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controls over a very wide held of 
Our import trade." 

This indeed, spells a radical, de
parture in official professions of the 
subject, though not in practice. W i t h 
regard to the binding of tariffs also, 
the Government of India delegate 
stressed the need of periodic re
adjustments. This virtually means 
that tariffs are not to be tied lor 
long by any international agreement 
so as to hinder domestic develop
ment programmes—no bargaining 
away of our freedom to initiate and 
execute our own commercial policies. 
But India w i l l be always prepared 
to enter into consultations wi th any 
other country if that country finds 
that its interests are being unduly 
damaged by any of her actions. If 
we have the strength to maintain 
this stand, the logical outcome is 
likely to be that we wi l l have to 
leave the G A T T and enter into a 
series of bilateral agreements w i th 
many countries, including those 
behind the I ron Curtain. But has 
the Commerce Ministry examined 
all the implications and possible 
consequences of such a step? 

Journalists on the March 

THE founding members of the 
Bombay Union of Journalists, 

the first trade union of the Fourth 
Estate to be established in the coun
try, must have been agreeably sur
prised last month that the little idea 
that they had dared to sow eight 
years before should have spread 
throughout the country and grown 
to near-frution in so short a time. 

The Fourth Estate has never 
lacked recognition in India , and 
Editors as a class have had their 
share of public esteem and even 
adulation. But the working journa
lists, the back-room boys, so to say, 
who were the salt of the profession, 
were apt to be overlooked, taken too 
much for granted or at best treated 
with mi ld curiosity. When the 
august, tradition-hallowed Bombay 
Municipal Corporation accorded a 
civic reception to the delegates to 
the third session of the Working 
Journalists' Federation in Bombay 
last month, the first such reception 
to working journalists, it was the 
unmistakable mark of a new public 
awareness of the silent, but increas
ingly important role being played 
by working journalists in the pro
gress of the country. 

There have been many such in 
dications since then; but perhaps 
the most significant one was to be 

looked lot in the working journa
lists themselves, particularly in those 
who participated in the three-day 
annual session—in the sense of quiet 
dignity and certitude wi th which 
they conducted their deliberations 
and the almost imperceptible change
over from an attitude of entreaty to 
confident assertion. In itself, this 
may be but a small factor. but it 
has a psychological significance for 
the good of the Fourth Estate, and 
through i t , of the country which is 
bound to grow wi th the passage of 
time. If one has read the indication 
aright, it is clear that from the posi
tion of a hand-maid of power and 
wealth to which journalism had 
wil lynil ly come to be reduced in 
recent years, it is bound to grow 
again into a vi tal social force and 
a powerful aid to the full flowering 
of democracy. 

Against this broad background, 
the. speeches made at the session, 
the resolutions passed and the con
structive suggestions offered, though 
important in themselves, fall into 
place as but the details of a forma
tive process, which has as its end 
nothing but the fullest emancipation 
of the Press not only from the 
present humiliations and hardships 
of service, but also from the thral
dom, often subtle, of a variety of 
prejudicial interests and influences. 
The credit for raising the whole 
issue to this high level on an occa
sion, when fireworks might not have 
been quite unwelcome, goes largely 
to the sober, high-minded leader
ship of Shri Chalapathi Rau, Presi
dent of the Federation, in whom the 
suppressed sector of the Press has 
found at last both an ardent advo
cate and a far-sighted guide. 
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