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From U N Headquarters 

Accent on Africa 
H I G H official of the U N 
head of the Division of Non-

self-governing Territories flew this 
week to Africa to attend a meeting 
at Lusaka, North Rhodesia, of re
presentatives of five colonial powers. 
The official, Mr Wi l f r id Benson 
attends the meeting on invitation 

he cannot participate in it but 
his flight spotlights the goings-on 
at Lusaka which are hidden in a 
shroud of mystery. Very l i t t le Is 
known, outside the colonial offices 
of a few European countries, of 
the Commission for Technical Co
operation in Africa south of the 
Sahara. It is officially known as 
the CCTA the initials are after 
the French nomenclature and its 
members are the United Kingdom, 
France, Belgium, Portugal and South 
Africa, all five countries which have 
a large stake in Africa. The head
quarters of CCTA is in the London 
Colonial Office, but the Colonial 
Office is not very eager to make 
this fact known. For all practical 
purposes, the CCTA is a kind of a 
hush-hush organisation, behind 
whose activities in behalf of re
search on Africa lies a determina
tion to keep Africa for Europeans. 

Not a U N Body 
The CCTA, it might be said, is 

by no means an inactive organisa
tion. The number of meetings that 
it has held sounds like a roster of 
scientific meetings. The five powers 
fndeed have been extremely active 

-since the CCTA was first estab
lished in 1950—in gathering mate
rial on a number of subjects con
nected wi th apparently such insig
nificant items as forestry, fishing 
and movement of currents off the 
African coast. The CCTA is not 
a U N body; according to informa
tion available at the U N and where 
the CCTA is concerned the IT N does 
not do much talking there is very 
l i t t le cooperation between the two 
organisations. The CCTA, it would 
seem, is almost anxious to keep the 
U N out of Africa, if that could be 
done. South Africa, for instance, 
does not contribute to the IT N ex
panded Programme of Technical As
sistance, but makes substantially 
large contributions to the CCTA. 
The CCTA has a regional office at 
Bukawo, in Belgian Congo. What 
transpires between London and 

A Bukawo on matters concerning Africa 
south of the Sahara would hold the 
key to Its future. 

Between the five colonial mem
bers of CCTA and Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland, also a member of the 
organisation, a tacit understanding 
is seen here to keep the United States 
out of the continent. But whether 
the United States which considers 
Africa as the "soft under-belly of 
West Europe" is happy over this 
arrangement is a different matter. 
The recent efforts in this country to 
step up Interest in Africa show that 
the* United States Intends to be in 
the picture, whether the European 
powers want it or not. The big Ame
rican drive for African friendship 
actually began last year In March 
when Vice President Kiehard Nixon, 
at the direction of the President 
made a three week flying swing 
through the northern half of Africa, 
coinciding with the independence 
festivities of Ghana, the former 
British colony. On his return Mr 
Nixon made a detailed report to the 
President in which, among other 
things, he recommended that the 
United States step up its diploma tit-
activities in the "dark continent1'. 

U S Interested 

The United States, Mr Nixon indi
cated, should be there in the field 
ahead of the Soviet Union. He said: 
"The emergence of a free and inde
pendent Africa is as important to us 
in the long run as it is to the people 
of that continent". That Mr Nixon's 
report is being acted upon w i th haste, 
if not prudence, is evident from the 
following reports in the press: 

The State Department is setting 
up a separate Bureau of African 
affairs wi th a new and as yet un
named assistant secretary of state 
to deal exclusively with African prob
lems. 

The U S Information Agency, the 
country's overseas propaganda arm, 
is boosting its spending in Africa by 
almost 10 per cent this year, despite 
the slash in its overall appropria
tions by Congress. 

U S diplomats are just get
t ing settled in posts at Abidjan 
on West Africa's Ivory Coast, 
at Mogadiscio, Somaliland and 
Kampala, Uganda. Plans are in the 
works for U S diplomats also to go 

to Madagascar Brazzaville in French 
Equatorial Africa and in Kano, 
Nigeria. 

African countries will get more 
U S economic aid than ever before. 

