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Weekly Notes 
Shortage of Coal or of Wagons ? 

IS i t the shortage of coal or of 
wagons to carry coal wh ich has 

left blast furnaces in Rourkela and 
Bhi la i idle and undermined indus
t r ia l product ion all around, raised 
costs and reduced product ion in 
steel plants and affected the output 
of fertilisers at S i n d h r i ? On pro
duction side, Swaran Singh's cool 
statement that all was wel l and that 
the anticipated shor t fa l l of 0 m i l l i o n 
tons in the product ion of coal by 
the end of the Second Plan would 
be made up ' w i t h i n a few months 
wou ld appear to pass on the 
blame to the ra i lways . Immediately 
after this reassuring statement by 
Swaran Singh in Parliament, the 
railways came out w i t h their sad 
story of severe shortage of coal 
which had forced them to cancel 
so many of the mai l , passenger 
and goods trains. This has been 
followed up now by very d is turb ing 
reports of the loss of time and 
money to the rai lways result ing 
f rom the bad qual i ty of coal which 
the rai lways have been gett ing. 
Tra ins have been losing runn ing 
t ime, because of the infer ior quali ty 
of coal on which the locomotives 
have to run . The problem of coal 
supply is not merely that of aggre
gate quan t i t y ; even marginal short
fall in par t icular types of coal , 
coking coal or coals of selected 
grades, may and do hit strategic 
points in the economy. 

Fuel, t ransport and steel call for 
a h igh degree of co-ordination of 
product ion and p lanning , the diffi
culties of which can hardly be exag
gerated. In handl ing this giant-
sized operation, some jol ts and 
jerks may also be inevitable. Such 
things, one may say, happen in the 
best of families. Rut if they happen 
repeatedly and the evidence that 
something was being done about 
them ceases to be convincing, stark 
disasters w i l l stare the country in 
(he face. It is a most welcome sign 
of the g rowing devclopment-minded-
ness of the people that the virtues 
to perspective p l ann ing are being 
better appreciated and that a fourth 
steel plant has been provided for in 
the Draf t T h i r d Plan in anticipa
tion of the steel requirements of the 
economy a few years hence. Th ink
ing ahead, however, w i l l not help 
unless there is a greater sense of 

urgency for doing, here and now, 
what needs to be done. The complex 
bottleneck of coal, transport and 
steel has to be broken and a giant 
effort bus to be mounted for the 
purpose. Where is that effort? 

Pathetic Confession 

'THERE is i rony in the difficulties 
faced by rai lways in the matter of 

coal supply of the r igh t qual i ty . It 
w i l l be remembered that an Expert 
Committee was appointed three 
years ago to tackle the very same 
ailment which has afflicted the rai l
ways so disastrously. The Commit
tee recommended that the price the 
railways were paying for coal f rom 
Hen gal and Hi bar collieries was not 
related to their "'calorific value or 
useful heat"; that the coal of out
ly ing fields being ungraded, the 
railways d id not get value for their 
money; and that supplies of coal 
general I v wore no! up to the speci
fied grade. According to the Audit 
Report, Railways I960, the fol lowing 
action was taken : 

" ( i ) Recommendations regarding 
the revision of grades and price 
structure have, been referred to the 
M i n i s t r y of Sleek Mines and Fuel 
who control the grading and p r i c ing 
of coals. That M i n i s t r y have al
ready completed the grading and 
p r i c ing of coal produced in Madhya 
Pradesh. Bombay and Orissa Slates 
w i t h effect from the 18th November, 
1959, In regard to grading of 
West Bengal and Bihar coals, the 
Coal Board w i l l continue, as before, 
a systematic checking of grades of 
collieries, and revising them, where 
necessary, while in regard to revi
sion of prices for Bengal and Bihar 
coals, the M i n i s t r y do not consider 
the revision of grading on the basis 
of heat content alone a practical 
step. The Committee's recommen
dation in this regard is under fur
ther consideration." 

"(ii) In regard to the Commit
tee's estimate of the effect of i n 
fer ior qual i ty on the. ra i lways ' fuel 
b i l l , the M i n i s t r y of Steel, Mines 
and Fuel consider that the assess
ment is based merely on two rap id 
qual i ty surveys, and that there are 
other factors, as observed by the 
Expert Committee, which also affect 
coal consumption." 

The Report added that the Minis
t r y was going to set up an Inspec-
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tion Organisation to cover the 
collieries of the N C D C in the first 
instance and to extend i t . "as found 
necessary and feasible." Is it not 
surpr is ing that after this apparent ly 
energetic action, the Rai lway Min i s 
ter should come out wi th so pathetic 
a confession of fa i lu re? 

Restraint on Ceylon Press 

Our Colombo Correspondent Writes: 

Y O U R edi tor ia l comments on the 
proposed take-over of the press in 

Ceylon have been well put, but in 
general it doesn't seem to be known 
how bad the Ceylon press was. It 
wasn't s imply that they were pro-
I ' N P edi tor ia l ly . but their news 
coverage was very unfair . For exam
ple, every l i t t l e quarrel in the SLEP 
or the. Marx is t parties was reported 
in breathless detai l , whi le a nasty 
row between the ex-Finance Min is 
ter under Senanayake, J R Jaye 
wardene, and another U N P man 
who were busily cut t ing each others" 
throats runn ing in the same Colombo 
constituency went without mention. 
The closer it came to elections, the 
more all the papers came to look 
l ike UNP propaganda hand outs. 

The SLFP's proposal to take over 
the press expl ic i t ly reeks of punish
ment and revenge; none of the 
Minis ters seem to take very serious
ly the idea that a country is the 
better for a genuinely independent 
press. The i r solution wou ld almost 
certainly come to a m i r r o r image of 
the present si tuation : the press 
would then be delir iously pro-SLFP 
instead of being un i fo rmly c r i t i ca l . 

The k i n d of pol i t ical restraint i t 
would require to have a pub l i c cor
porat ion, established by the govern
ment but not ho ld ing shares, run
ning an unrestricted press is pract i 
cally inconceivable in Ceylon. But 
if some way could be found to break 
the present monopoly wi thout too 
much damage, it would be a healthy 
change. 


