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T H E E C O N O M I C W E E K L Y 

quite a flutter in the Stock Ex
changes. Also hew was the firm 
grasp of the basic ideas of planned 
economy which Panditj i displayed. 
The way he went on ta lking about 

successive Five-Year Plans, telescop
ing into one another, of priorities, 
of the need for changing the social 
structure as the ultimate end in view 
and of the means for attaining i t , 
one could almost have suspected 
that he had been briefed by the 
Divisional Chiefs of the Gosplan 
rather than that he had just return
ed from China. Planning was not 
just doing good things. The country 
had so long been only preparing 
for i t ; it had not yet taken it up. 
This was not because, as we had 
been usually to ld , nothing much 
could be attempted unt i l the food 
shortage had been removed and the 
capital base of the economy buil t up 
by the completion of multi-purpose 
projects, This was because and 
here again, the slant was distinctly 
new and strongly Mahalanobisian— 
we did not have adequate data, the 
necessary statistics. Now- we are 
beginning to have them. 

Panditji feels that we have arriv
ed " at a very definite stage in plan
n ing ," and that even highly capita
listic countries are changing their 
social structure, while others are 
deliberately building up their eco
nomies on a socialist basis. Here, 
" other forces " are pressing towards 
the same end. But what these other 
forces ate. Panditji was not explicit. 
" We have to realise that we are not 
functioning in a vacuum . . . A l l 
kinds of forces are at play . . . poli
tical, economic and the rest, and 
there is a very great element of 
urgency, not only because we want 

to better our country, but because 
other farces are compell ing us to 
th ink of these problems in that 
urgent manner. The country is on 
tr ia l . Every country is on t r i a l . . . . 
We shall be judged in the ult imate 
analysis by what we achieve." He 
has been explicit enough, however, 
both about the ends and the means. 
Private enterprise has its place and 
democratic methods need not be slow 
or inadequate so long as the end is 
clearly kept in view that the "means 
of production should be socially 
owned and controlled for the benefit 
of society as a whole ". Only the 
reference to acquisitive society as 
out of date and immoral was rather 
archaic, considering that under
developed economies arc turning 
increasingly to planning because 
they cannot hope to " save " enough 
in any other way. 

And departing from his usual 
imaginative utterances, once for a 
change, Panditji tried to get down 
to brass tacks. " We want progress 
—that involves various things. For 
instance, our rate of investment 
should go up, our production and 
employment should go up. . . . How-
are we to do it? " Tha t barrier of 
under-development, our low rate of 
investment, has to be crossed, so that 
we may be able to go a little faster. 
He recognised the need of small-
scale industries for creating greater 
employment, but not at the cost of 
basic heavy industries which, he said, 
were more necessary than all the 
river valley schemes except for the 
power element. 

In the deliberations of the Coun
c i l , however, none of the points 

raised by Panditji came up for dis-
cussion at a l l . There were the usual 
wranglings between the States and 
the Centre, the upshot of which was 
the decision to set up a Standing 
Committee, consisting of the Chief 
Ministers of five Part ' A ' and five 
Part ' B' States, along wi th mem
bers of the Planning Commission, 
which could meet more often than 
the National Development Counci l 
for facili tating closer consultation 
between the Centre and the States. 
True, it was mentioned that the 
industrial policy statement of 1948 
called for some revision. But this 
was concerned mainly w i t h the allo
cation of responsibility between the 
States and the Centre in the matter 
of large-scale industrial projects. 
This is not a matter of much signi
ficance. Nor does it rule out the 
revision of industrial policy on the 
lines on which suggestions for a 
change have been in the air for some 
time, e g, in the matter of protected 
industries being run on foreign 
capital or throwing open some of 
the reserved industries to private 
enterprise, as in the case of the pro
posal now before Government of a 
fourth steel plant which Shri G D 
Birla is sponsoring. 

Pandit Nehru has been preparing 
himself for carrying the country 
through some big change. He has 
also given some indication of the 
great barrier that he wants the 
country to cross. But none of his 
present associates either in the State 
Governments or in the Planning 
Commission have yet shown how 
the assault is to be directed or 
launched. 

