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East-West Conflict 
BOTH London and Washington have denied the possibility of an immedi

ate "Summit Conference" between Heads of Western Powers and of 
Russia as a sequel to the talks between the Brit ish Prime Minister and 
the American President. Washington finds it convenient to stress the 
"Bermuda spirit" behind the talks between Mr Macmillan and President 
Eisenhower. London is diplomatic in not emphasising the changed cir-
cumstances and conditions of the second meeting between Mr Macmillan 
and Mr Eisenhower. When the British Prime Minister had his first talks 
with the American President in March last, the former went to Bermuda 
as a repentant aggressor. There was an open breach in the Anglo-
American alliance over the Anglo-French aggression in Egypt. Mr 
Macmillan was in Bermuda to restore that alliance. Br i ta in and America 
reached an understanding whereby the former conceded the latter's title 
to a sphere of influence in West Asia. That was the genesis of the Eisen
hower Doctrine. 

Much has happened since Bermuda. America has lost her Initiative 
In world diplomacy, acquired by her immediately after the Suez war. 
After the spectacular ini t ia l success, the Eisenhower Doctrine, it is now 
widely admitted, has failed to attain its objective. Russia's achievements 
in launching the inter-continental ballistic missible and the satellite have 
tilted the military balance against the West. Even though Washington 
is inclined to minimise the strategic significance of these attainments, 
diplomatic and political implications of the Russian successes are not 
denied. Despite refutations and contradicting statements. the series of 
meetings scheduled to take place after the Washington talks underline 
the Western Powers' concern over Russia's mili tary and scientific lead-
It is evident that one of the major aims of these series of talks is to 
assess properly the mil i tary potential of the West in relation to that of 
the East. 

Though Mr Macmillan as well as President. Eisenhower has repeated
ly resisted Russia's requests for a second "Summit Conference" on the 
Geneva model both have suggested the urgent need for talks between 
Heads of like-minded governments. From Washington, Mr Macmillan wil l 
go directly to Ottawa for talks with the Canadian Prime Minister, After 
his return to London, he will have discussion wi th Dr Adenauer. M 
Spank, Secretary-General of the Atlantic Pact, w i l l visit London and 
Washington shortly for discussions. Besides Russia's mil i tary and 
scientific achievements, two recent developments would seem to have 
hastened the Western Powers' decision to hold joint consultations in 
order to reach a common policy against Russia and the Communist 
States. Events relating to Syria demand a frank re-appraisal of the 
American policy of containment in west Asia. No less urgent is an ap
praisal of Marshal Tito's attitude to East-West conflict. Neither London 
nor Washington may share Bonn's assessment of Belgrade. But there are 
growing indications that doctrinal differences are no bar to Belgrade's 
endorsement of the fundamental aspects of Moscow's foreign policy. 
"There are too many points", the London Times recently concluded, "at 
which Western countries have got themselves into anomalies". 

London took the initiative in proposing the Washington talks. Mr 
Macmillan's original purpose was to reach closer Anglo-American 
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