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IT was the Laos Conference in the 
Palais des Nations that was steal

ing the headlines f rom the w o r l d 
press. Not far f rom the Palais, 
almost unnoticed, twenty five econo
mists and scientists were also meet
ing at the 'Centre Internat ional ' . 
They had come f rom fifteen coun
tries to organize a conference on 
what is perhaps the key question in 
the twentieth century: economic de
velopment of the less advanced coun
tries. 

In this preparatory conference, 
three major regions of the wor ld 
were represented. The pr ivate en
terprise economies were represented 
by economists f rom the Uni ted 
States, the Un i t ed K i n g d o m , France. 
West Germany, Sweden, Netherlands 
and Japan, F rom the centrally-
planned economies, those who took 
part were f rom the Soviet Un ion , 
Poland, Czechoslovakia and Yugo
slavia; while Ind ia , Indonesia, Ghana 
and Burma part ic ipated on behalf 
of the indus t r ia l ly less developed 
countries. The unique feature of 
this conference, apart f rom its 
wor ld-wide representation, was the 
encounter of some of the most cele
brated personalities in the held of 
economics — Gafourov, Ruhenstein. 
Szulki'n f rom the Fast; Kuznets, 
K a l d o r , Tinbergen, Floyd Reynolds 
f rom the West. This meeting, the 
first of its k i n d , was arranged on the 
in i t i a t ive of Professor Gunner M y r -
dal and Professor Mahalanobis, both 
of whom have devoted considerable 
t ime to problems of economic deve
lopment. 

After five days of intensive dis
cussion, it was unanimously decided 
to appoin t an Organis ing Committee 
to convene in Ind ia a conference of 
about hundred economists and scien
tists at the end of 1962. Professor 
Mahalanobis has offered the fac i l i 
ties of the Ind ian Statist ical Ins t i 
tute in Calcutta to the Committee 
for the intervening per iod . 

The most significant achievement 
of this preparatory conference was 
the in t roduc t ion of a new pr inc ip le 
in Internat ional responsibi l i ty Whe
ther or not t r i pa r t i t e representation 
or - ' t ro ika ' is desirable in interna
t iona l conferences and in the U N 

Secretariat may be a matter of con
troversy. But, in this non-govern
mental conference, a precedent for 
it has been already established. The 
Organising Committee is to consist 
of nine members: three each f rom 
the Western, Eastern and the un
commit ted nations. It was indeed 
remarkable that despite considerable 
discussion and controversial debate, 
al l decisions at the conference were 
taken unanimously wi thou t resort to 
vo t ing . 

There were two points around 
which the main discussion centered. 
The first related to the structure, 
composit ion and responsibil i ty of 
the Organis ing Committee. The se
cond was the l is t of subjects that 
the fo r thcoming conference should 
discuss. It was generally agreed that 
the conference on economic develop
ment in 1962 should be at a non
governmental and technical level. 
There is a basic reason behind this 
decision. The People's Republic of 
China which has been excluded f rom 
many in ternat ional organisations 
would be able to part icipate in the 
discussions. 

Sharp Reactions 

What really provoked sharp 
reactions; was the question of Disar
mament and Popula t ion . It is 
interesting to note the conflict of 
attitudes on these two impor tant 
problems. To take Disarmament 
first, wh ich is jus t now problem 
number one in the internat ional 
f ield. Professor Ruhenstein, who has 
made a special study of the Ame
r ican economy, when asked whether 
he thought Disarmament would 
contr ibute to economic develop
ment, repl ied, "Considerably. Can 
you imagine the vast resources that 
would be let loose to assist the 
less-advanced countries ?" I was 
s t i l l wonder ing how many bi l l ions 
of dollars that would make, when 
he said, "Even in a system l ike the 
Americans have, it is necessary to 
prepare for such an eventuality*'. 
He emphasised the po in t that i t 
was possible to d isarm. I asked 
the same question to K a l d o r , the 
Cambridge economist. He said, 
"The Russians are m a k i n g propa
ganda" and then, after a pause, re-
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pl ied in greater de ta i l . The essence 
of his argument was that disarma
ment is desirable, but th is does not 
provide the answer to economic 
development. Professor Kuznets, 
who has been measuring national 
income and g rowth for over t h i r t y 
years, thought that disarmament is 
only one of the problems in con
sidering the ways of developing 
poor countries. There is a need, for 
a basic scientific theory, wh ich 
wou ld fill up the many gaps o f 
knowledge on this subject H i s use 
of the word 'poor countries' re
minded me of M y r d a l , who in a 
lecture a few days earlier had c r i 
ticised the complicated terminology 
that had evolved to describe these 
countries. He said, "The t ru th is 
that these countries are poor, so, 
why not say so ? W h i l e both, the 
economists f rom the Fast and West, 
underl ined the importance of a 
serious study of disarmament and 
populat ion, the Western intellectuals 
appeared to give only l imi ted at
tention to the economic effects of 
disarmament. 

The Eastern intellectuals d i d not 
th ink that the study of populat ion 
problems was of great significance. 
They argued that populat ion does 
not meri t a special w o r k i n g commi
ttee. However, in the interest of 
unan imi ty , both subjects were 
given the p r iv i l eged posit ion of 
having a special w o r k i n g committee 
attached to each of them. 

The elucidation of many ideas 
on economic g rowth wou ld be 
the most fundamental cont r ibu t ion 
of the 1962 conference. T w o points 
were emphasised to those who 
would he prepar ing papers for this 
w o r l d conference. One, that the 
purpose of discussion is to seek 
ways in which the rate of econo
mic growth in the poor countries 
can be raised. The second po in t 
wh ich the par t ic ipants w o u l d 
keep in m i n d was the study of the 
experience? of advanced countries. 
Those periods of the advanced 
countries wou ld be specially exa
mined in which the problems of 
a t ta in ing and main ta in ing a higher 
rate of economic g r o w t h were suc
cessfully solved. 
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