Congress in Pun jab . A 
more determined and steadfast 
A k a l i leadership, of the type that 
the Sant may possibly provide, 
could, on the other hand, cause real 
d iscomfi ture to the Chief Minister, 
either by ca r r y i ng the opposition to 
his Government to a successful con
clusion or by get t ing routed and 
thus ending the " A k a l i p rob lem" 
wh ich he so bad ly needs fo r his 
own continued supremacy in the 
State. 

To re turn to the P ickw ick ian 
farce being staged at Amr i t sa r , the 
r i f t was precipitated by T a r a Singh, 
when it became apparent that he 
was f ac i ng the gravest threat to his 
leadership so far . Us ing the tech
nique he has employed on many 
occasions dur ing the last fo r ty 
years, he t r ied to isolate Sant Pateh 
Singh in an attempt to force h i m 
Into submission. He began the 
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attack by expel l ing a number of 
the Sam's lead ing supporters fo r 
"ant i -par ty act iv i t ies" — a con
venient enough charge. W i t h his 
ho ld on the A k a l i organisat ion, 
wh i ch in no sma l l measure is due 
to his personal control over the 
par ty funds, T a r a S ingh could be 
reasonably sure of scor ing an easy 
v ic to ry over the Sant. Bu t he 
grave ly under-estimated the latter 's 
popular i ty as also his determina
t ion to fight it out to the bit ter end. 
F o r un l i ke his previous opponents 
who had either jo ined the Congress 
or lef t polit ics, the Sant, by his 
manipulat ions, almost succeeded in 
m a k i n g T a r a S ingh appear as the 
"dissident" . The Sam's decision to 
ho ld a convention of his fo l lowers 
inside the Golden Temple, a day be
fore the Master was to hold his 
own meeting, put T a r a Singh very 
much on the defensive. 

Tara Singh Unmasked 
Hither to T a r a Singh's strength 

lay in the picture he had created of 
h imsel f as a Saint-Pol i t ic ian. Even 
his bitter crit ics seldom doubted his 
sinceri ty. Th is image has, how-
ever, now been tarnished. There 
have been uncompl imentary re-
ferences to his " fast unto death" 
wh ich few, even then, took serious
ly. The Sant has actual ly , threaten
ed to make public some " fac ts " 
about the fast. 

As f o r Sant Fateh Singh, while 
his f o l l ow ing is chief ly among the 
town-dwel l ing Sikhs (ma in l y shop-
keepers), his popular i ty among 
S ikh peasantry is also considerable. 
The acute embarrassment that the 
Sam's campa ign ing on behal f of 
the A k a l i candidate caused the 
Chief Min is ter in his own consti
tuency is proof of this. As against 
this, T a r a Singh has the advanta
ges of h a v i n g control over the 
party 's f inances and a more vocal 
fo l low ing . But even if he scores a 
tactical v ic to ry against the Sam in 
the fo r thcoming meet ing of the 
S G P C, (wh ich he m a y wel l do if 
the Government does not in the 
meant ime suspend the Committee 
i tse l f ) , the Sam w i l l a lways re
m a i n a challenge to Master T a r a 
Singh's leadership o f the A k a l i D a l . 
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