Reservoir of Natural Resources 
Mr Nixon's trip was followed up 

by others, notably by Prances Bol
ton, a high-ranking member of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee, 
Senator Theodore. Green, Chairman 
of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee and Adlai Stevenson. 
Why were they interested in these 
areas, much of which is dense forest 
or swamp land? The answer was 
given recently by a Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee Staff Study on 
Africa which said that the continent 
is "the world's largest unexploited 
reservoir of natural resources", viz, 
uranium, copper, chrome, iron, bau
xite, managnese, asbestos, t in, gra
phite, industrial diamonds, gold, 
culmbite, cobalt, beryllium, and other 
minerals. 

The Wall Street Journal, in an 
article recently ridded: "Africa is a 
stepping stone between Russia and 
the U S. Any Soviet domination in 
Africa would not only threaten the 
so-called soft under-belly of Western 
Europe, but would cut off the free 
world from Middle Eastern oil and 
directly threaten the U S as well". 
That's one reason, the journal said, 
why the U S has built air bases 
In Morocco and Libya in North 
Africa and is sensitive to overtures 
towards any part of the continent. 
(What is worth noting at the present 
moment, though, is the fact that 
direct Soviet activity in Africa is 
slender. The Soviet Union has em
bassies in only three countries, Tuni
sia, Ethiopia and The Sudan, while 
Czechoslovakia has consulates in the 
Belgian Congo and the Union of 
South Africa.) 

Power Vacuum 
From the point of view of the 

West, it is not only necessary to 
keep African wealth out of commu
nist hands, for its own safety but 
further it is necessary to till in what 
is considered a ''gigantic power 
vacuum" in the continent. There 
may be differences among the Euro
pean countries and the United States 
as to who should own the wealth or 
who should have the largest share, 
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but in the matter of keeping what 
is purported to be Soviet Influence 
out of Africa, there is unanimity 
among them. 

In the U S there are two schools 
of thought among mil i tary stra
tegists and policymakers. The 
strategists and policymakers. The 
first of these is traditional. This 
view is typified by some members of 
the U S War College, who, after 
touring Africa earlier this year, sub
mitted a report criticising the U S 
State Department for its overtly 
'liberal' policy in the political field. 
Taking a realistic—-and from the 
Asian African point a cynical a t t i 
tude towards the new surges of 
nationalism, these members held that 
in the United States interests it was 
wiser to uphold European power in 
Africa as a sure shield against any 
possible Communist attack. The 
second is the Nixon school of 
thought, which believes that in any 
eventuality it is wiser to have the 
local people on the side of the U S 
rather than the Europeans, as seems 
clear in Algeria, 

U S Bases 

That both the European powers 
and the United States are, mean
while, going their respective ways m 
strengthening themselves and dig
ging in their toes is all too clear. 
On their part, the European Powers, 
including the United Kingdom, are 
concentrating in Algeria - only too 
evidently—and in East Africa, where 
the Bri t ish are concentrating their 
mil i tary base in Kenya as part of 
the NATO network. The United 
States, more realistically it would 
seem, has established bases in the 
independent state of Ethiopia, a high
land which in more senses than one, 
according to one independent report 
stands above the Sturm und Drang 
now sweeping the colonial lowlands. 
Ethiopia has a seaboard in Eri trea 
and it is widely believed that Ameri
can strategic th inking favours an 
extension of Ethiopian power 
throughout the horn of Africa, thus 
bringing the commanding promotory 
of Cape Guardaful under American 
control. 

But American "infi l t rat ion" is not 
confined only to political and mi l i t 
ary projects. To make such overt 
activity palatable, American capital 
is doing its bit in many ways to 
raise the standard of l iving of the 
people. U S specialists, for example, 
are helping Ethiopians d r i l l wells, 
improve their coffee production and 

fight endemic diseases. Industrial 
training schools, according to a Wal l 
Street Journal report, are being set 
up in Uganda, Nigeria and the 
Central African Federation of Rho
desia and Nyasaland to teach the 
local people needed trades. The aid-
dispensing International Cooperation 
Administration is hunting for an 
investment adviser to help Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland spot potential money-
making schemes and bring them to 
the attention of U S investors. 
Washington, facing the financial 
pinch, is also t rying out other 
methods to get American capital to 
Africa through private channels. A 
fortnight ago the U S and Belgium 
signed a new tax agreement design
ed to spur private American invest
ment in the rich Belgian Congo. Yet 
to be ratified by the two Govern
ments, the agreement extends to the 
Congo, the American-Belgian Treaty 
eliminating double taxation by both 
Governments on the profits of such 
ventures. 

