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Great Eastern Shipping 
THE year ending June 30, 1957 

was one of achievement for the 
Great Eastern Shipping. By follow
ing the policy of trading old time 
chartered vessels on the coast as 
substitutes for better owned vessels 
which were employed in the over
seas tramp trade, the Company 
was able to increase Its freight 
and charter hire earnings from Rs 
211.51 lakhs to Rs 363.03 lakhs, i e, 
by about 75 per cent. This the 
company could achieve in spite of 
the fact that for fairly long periods 
it was not possible for the Com
pany to time-charter its own ton
nage at favourable rate because of 
Government restrictions. Corres
pondingly gross profit before pro
viding for depreciation and Manag
ing Agents' commission rose from 
Rs 46.40 lakhs to Rs 102.33 lakhs 
and the net profit amounted to 
Rs 67.62 lakhs as against Rs 24.95 
lakhs during the previous year. 
No tax l iabi l i ty arose during the 
current year because of the carry 
forward of depreciation allowances 
for previous years and depreciation 
allowance and development rebate 
for the year. 

In spite of the sharp increase in 
profits, the Company has proposed 
to maintain the dividend equity 
capital at 15 per cent after paying 
the .5½ per cent dividend on pre
ference shares. The Directors have 
proposed an allocation of Rs 11.59 
lakhs to the Reserve for Deferred 
Taxation as against none last year 
raising thereby the total amount 
in this Reserve to Its 50 lakhs, 
The General Reserve has also been 
strengthened by the allocation of 
Rs 46 lakhs, (the allocation last 
year was Rs 15 lakhs) its total 
rising therefore to Rs 76 lakhs. 
The Fleet Replacement Reserve has 
remained unchanged at Rs 11.18 
lakhs. Total reserves other than 
Depreciation Reserve amounting to 
Rs 85.1 lakhs have thus been raised 
from Rs 79.59 lakhs to Rs 137.18 
lakhs during the year under review. 

In pursuance of its programme of 
fleet expansion the Company ac
quired a 1944-built second hand 
ship "Chepman" (being renamed 
"Jag Janam") at a cost of about 
Rs 41 lakhs and a Japanese manu
factured ship named "Jag Laxmi*' 
at a cost of about Rs 118 lakhs. 
The "Jag Laxmi" is stated to be 
the largest ship on the Indian 
registry. The fleet now consists 

of ten ships w i th a deadweight 
tonnage of 84,291, Two ships are 
on order: one from Hindustan 
Shipyard for delivery by the end of 
1958 and the other from a German 
Shipyard for delivery by the middle 
of 1959. 

Rohtas Industries 
FOR the Rohtas industries, the 

year ending October 1956 was 
one of progress. In spite of a strike 
lasting 30 days the Company has 
been able to achieve increases in 
output in every one of its products, 
Paper and Boards, Cement, Power, 
Caustic Soda, Asbestos Cement and 
Sugar, The Company also increased 
its profits from 83.77 lakhs to Rs 
85.19 lakhs and maintained Us divid
end on ordinary shares at 15 per 
per cent for the th i rd year in suc
cession after paying the normal 
dividends on cumulative preference 
shares. Because of this high rate 
of dividend, however, the appropria
tion to reserve funds was only of 
the order of Rs 5 lakhs. Sti l l the 
Company's reserves other than De
preciation Reserve amounted to Rs 
1.8 crores as at the end of the 
year. Whether this indicates that 
companies w i th huge accumulated 
reserves tend to distribute more of 
their profits than companies wi th 
smaller reserves may not, however, 
be a generally valid conclusion. 

The programme for the modernisa
tion and expansion of the Company's 
works and the reorganisation of the 
town under its control, which has 
been under way for some time, was 
completed during the year. The 
total expenditure on this programme 
has worked out to nearly Rs 5½ 
crores. Presumably, it was to help 
meet part of this outlay that the 
Company was given a loan totalling 
Rs 80 lakhs by the Industrial Fin
ance Corporation. 

plant was completed in March, 1957 
and the year 1957-58 is expected to 
witness therefore a further increase 
in output. 

Also, the Company has pro
grammed for the expansion of its 
soda ash, caustic soda and sodium 
bicarbonate plants involving a 
capital outlay of Rs 376 lakhs. The 
project has been approved by the 
Government. It is now proposed 
to raise a part of the finance need
ed for the projected expansion in 
the form of equity capital. The 
proposal is to increase the autho
rised capital of the Company from 
Rs 5 crores to Rs 10 crores by the 
creation of 25 lakhs ordinary 
shares of Rs 10 each and 25 lakhs 
unclassified shares of Rs 10 each. 
Of these, the Company directors 
suggest an immediate issue of 
11,20,000 ordinary shares, to be 
offered at par to the existing ordi
nary shareholders in the ratio of 
4 new to 5 existing ordinary shares. 

As for the financial results of 
the operations during the year 
1956-57, the Company has done 
better than in the previous years. 
Gross profits recorded an increase 
of about 25 per cent over the last 
year's figure. The net profit after 
providing for depreciation (Rs 26.6 
lakhs as against 25 lakhs last 
year) and taxes (Rs 7.9 lakhs as 
against none last year) works out 
to Rs 16.9 lakhs which is about 
4 per cent higher than in 1955-56. 
It is proposed to declare an 8 per 
cent dividend on ordinary shares, 
which together wi th a 5 per cent 
on preference shares wi l l absorb 
Rs 14.19 lakhs. The allocation to 
the general reserves of- the Com
pany therefore is relatively small. 

Tata Chemicals 
TATA Chemicals L t d is one of the 

leading chemical producers in 
the country, and therefore the pro
gress it makes is of interest to the 
country. The year 1956-57 was one 
of steady progress for the Com-
pany, registering increases in out
put of all its products, viz, soda 
ash, sodium bicarbonate, caustic 
soda, benzene hexachloride. magne
sium sulphate and ethylene dibro-
mide. The last named is one of the 
new products manufactured from 
bromine and was introduced in the 
market for the first time. The ex
tension of the Company's bromine 
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