
No Paradise for the People 
Krishna Ahooja 

IT was the last day of the Festival. 
The newly-buil t sports stadium 

in Srinagar was almost f u l l . About 
t h i r ty thousand viewers had gathered 
in the mellow sunshine to witness 
the closing activities. One of the 
high l ights of the day was the 
announcement that soon Jammu 
would also be the proud owner of 
a sports s tadium. The Government 
must be equitable to both valleys. 
The people also learnt that a large 
hostel and a large theatre are also 
planned for Srinagar. The estimated 
cost of these beauties is approxi 
mately equal to the paid-up capital 
of the Stale Finance Corporat ion 
established to develop industries in 
the private sector. 

Throughout the long programme, 
the Pr ime Minis ter . Bakshi Ghulam 
Mohammed showed intense interest 
in each item : whether it was phy
sical display by school children or 
Bhangra folk-dance, he gesticulated 
frequently wi th his arms a iming 
for perfection. Dur ing the twelve-
dav festival, he travelled conti
nuously to compere cul tural prog
rammes, address large meetings and 
even captained a women's team in 
a tug of war. Other ministers were 
equally in a festive mood. It was 
said that the unattended pile of 
Government files rose to new 
heights. For the ordinary people, 
the festival provided a break from 
(he monotony of l i fe . Bakshi Ghu-
lam Mohammed appeared on many 
occasions not unlike the auxious 
father preparing for his daughters 
send-off. He would elude his body
guards and disappear into the 
crowd. 

A BRAVE MAN 

The football match had just be
gun when the Prime Minister called 
me in interview h im . The first 
question that I put Bakshi Ghulam 
Mohammed pertained to the reason 
for his indifference to personal secu
r i t y , "Does this indicate pol i t ical 
stabili ty in K a s h m i r ? " . I asked. 
His answer was quick . He said 
that he belonged to the people and 
he had fu l l confidence in them. 
This may or may not be a reilec-
t ion of the personal popula r i ty of 
the P r ime Minis ter . What is cer
ta in is that his main opposit ion, the 

Democratic Nat ional Conference, 
does not cri t icize him for lack of 
personal courage. Cri t ics complain 
that too much money is wasted on 
such things as festivals, the motive 
being to divert attention f rom more 
fundamental issues. As elsewhere in 
India , cor rup t ion and nepotism, i t 
is alleged, are widespread. It is 
not unusual to hear people refer to 
'B B C' (Bakshi Brothers Corpn-
ra t ion) . 

Before us lay the Pir Paujal-
Kange. its barrenness la id bare in 
the bright afternoon sun. Anticipat
ing my question. Bakshi Saheb point
ed out that the Forest Department is 
quite active in Kashmir , work ing 
on the simple formula of fe l l ing 
one and plant ing four trees. At 
this rate, one would suppose, in 
about a century there ought to exist 
that lushness around Srinagar which 
many travellers had described since 
the twelfth century. Perhaps the 
barrenness of the mountains is an 
indication of weak central author i ty 
I suggested that in Switzerland 
wherever the possibility of growth 
exists. there are thick forests. 
"They" , reported the Prime Minis 
ter. "consider that out forests are 
r i c h e r . 

ELECTRICITY RADIOS VVD WATCHES 

Through the centuries, precious 
pine, fur and walnut have been 
used by the people as fuel. Unless 
an alternative fuel is provided for 
cooking and heating,, the mountains 
in Kashmir cannot remain green, 
Realising this the Government in i 
tialed schemes such as the Sindh 
Valley Hydroelectr ic Project. In a 
country where nature is so gene 
ious that a generator installed any-
where can produce electricity, the 
total generating capacity, unt i l re
cently, was only 3000 k W ! 