Altruism Self Interest? 
Africa is fast becoming the focal 

point of interest to Americans. Their 
interest is multi-sided. In the first 
place, the United States feels that 
as a great power it ought to have 
an interest in the development of 
Africa, but feels baulked of its legi
timate share because it is itself a 
late-comer in the field of interna
tional division of African territories. 
The Europeans were there first, and 
show no inclination to abdicate their 
hold on such colonies as they hold. 
In the second place, as the leader of 
the Western bloc, the United States 
feels that it ought to have a larger 
say in the matter of running a defen
sive system in Africa that w i l l keep 
away Soviet challenge both from 
within and from without. On this 
score, the European powers might 
be—though there is no positive in
dication yet—willing to listen to the 
United States, 

In the th i rd place, Africa is a land 
of unexploited riches and a source 
of unlimited raw materials. As the 
richest country in the world and one 
needing raw material in sub
stantial quantities, the United States 
would be wanting to have ready 
access to i t . In the fourth place, the 
United States, as the only non-
colonial nation among whites feels 
that it may be listened to w i th more 
respect by the newly-independent 
nations like Ghana, The Sudan, 
Morocco and Tunisia, Libya and in 
the not-too distant future, Nigeria. 

And finally, one should also con
cede the United States goodwill and 
a measure of altruism which, though 
it may not go well wi th the U S 
Atomic Energy Commission Experts' 
nosing around in the Belgian Congo 
for uranium or the pushing ahead 
wi th an eye to war emergency needs 
for better rail links across southern 
Africa's mid-section from Angola to 
Mozambique, nevertheless squares to 
some extent w i th some $50 million 
of new American investment poured 
Into Africa last year, on top of a 
half-billion dollar stake Americans 
already have there. 

Proposed Investments 

But whether it is altruism that is 
the driving force behind American 
investments or not, the fact is that 
the United Stages is getting more and 
more interested in Africa, wherever, 
in fact, American capital can have 
a useful outlet. According to the 
most reliable reports, a top American 
firm, the Frederick Starr Contract
ing Co, is dickering wi th Chase 
Manhattan Bank for financing a 
shipbuilding yard in Morocco. Ame
rican aluminium companies are sur
veying bauxite deposits in Ghana and 
French Guinea. U S oil concerns 
such as Gull', Sinclair, Jersey Stand
ard. Standard of California and 
Shell are poking around for crude 
deposits in Libya, Mozambique, Ethi 
opia and Somaliland. And mining 
firms are seeking copper, manganese, 
iron chrome and other vi ta l metals 
scattered around in the Rhodesias, 
Liberia and the Union of South 
Africa. To exploit these resources 
without seeming to step on African 
nationalist sentiments, to establish 
giant enterprises without playing into 
the hands of rabble-rousing union 
leaders, to have liaison wi th African 
politicians without laying themselves 
open to the charge of exploiting 
black peoples, to safeguard United 
interests without fear of being chal
lenged by the Asian African bloc 
these are some of the problems 
facing the United States both on an 
official and non-official level. 

The feeling is slowly settling down 
in the upper official echelons that 
the European powers are a spent 
force in Africa and that sooner or 
later, as more and more African 
countries get r id of their white 
masters, the struggle wi l l be on for 
bringing them either within the 
Western or Soviet spheres of poli
tical influence. That the United 
States sees no great challenge from 
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the Asian African bloc is both a 
tribute to the non-aggressive charac
ter of the bloc as well as a quiet 
challenge to at least some of its 
leading members. Do countries like 
India, Japan and China have nothing 
to say in the matter of keeping 
Africa out of the East-West context ? 

What can India do to help if such 

help is asked voluntarily raise the 
educational standards of Africans in 
many lands? What social philosophy 
can India impart to Africa? Ghana 
is strategically located on Africa's 
west coast. India's leaders are liked 
and respected in Ghana. Indian films 
are extremely popular in Accra's 
theatres. India has no strategic in

terests in Africa and in that sense 
therefore, her bonafides are likely 
to be accepted. India wi l l be abdi
cating her responsibility, therefore, 
if she hesitates to play her part in 
Africa. 

And if India wi l l not, other 
nations w i l l . 
August 29. 


