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until a new ministry is formed after 
the elections. 

Though it is difficult to anticipate 
the result of the election, indepen
dents along w i t h the splinter parties 
are likely to be eliminated- This 
may partly explain their strong 
opposition to the dissolution of the 
Assembly. A more or less straight 
contest may be expected between 
the Congress and Communists. 

The Congress is facing the electo
rate w i t h the confident hope of being 
returned w i t h a comfortable majo
r i ty . But as prohibi t ion w i l l be one 
of the main issues and as public 
opinion is not particularly favour
able to i t , its confidence is not fully 
justified. 

Congress Obliges . . . 

I T seems as though Pandit Nehru's 
desire for retirement w i l l be 

accommodated only to a l imited 
extent and that he w i l l have to be 
content wi th shedding the respon
sibilities of Congress President, while 
continuing to be the Prime Minister 
and hoping perhaps for a little 
lightening of his administrative 
burden in course of time. 

Even this l imited accommodation 
was possible only because an accept
able alternative could be found. 
Shri U N Dhebar, the Saurashtra 
Chief Minister, who has been pro
posed for the high office of Congress 
President may have none of the drive 
and fire of Pandit Nehru, But he 
has gr i t , constancy and idealism; 
and he is the one conceivable leader 
today who, while impart ing a new 
impulse to the Congress, can be 
depended upon not to widen the 
r i f t between the organisational and 
parliamentary wings of the party, 
even if he should fail in bringing 
them closer together. 

Past experience has shown, part i
cularly in the case of Acharya Kr ipa -
lan i and Babu Purshottamdas Tan-
don, that the question of holding the 
two wings together and also, in no 
less a measure, of keeping the Con
gress Presidentship and Prime Minis
tership happily reconciled can prove 
quite crucial. There is perhaps none 
among the front-rank Congress 
leaders today who can play this role 
as successfully as the self-effacing 
man of compromise, Shri Dhebar, 
can be expected to do; and to take 
chances w i th younger men might 
have been risky from the Congress 
angle at least at this stage. 

However mi lch Pandit Nehru on 
his part may like to th ink of the 

Congress more as a f i g h t i n g , crusad
ing organisation than as a party 
machine or just an appendage to 
Congress Governments, cri t ical opi
nion in the country tends increas
ingly to disagree w i t h h i m on this 
point. But it may be that he h i m 
self is not so fully convinced of that 
now and that indeed he wou ld like 
his fond dream to come true, part i 
cularly w i t h a new evangel to pre
sent to the country, as can be gather
ed from his utterances lately. 

T h a t means the injection of new 
dynamism into a more or less stulti
fied organisation, w i t h all the atten
dant risk of cleavages and cracks. 
Again, if the dynamism should 
emanate from a leader other than 
Pandit Nehru, there is bound to be 
difference of opinion and friction, 
it is, in fact, here that Shri Dhebar's 
capacity for accommodation and 
compromise, his Gandhian fervour 
for a new order and, above al l , his 
readiness to sacrifice self to the 
dictates of a grand policy w i l l be 
put to a severe test; and those who 
know Shri Dhebar w i l l freely admit 
that if he does not succeed in this 
test, none else can. 

Strange Hospitality 

T HE cowardly attack on Shri 
Asoka Mehta , Praja Socialist 

leader, and his associates at Srinagar 
w i l l be strongly condemned, quite 
apart from the proprieties of poli t i 
cal behaviour impugned by the 
alleged connivance or complicity of 
the police and officials in it . But 
that, however, is not to think very 
highly of the poli t ical wisdom or 
prudence of carrying the message 
of Praja Socialism to a State which 
is still engaged in a life-and-death 
struggle for its very existence as a 
political entity, particularly when 
the Praja Socialist Party itself is 
embroiled in a crisis of the first mag
nitude elsewhere in the country. 

Political realism demands a sense 
of priori ty and t i m i n g ; and when 
the basic question before Kashmir 
is of its political integration, any
thing that is likely to divert atten
tion from the mian 'objective, split 
the ranks of poli t ical workers, cause 
bewilderment or confusion or even 
introduce a new factor in an already 
complicated situation, cannot but 
be deemed prejudicial . It is al l the 
more so when some of the leaders 
of the Praja Socialist Party have 
been inordinately critical of the 
present regime, expressing views 
which were liable to be misconstrued 
to the advantage of the disruption -

i t s in Kashmir, and part icular ly 
when these disruptionists have been 
understandably eager to sail under 
a respectable banner to pursue their 
hidden objectives. 