T u r n i n g to industr ia l izat ion. l 
asked Bakshi Ghulam Mohammed, 
what the broad pattern is likely to 
be in Kashmir . He explained that 
Government envisages the develop
ment of medium and small scale 
industries : "Heavy industry is a 
difficult propos i t ion ." " W h i c h indus-
tries", I inqu i red , "would be given 
p r i o r i t y in the next p l a n ? " . After 
a moment's reflection he said, "we 

are going to have a watch factory, 
a radio factory, a br ick factory 
. . . . and, of course, develop our 
t radi t ional crafts'". " W h y watches?" 
I commented, "not even the h igh ly 
industr ial ized countries make their 
own watches". He replied, "we 
want to give everything to our peo
ple, radios and watches". Assem
bl ing component parts of a watch or 
a radio is one th ing, but the asser
t ion that a l l the component parts 
would be manufactured in Kashmir 
can hard ly be considered the r ight 
approach. Gan a country wh ich 
imports quantities of food annually 
afford to bu i ld a radio or a watch 
factory? It would seem that the 
solution of the food problem would 
receive p r i o r i t y . 

LAND REFORM 

In India , wi th the passage of 
time the importance given to land 
reform has receded. Kashmir is 
unique in car ry ing out a thorough
going landreform. "What lessons". 
I asked, "can India learn f rom the 
experience of K a s h m i r ? " Bakshi 
Ghulam Mohammad began at the 
beginning. Land reform is the 
essential preiequjsite to improve 
ment in l i v ing . The bulk of our 
people live on land . ' W h a t are 
the impl ica t ion of car ry ing out 
such a r e fo rm?" . He answered, as 
though choozing his words. "when 
we started, we look a calculated 
risk. It was not an easy task 
but now the peasants are better off. 
They are more confident ". He par t i 
cular ly emphasised the need for 
similar reform in all the States in 
India . Today in Kashmir , the pea
sant is the owner of the land, but 
so far provision of taccavi loans 
and cooperative credit has been nei
ther adequate nor t imely. 

The sun played wi th the moun
tains. The footbal l match was 
over. A wave of excitement ran 
through the crowd. My m i n d wan
dered oil to the other side of the 
mountains, where the Chinese had 
made incursions into the te r r i tory . 
"What effect d i d these events have 
on the Kashmir i mind? How far 
d i d the Sino-Indian dispute influence 
the internal policy of K a s h m i r ? " 
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The Pr ime Min i s te r got up f r o m 
his .seat and applauded the winners, 
Coming back to my question, he 
said, "None whatsoever". He added 
a more definite statement, "no, no 
we are not a f ra id of anyone". 

I had heard, earlier, f r o m some 
university students that the Chinese 
if they decided to cross the border 
would he welcome. It was said that 
they could build better and more 
roads. The news that a ra i l road is 
to connect central China w i t h Lhasa 
had also excited their imagina t ion . 
Some others who are more patr iot ic , 
maintain that the Government of 
India is treating Kashmir as a colo
ny. After the money is poured, it 

is alleged, the centre forgets ahout 
the val ley. There are s t i l l others 
who manifest a hankering for the 
pood old days of monarchy. The. 
si lk industry, say the protagnisls of 
the ins t i tu t ion, shows a rap id decline. 
Besides, unemployment has progres
sively increased. 

Taking into account these c r i t i 
cisms, I asked the Prime Minister . 
"how long, in your op in ion , would 
it take to give each Kashmir i a 
reasonable standard of l i v i n g ? " 
' T h a t " , replied the leader, "is t l i l l i -
cult, to say". I insisted. "What is 
your dream?" How many years 
do you think it should lake?" His 
opt imist ic reply surprised me. He 

said that the process would take 
about a decade. 

It is a safe guess that ten years 
hence the valleys and mountains of 
Jammu and Kashmir would remain 
beaut iful . Possibly more tour ing 
centres would spr ing up in the next 
decade. The number of tourists 
wou ld also increase and. as the 
Prime Minis ter hopes. "Kashmi r 
may even became a tourist's para
d ise ' . But it is hard to imagine 
that then in the cruel winter, each 
Kashmir i would have some occupa
tion other than smoking hukkah and 
sitting wi th a kangr i under his 
phiran waiting for the smell of 
spr ing. 

