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Weekly Notes 
Uneasy Coalition 

IT may be a tribute to Mr Suhra-
wardys political tactics that, by 

resigning on an issue of principle, 
he has put his political rivals in the 
wrong. But the circumstances 
under which the Muslim League has 
returned to power are symbolic of 
political intrigue and instability in 
Pakistan. General Iskander Mirza's 
efforts to form an interim National 
Government failed because the 
Awami League refused to participate 
in such a Government. Neither the 
Awamt League nor its leader is be
yond reproach; both have acted wise
ly In deciding to function as the 
main element in Opposition. Mr 
Chundrigar and the Muslim League 
can congratulate themselves for 
their shrewd tactics in heading a 
coalition Cabinet in which the Lea
gue has no majority. This is no 
mean achievement. But the Muslim 
League has scored a bigger victory 
in leading the coalition Cabinet on 
its own terms and conditions. 

Time alone wi l l show whether the 
Republicans are right in anticipating 
future developments. It would bo 
hasty to blame the Republican Party 
of inconsistency, though it cannot, 
escape allegations of political oppor
tunism. Contrary to the popular 
criticism or interpretation, t h e Re
publican Party does not seem to have 
abandoned its demand for dissolution 
of one-unit West Pakistan into 
separate, linguistic units. It has only 
postponed the demand t i l l the Sec
tions. In the circumstances, what 
prevented the Republican Party to 
continue to lend support to Mr 
Suhrawardy and the Awami League? 
W i l l i t , then, have to be presumed 
that the Muslim League has entered 
into an understanding wi th the Re
publican Party for a joint policy to 
the break-up of the one-unit West 
Pakistan after the election In re
turn for the Republican Party's ac
ceptance of the League's insistent 
demand tor elections on the basis 
of separate electorates? If that be 
so, the Republican Party seems to 
have been cajoled to dig its own 
political grave. For. separate elec
torates can only help the emergence 
of those elements which the Muslim 
League represents. 

Whether or not the Republican 

Party has been outmanoeuvred by 
the Muslim League is not as signi
ficant as the implications of the deal 
between these two parties. East 
Pakistan Is not enamoured of the 
Muslim League. It has lost its 
support in Pakistan's eastern wing. 
But the system of separate elector-
ates may help the Muslim League 
to gain ground in East Pakistan, 
and to regain its former status in 
West Pakistan. This much seems 
clear. But the Muslim League's 
assumed acceptance of the Republi
can Party's demand for dissolution 
of the one-unit West Pakistan may 
have disturbing consequences. This 
may be the price that the Muslim 
League has agreed to pay to retain 
the support of the Republican Party. 
But it can only revive the r ivalry 
and antagonism between the two 
wings of Pakistan. Or. Is the 
Muslim League relying on the 
strategy that East Pakistan's in
evitable demand for parity wi l l force 
some sections of the Republican 
Party to abandon their demand for 
separate, linguistic States in West 
Pakistan? Mr Suhrawardy can wait 
with confidence. Time is on his 
side. 

Tribalism 

AS was only to be expected. New 
Delhi's proposal for integration 

of the Naga Hills District and the 
Tuensang Division into a single 
administrative unit has encouraged 
other Assam tribes to revive their 
demand for a separate Hi l l State. 
Neither NEFA nor Tripura. nor 
Manipuf may like the wider propo
sal for integrating these areas with 
the Naga Hills so as to form a 
separate, single, administrative unit. 
But these plans have intensified the 
demand of tribes people to have 
separate States. Not only in Assam, 
but in other parts also, the tribes 
people have started campaigns for 
separate administrative units, 
though the campaign is most vocal 
in Assam. New Delhi's policy to the 
north-east frontier must necessarily 
be tinged by strategic considera
tions. It is no use denying this vi ta l 
aspect of this issue. Demand for a 
separate Hi l l State by Assam's h i l l 
peoples cannot be conceded. Not 
only strategic considerations, but 

political and economic viability is as 
much an argument against such a 
separate H i l l State. 

Nor can Assam's claims to terr i 
torial cohesion be ignored altogether. 
But that does not mean that the 
problem of the h i l l peoples is not 
urgent, or that it does not need to be 
solved amicably. In retrospect, it 
would seem that Shillong is not 
without blame. New Delhi's policy 
immediately after independence was 
hasty and undiplomatic. But the 
main trouble seems to have arisen 
because of unsympathetic or arro
gant handling of the situation by 
Shillong. This is implied in New 
Delhi's new policy, though it Is 
diplomatic in not apportioning 
blame to Shillong. To t ry to find 
out who is to blame, is to cry over 
spilt mi lk . Far more urgent it is to 
evolve a satisfactory solution. There 
is no doubt about the prevailing dis
content among the h i l l peoples. It 
is more than time for New Delhi to 
invstigate their complaints and grie
vances so as to reach an agreed 
solution of the problem. Though 
the hostility of the Nagas has 
revived i t , the demand for sepa
rate administrative units for h i l l 
peoples is not new. There is need 
for forming an expert committee 
of sociologists and administrators 
to investigate the problem of the 
tribes people before it assumes ugly 
or alarming proportions. 

Industrial Output in China 

THE Statistical Bureau of Peking 
claimed that China now ranks 

12th In the world in Steel output 
and 8th in world pig iron output. 
The Bureau also announced that 
1957 output of major industries 
w i l l be: Coal 120 mn tons, Electri
city 18,860 mn kilowatt-hours, 
Steel 5 mn tons, Pig Iron 5.5 mn 
tons, Steel products 44.7 mn tons, 
Coke 7,46 mn tons. Caustic Soda 
178,000 tons, Boilers 4,019 ton-hours 
(steam output), Hydraulic Turbines 
72,320 kilowatts, Steam Turbines 
143,500 kilowatts, Transformers 
3.59 mn kilowatts, Metal-cutting 
machines 22,640 units, Cement 6.8 
mh tons, Machine-made paper 
836.000 tons, Cotton Yarn 4.6 mn 
bales, Cotton Cloth 5,000 mn metres. 
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