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T H E cool, green-carpeted Lobby 
and the Central Hal ] have been 

the centres of ac t i v i t y in the past 
week though legislat ive business 
itself has been l i m p i n g in a slow 
and dismal fashion. The shr iek ing 
sound of the Quo rum Bell was heard 
almost every af ternoon. But this 
in no way helped to keep the M Ps 
very long in the House. In a few 
minutes they were out. For, this is 
the t ime when rumours are afoot 
about the change of por t fo l ios ; this 
is also the t ime fo r nominat ions on 
delegations going abroad and for 
appointments on committees. More 
things are wrought in the Lobby 
and the Central Ha l l than is ord ina
r i l y imag ined ; and more reputa
tions are made or mar red than one 
would l ike to admit . But there you 
are. The Central Ha l l is (he Dur
bar Ha l l — a place where to be 
seen in the r igh t group and ta l k ing 
to the r igh t people is noticed and 
remarked upon. This is where im
por tant Min is ters hold court and 
have in fo rma l talks af ter the Ques
t ion Hour — a sort of "Mee t the 
M Ps" ef for t . 

On some days the Treasury 
Benches are crowded d u r i n g the 
Question H o u r and the House is 
fu l l . These are the days when the 
External A f fa i rs M in i s t r y or the 
Defence M in i s t r y Questions are in 
the l ist. T h e Pr ime Min is ter is 
there. Members on the Congress 
benches bob up more f requent ly 
and persistently in the hope that 
the Pr ime Minister w i l l notice 
t h e m ; some ask i r re levant questions 
which b r i ng a sharp d r y rebuke 
f r om the Speaker or laughter f r o m 
the House. To be noticed and to 
he in the publ ic eye is af ter all an 
an understandable weakness in 
pol i t ic ians. Shr i M a n i Ram Bagr i 
(Loh ia Socialist, Pun jab ) gets up 
and protests at the proceeding be
ing in Engl ish. In a loud voice, he 
appeals to the Speaker. 

"Speaker Sahb — Speaker Sahb" 
" O r d e r , Order " -
"Speaker Sahb — — —" 

He never fai ls to get himself not iced. 

Another member who has so fa r 

cont r ibuted l i t t le to the work of the 

Lok Sabha except i n te r rup t i ts 

smooth conduct is Swami Ramesh-
waranand (Jana Sangh, also f r o m 
P u n j a b ) . Every t ime he says he is 
unable to understand what is said 
in Engl ish and therefore demands, 
w i t h out-stretched hands and dra
mat ic gestures, that the med ium be 
changed f r o m Engl ish to H i n d i . He 
is an impressive f igure in his flow
ing saffron robes. 

Three delegations are going 
abroad : To Russia at the inv i ta
t ion of the U S S R Government ; 
to Niger ia for the Commonweal th 
Par l iamentary Conference; and to 
Brazi l fo r the In ternat ional Par l ia
mentary Conference. The delega
tions wi l l comprise of Members of 
the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha. 
Who wi l l be the lucky few to be 
selected ? 

Government as 'Land Agents' 

The Land Acquis i t ion (Amend
ment) B i l l and the P lann ing De
bate were the two impor tant fea
tures of last week. There was a 
sharp dif ference of op in ion between 
r ight and left w ing Congressmen 
over the Land Acquis i t ion (Amend
ment) B i l l . A l l the persuasive 
powers of Shr i S K Pat i l who moved 
the B i l l were not enough to get it 
passed. The social ist ic-minded Con
gressmen were more in agreement 
w i th the PSP and the Communist 
Members than w i t h the Government 
that the passing of the Bi l l wou ld 
empower the Government to acquire 
land f o r a pr ivate company, w i t h 
the explanat ion that such acquisi
t ion was necessary " i n the interest 
of the general pub l ic ' ' as specified 
in the Amendment and that " i t 
wou ld be l ike ly to promote the eco
nomic development of the c o u n t r y " ; 
that the Government would become 
" l a n d agents' of the pr ivate in 
dustr ia l ists for whose benefit the 
legislat ion may be used. 

The Amendment had become 
necessary to enlarge the scope of 
the Land Acqu is i t ion Act of 1894 
after the judgment of the Supreme 
Court in the case of R L Au ro ra vs 
the State of U P (1962) . As the 
judgment may have inva l idated the 
previous acquis i t ion of land by 
var ious States f o r companies en
gaged in industr ies " l i ke l y to pro
mote the economic development of 

the country" or wh ich were "es-
sential to the life of the commu
n i ty ' ' , the Land Acqu is i t i on ( A m 
endment) Ord inance (1962) was 
promulgated on July 20, 1962. The 
B i l l is intended to replace the Ord i 
nance. 

The B i l l w i l l come up fo r f u r the r 
discussion later. I t looks as i f i t 
w i l l be passed w i th some modif ica
tions eventual ly. 

The P lann ing Debate was a dis
appo in tment except f o r the luc id 
and well argued speeches of Mem
bers l ike Shr i I n d r a j i t Gupta, 
the Communist . Member f rom West 
Bengal and Shr i U N Dhebar. It 
was obvious that even the Congress 
Members could not but deplore the 
shortcomings in the fo rmu la t i on 
and implementat ion of the P lan. 
No new arguments were offered 
for , the Plan is an ever-present 
factor in most Par l iamentary de
bates. A l l that was said had been 
said before. 

Prizes for Cooperative 
Consumers' Stores 

A P R I Z E scheme to encourage 
the organisat ion and efficient 

func t ion ing of cooperative con
sumers' stores has been fo rmula ted 
by the Centra l Government. Three 
prizes — Rs 1000, Rs 600 and Rs 
400 — w i l l be offered under the 
scheme wh ich w i l l cover a l l con
sumers' stores organised in the 
Cooperative, Orientat ion & Study, 
Small-Scale Industr ies and Social 
Educat ion T r a i n i n g centres as wel l 
as those run by the Na t i ona l Ins t i 
tute of Study & Research in Com-
mun i ty Development and by K h a d i 
Mahav idya layas . Some 55 coopera 
l ive stores have been organised by 
these bodies. 

A l l stores of thus category, 
whether registered or unregistered, 
wh ich were w o r k i n g for six months 
immediate ly p r io r to June 30, 1962. 
w i l l be el igible to part icipate in the 
competit ion. H a l f the amount of 
the prize w i l l be credited to the re
serve f und of the consumers' stores 
and the balance w i l l be uti l ised fo r 
we l fare purposes to be determined 
by their members. 
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