Politics and Parties 

FEW Chief Ministers of States, 
who went to New Delh i last 

week, could have had prior know
ledge of the weighty problems that 
were to come up for discussion at 
meetings of the Congress Work ing 
Committee. Al though Pandit Nehru's 
letter to Pradesh Congress Chiefs, 
informing them of his desire to 
lessen his burden of office and 
administration, must have been on 
the agenda, it is doubtful whether 
they anticipated any immediate 
action on his part to force the issue. 
From the proceedings of the Con
gress Work ing Committee, it would , 
however, seem that the national 

executive of the Congress had al
ready reached a decision on Pandit 
Nehru's successor as Congress Pre
sident. Recent developments in 
Congress politics seem to have creat
ed doubts about the wisdom of the 
Working Committee's prompt com
pliance wi th Panditji's request. 
Such apprehensions seem exagge
rated, as Pandit Nehru remains a 
member of the national executive. 

Those who disapprove of the 
principle of dual leadership w i l l not 
miss the implication that the Work
ing Committee has come to a unani
mous decision on Pandit Nehru's 
successor as President. It is at once 
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a reflection of the confidence of the 
Work ing Committee about the 
future of the Congress, and of the 
capacity of the organisation to unite 
in an emergency. T h e organisa
t ional strength of the Congress is 
impl ic i t in its deliberations on affairs 
in various States. Its fa i th in its 
future is emphasised by its decision 
to choose Pandit Nehru's successor 
as President at a time when rivalries 
and factions plague Congress pol i 
tics in so many States. Congress 
may be united in retaining power. 
But it is a polit ical organisation 
which is riven by rivalries and 
factions. To stress this is not to 
ignore that its political rivals disclose 
similar symptoms. Congress is 
secure in the knowledge that it is 
not more disunited or factious than 
its political rivals. 

Congress is not above party poli
tics. But it can claim wi th justifi
cation that it has so far played party 
politics mainly to fight reactionary 
forces of the Right, as in PEPSU. as 
well as totalitarianism of die Left. 
as in Travancore-C o c h i n and 
Andhra. But, even in its attempts 
to retrieve its losing hold on the 
southern States, its policy has never-
been contrary to democratic con
ventions and practices. When the 
Congress Minis t ry in Travancore-
Cochin was defeated, a fresh elec
tion was held. W i t h the defeat of 
the Prakasam Ministry in Andhra . 
a fresh election wi l l be held there 
too. Without Congress support, the 
PSP could not form a government 
in Travancore-Cochin. The Con
gress was successful in manoeuvring 
the PSP out of office in Andhra. 
But, as a political party, the Con
gress had, and has. every right to 
play party politics to deny power-
to a party, to which it is opposed, 
as well as to encourage a party to 
seize power which it thinks to be 
least harmful in the wider interests 
of the country. Andhra Reds w i l l 
find, it difficult to convince any i m 
partial observer that they could form 
a stable Minis t ry, even as the 
PSP's grievance that it was cheated 
out of office in Andhra by the clan
destine suasion of Prakasam by the 
Congress would be endorsed only by 
Praja-Socialists. 

Political trends in Travancore-
Cochin and in Andhra pose pro
blems which are different from those 
reflected in developing events in 
Rajasthan, Delh i , Madhya Bharat, 
Mysore and Madras. The PSP 
Minis t ry in Travancore-Cochin is 
under fire from two quarters. Some 

influential PSP leaders have always 
been opposed to the PSP's assump
t ion of office there with , support of 
the Congress. Andhra's PSP lead
ers have recently urged the Travan-
eore-Cochin PSP Minis t ry to resign 
as it is unable to implement truly 
socialistic policies and programmes. 
Al though there are reports that Shri 
Balwantrai Mehta , one of the Gen
eral Secretaries of the Congress, has 
submitted a favourable report on the 
PSP Minis t ry in Travancore-Cochin 
to the Congress Work ing Committee, 
there are indications that the State 
Congress leaders resent the continu
ed existence of the PSP Minis try 
w i th Congress support and co-ope
ration. There are signs that the 
Travancore-Cochin Congress lead
ers are f l i r t ing wi th T T N C members 
to combine against the PSP Minis
try. 

