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future demand for refined products. 
I f I n d i a needs 14 m i l l i o n tons of 
such products by the end of the 
T h i r d Plan period, there should be 
scope for expanding the exist ing 
units which can be effected at so 
much lower cost, as also for Betting 
up new units w i th potential for fu
ture expansion. From the data pre
sented by Mr Tew, the demand for 
refined products as defined by h i m 
( that is excluding natura l gas but 
inc luding oi l requirements at Indian 
air fields and ports for internat ional 

a i rcraf t and sh ip) at 14 m i l l i o n 
tons in 1960 appears to be much 
more plausible than the Planning 
Commission's estimate of less than 1.0 
m i l l i o n tons by 1965. For even at 
the present rate of expansion, de
mand as defined above should be 
13.4 mi l l i on tons in 1966 and this 
is the m i n i m u m figure, apart f rom 
any new products to be introduced. 
If the development aimed at in the 
T h i r d Plan is achieved, then ex
pansion must increase beyond what 
is projected on the basis of present 

rates of g rowth . 

I f , as a matter of fact, the main 
bone of contention between the Gov
ernment and the o i l companies is 
the tie-up in the matter of supply 
of crude and the consequent loss of 
freedom of operations in regulat ing 
o i l policies, advantage should be 
taken of the offer made by 
Burmah-Shell for fur ther modifica
t ion to the Refinery Agreement 
while a l l owing this proposed ex
pansion. 

Evasion of Probe in Assam 
H AS India been fa l l ing apart? 

Have we ceased to be a nation, 
one people? T i m e and again these 
questions have been asked, when
ever a par t icular ly distressing out
burst of l i n g u i s m ' or 'Casleisnm"— 
what ugly words! —has come to 
public notice. But the question has 
never been asked as anxiously as 
after the recent happenings in 
Assam. It doesn't lake much histori
cal research to question the histori
city of our nationhood. Yet, Indians 
are one people shaped by both his
tory and geography though not 
welded into the pattern of nation 
state of 19th century Europe. 
True enough, scholars had to delve 
deep into the past and ransack the 
Shaslras and find documentary 
evidence for and to rationalise the 
emotional upsurge which had swept 
the people. The Swadeshi move
ment worked out some sort of ideo
logy, of which it is fashionable to 
make fun today. But let us face i t : 
people are not welded into a nation 
without going through severe or
deals. There may be moments in 
a nation's l ife when it looks a 
matter of touch and go whether peo
ple would adhere together or fall 
apart . 

Has Assam plunged the country 
into such a dark phase? Shall we 
never come out of it into the light 
again? The West Bengal press has 
been roundly condemned and Bandit 
Nfehru had led the attack on it for 
p lay ing up what must be, i m p l i e d l y , 
a minor incident and for inf laming 
passions. D i d the enlightened press 
of India do its duty by Assam? Yet 
Pandi t j i admits wi thout reservation 
that the happenings in Assam are 
the darkest in our history since the 
communal riots of the days of 
Pa r t i t ion . To this Acharya K r i p a -
lani adds the bitter reminder that 
for Par t i t ion and its consequences. 

we could blame the t h i rd par ty . But 
whom can we blame for the tragedy 
of Assam? 

Emotional integrat ion of a people1 

is not achieved in a day. It cannot 
stand in thin air . It must also have 
a material base. Any one who tries 
to think what would he the state of 
India today without the integrat ion 
of the Princely States w i l l readily 
appreciate this home t r u t h . But 
the Princely States were not the only 
bars to the integration of Ind ia , To 
weld the people into a nat ion, s imi
lar measures of integration have to 
be carr ied out on many fronts. The 
States Reorganisation Commission 
touched upon some of these —-
integrat ion of services and so on. The 
Constitution of India is the Sove
reign instrument for securing conso
l ida t ion , but it remained a dead letter 
when the Centre failed to act in the 
hour of need. The Centre is s l ipp ing 
again in adminis ter ing the unplea
sant medicine of a j ud ic i a l probe. 
The Par l iamentary delegation which 
visited Assam shrunk f rom grasping 
the nettle; it was not competent to 
pul l it out. even if it wanted to. 
On the language issue, it deliberate
ly refrained from recording its 
findings or making any recommen
dations. 

In the planned programme 
of evasion of responsibil i ty and 
avoidance of adminis ter ing un
pleasant remedies, the next move 
has been fo rma l ly inaugurated 
by Pandit Nehru by tu rn ing 
down the demand for an immediate 
hurh level jud ic ia l i nqu i ry into the 
shameful happenings in Assam. 
Unable to face i t . Pandit Nehru 
temporises. He does not rule out 
the possibil i ty of such an i n q u i r y 
but it has to be postponed t i l l a 
more "appropriate time'.. The re
fugees who have escaped to West 
Bengal or are hundled together in 

camps protected by armed guards 
w i l l not be rehabil i tated when their 
huts are rebuilt or the Assam Gov
ernment issues a c i rcular . The pro
cess of rehabil i ta t ion can begin only 
when they gain a sense of security. 

What is this language question? 
The rest of India may close their 
ears to the croakings of the West 
Bengal press. But what about these 
observations of the States Re-organi
sation Commission which could not 
be accused of pa r t i a l i ty for any 
part icular province? 

" T i l l comparatively very recent 
times that is to say 1931, when 
l inguist ic tabulation was last 
undertaken, Assamese was not in 
fact a language spoken by a majo
r i ty of the inhabitants of the 
State." 

' i t is not surpr is ing that the 
rapid increase in the past two 
decades in the number of persons 
speaking Assamese has been dis
puted, and the veri ty of the 1951 
figures has been questioned." 
We have yet a long way to go 

and it is suicidal to k i d ourselves 
w i t h the bel ief that the Indian na
t ion could be patterned after the 
model of the European nation state 
wi th a single language. Indians who 
have migrated and settled down 
for generations in fore ign lands have 
nowhere been completely assimilated 
to the country of their adopt ion. 
Whether we like it or not, they s t i l l 
remain Indians. That way, the 
people of each province retain their 
i nd iv idua l i t y and cul tural traits in 
whichever part of India they may-
settle. To demand complete assimi
lat ion on the model of the nation 
state would be to fly in the face of 
history and present day real i ty . 
There is no easy solution for the 
Ind ian people. Let us face the hard 
facts and have the courage to 
grapple w i t h them. 
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