Book Review 

The Cloven Foot 
Amrita Rangasami 

Recent Trends in Indian Nationalism by A K Desai. A Supplement to Social Background of Indian Na-
tionalism. Popular Hook Depot. Bombay. 1960. pp 119. Price Rs 8.75 

T H I S is a "a survey of the chan
ges in the relations of various 

classes, and socio-economic groups 
compris ing the Indian Nation, the 
changes in their relative strengths 
and mutual struggles." It takes into 
account not only the many internal 
forces that were responsible for 
these but also the impact of those 
forces that were present in the in
ternational wor ld . It begins wi th 
the second wor ld war. gives the 
p r inc ipa l features of the altered so
cial landscape in the w o r l d , the rise 
of new powers of U S A. the guar
dian of wor ld capital ism, of the so
cialist bloc and the tensions in those 
countries and sketches in thin lines 
a complete world picture. Section 
two deals w i th nationalism in India 
d u r i n g the war period the econo
mic and pol i t ical developments. 

Dr Desai points out that all the 
economic development that took 
place was reckless profi teering in
dulged in by Indian bourgeoisie 
while the masses suffered. As for 
pol i t ica l development he shares w i th 
D D Kosamhi the doubt whether 
the thought then current among the 
Indian bourgeoisie had in effect per
meated the Congress leadership — 
for, the 1942 resolution with its 
lack of any plan of action was 
' b r i l l i an t strategy f rom a class point 
of view.' Coming to the postwar 
situation and the strikes and the 

hartals t h a t were normal occur
rences in India at that time, the 
author holds up the scathing con-
demnatnm of such mass movements* 
voiced by Gandhi j i and his lieu
tenants. The author, g iv ing his 
prognosis, earlier quotes from his 
hook the Social Background of 
Indian Nationalism. "That the 
Indian Nationalist movement wi l l be 
dominated by and made to subserve 
the interest of the capitalist class" 
and that "Consti tut ionalism, sharp
ened communal ism. accentuated in-
te rprov inc ia l r ivalr ies and opposi
t ion to or increased distortions of 
g rowing mass struggles by the lead
ers of vested interests are likely to 
be the p r inc ipa l characteristics of 
the next phase of Indian develop
ment". 

It is the section on nationalism 
after independence (the biggest sec
t ion in this l i t t le book) that one 
turns to w i t h eagerness. Dr Desai 
begins wi th the paradox in the party 
of unity vivisect ing I n d i a ; the trans
fer of power—coming not as a pro
duct of pol i t ica l revolution 
but a consti tutional device. He 
delineates the bourgeois structure of 
the new state—the sacrosanetity of 
the right to proper ty in the means 
of product ion . the right to work re
legated to being a mere directive 
p r i n c i p l e : a secular state but no 
secular c i v i l code; bourgeois rather 

than socialist indus t r ia l i sa t ion: the 
b a r evinced in g iv ing education to 
the masses; the caste colouring of 
the governmental set u p ; the t i m i d 
steps taken towards agrar ian reform 

the po l i t i ca l , economic sociological 
development and everywhere the 
bourgeois character of these vitiat
ing g rowth . 

Regarding the language problem 
Dr Desai deplores the lack of a plan, 
fie feels that the Government should 
have set aside a large sum and en
gaged outstanding writers, specia
lists in various subjects, to create a 
l i terature in those subjects as well 
as render translations of the host 
scientific and technical, sociological, 
economic. pol i t ica l . philosophical 
and other works f rom English into 
H i n d i as well as various other Indian 
languages. "Such a planned drive 
to b u i l d a massive l i terature em
bodying modern languages was 
vital ly necessary, Unfortunately that 
dr ive was never undertaken. 

G iv ing the central idea of the 
book Dr Desai states that w i t h i n the 
matr ix of the capitalist social rela
tions on the basis of capitalist pro
perly relations, a prosperous indus
t ry , agricul ture, a scientific and 
artistic culture cannot be created... 
"only socialism can end the present 
crisis in Indian society." He winds  
up wi th misgivings for the future. 

To a historical materialist, ethical 
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