On a closer examination of the 
strength of parties in Travancore-
Cochin, it would seem that Shri 
Balwantrai Mehta is diplomatic in 
his reported conclusion that it would 
be unwise to disturb the present 
administrative set-up in Travancore-
Cochin. In Travancore-Cochin, the 
polit ical balance may remain preca
rious for some time vet. It is doubt
ful whether any single party can 
emerge from the elections in this 
State wi th a comfortable majority. 
I t , therefore, follows that Govern
ment there w i l l have to be a coali
t ion Minis t ry for some time. Even 
wi th the support of T T N C , the Con
gress cannot form a stable Minis t ry . 
Only the Communists are likely to 
benefit from the fal l of the present 
Minis t ry , or from another fresh elec
tion in this State. In Andhra . the 
situation is different. The Congress 
is surely in a stronger position in 
Andhra than in Travancore-Cochin. 
It seems to be sun- of success in the 
proposed new elections. This is 
probable, although it seems quite 
possible that the Communists w i l l 
improve their strength and position 
in the corning elections. 

If growing Communist influence 
in all the southern States, including 
Madras (as reflected in the recent 
local elections), is the major pol i t i 
cal problem in that part of the 
country, in the other States, Con
gress faces personal rivalries and 
factions. In Rajasthan. Shri Jai-
Narain Vyas, the present Chief 
Minister, has lost his fight against 
his political rival and Cabinet col
league, Shri Mohonla l Sukhadia. 
The latter has been elected leader 
of the Assembly Congress Party. 
It is, therefore, a safe inference that 

Shri Sukhadia w i l l , replace. Shri 
Vyas as Chief Minister in the ex
pected reconstitution of the Raja-' 
sthan Cabinet. A similar Cabinet 
reshuffle, indicative of personal r ival 
ries and factions, is in the offing in 
Madhya Bharat. It is not without 
significance that the Prakasam Mi-
nistry in Andhra has been defeated 
because of the defection of the Con
gress members. In Delh i , the Con
gress has suffered heavy reverses in 
Mun i c i pa l elections. Local elections 
in Madras show many .Communist 
gains at the cost of the Congress. 
Rivalries and factions are not absent 
from the poli t ical rivals of the Con
gress. The PSP is r idden wi th 
dissensions. Riva l groups are fight
ing each other to dominate the Jan 
Sangh. 

Rivalries and factions are not 
uncommon in polit ical parties. Hut 
the current explanations about these 
dissensions would seem to ignore 
fundamental polit ical trends. It 
would be wrong to assume that in
ternecine feuds in parties are due 
merely to personal or religious or 
regional causes. There are no 
doubt regional considerations in 
poli t ical rivalries in the Rajasthan 
State Congress. Personal influences 
are partly responsible for the fal l of 
the Andhra (Government and for 
Congress defeat in the Delhi M u n i 
cipal elections. Caste is not entire
ly divorced from politics in Madras 
and Andhra. But. the factions w i t h 
in the Congress, and more part icu
larly wi th in its political rivals, are 
symptomatic of deeper political 
trends. In each of the political 
parties, there is a tussle between its 
right and left wings. Even the Com
munist Party is not entirely free 
from this internal struggle, although 
it is the only Party which functions 
as a solid, united organisation. Even 
those who have been aware of the 
Jan Sangh's affiliation wi th the RSS 
wi l l be surprised at the allegations 
made by the Jan Sangh President 
that the RSS was trying to domi
nate the Sangh. But. on the assump
tion that the interpretation stressed 
here is correct, rivalries and factions 
are not unnatural or unwelcome. 
It is clear that poli t ical parties in 
the country w i l l have to re-deftiit 
their policies and platforms. IT AS 
equally dear that economic influen
ces wi l l govern the search for new 
moorings. It is necessary that these 
transitional troubles should be over 
soon. And it is to be hoped that 
progressive elements in each of the 
polit ical parties wi l l emerge success
ful in the struggle for power. 
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