It would have redounded to the 
credit of the Praja Socialist Party 
if it had pondered over these factors 
and held aloof un t i l the basic pro
blem of the State had been solved 
to the satisfaction of al l parties. But 
that of course was no justification 
for the mob to vent its i r rat ional 
wrath on the distinguished visitors 
in a barbaric fashion, thereby bring
ing discredit on whatever cause a 
mob can ever be said to- serve, and 
what is worse, doing incalculable 
harm to the larger interests of the 
State, to the tourist business among 
other things, for instance. 

India for Quota Restrictions 

W H E N Shri T T Krishnama-
chari announced to the I n 

dustrial Council that steel produc
tion would be increased five-fold in 
the second Five-Year Plan period and 
the production of cement more than 
doubled, nobody took h im very seri
ously. The expansion that is being 
contemplated in the field of indus
try, however, cannot go unnoticed 
for long. The speech of Shri N 
Raghavan Pillai, leader of the 
Indian delegation to the G A T T con
ference at Geneva. confirms that 
Government is really serious about 
its intention and that radical changes 
in its commercial policy are under 
way to prepare the ground for the 
second Five-Year Plan. U n t i l now 
the Government of India had never 
admitted that quantitative restric
tions were being used for protecting 
domestic industry. From Shri K G 
Neogy to Shri D P Karmarkar , every 
Commerce Minister had solemnly 
declared that quantitative restric
tions were being maintained purely 
on balance of payment considera
tions and that industries seeking 
protection should look to tariffs as 
the legitimate way. 

The Government of Ind ia now 
wants to dispel the illusion that 
quantitative restrictions are only for 
balancing foreign payments. There 
were no qualifications attached to 
Shri Pillai's demand that undevelop
ed countries must be permitted to 
use quantitative restrictions because 
of their special difficulties. " If we 
are not to have sudden changes in 
the levels of our imports and if 
again we are not to allow our 
foreign exchange resources to be 
frittered away on non-essentials, 
then, clearly, we shall have to retain 
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controls over a very wide held of 
Our import trade." 

This indeed, spells a radical, de
parture in official professions of the 
subject, though not in practice. W i t h 
regard to the binding of tariffs also, 
the Government of India delegate 
stressed the need of periodic re
adjustments. This virtually means 
that tariffs are not to be tied lor 
long by any international agreement 
so as to hinder domestic develop
ment programmes—no bargaining 
away of our freedom to initiate and 
execute our own commercial policies. 
But India w i l l be always prepared 
to enter into consultations wi th any 
other country if that country finds 
that its interests are being unduly 
damaged by any of her actions. If 
we have the strength to maintain 
this stand, the logical outcome is 
likely to be that we wi l l have to 
leave the G A T T and enter into a 
series of bilateral agreements w i th 
many countries, including those 
behind the I ron Curtain. But has 
the Commerce Ministry examined 
all the implications and possible 
consequences of such a step? 

Journalists on the March 

THE founding members of the 
Bombay Union of Journalists, 

the first trade union of the Fourth 
Estate to be established in the coun
try, must have been agreeably sur
prised last month that the little idea 
that they had dared to sow eight 
years before should have spread 
throughout the country and grown 
to near-frution in so short a time. 

The Fourth Estate has never 
lacked recognition in India , and 
Editors as a class have had their 
share of public esteem and even 
adulation. But the working journa
lists, the back-room boys, so to say, 
who were the salt of the profession, 
were apt to be overlooked, taken too 
much for granted or at best treated 
with mi ld curiosity. When the 
august, tradition-hallowed Bombay 
Municipal Corporation accorded a 
civic reception to the delegates to 
the third session of the Working 
Journalists' Federation in Bombay 
last month, the first such reception 
to working journalists, it was the 
unmistakable mark of a new public 
awareness of the silent, but increas
ingly important role being played 
by working journalists in the pro
gress of the country. 

There have been many such in 
dications since then; but perhaps 
the most significant one was to be 

looked lot in the working journa
lists themselves, particularly in those 
who participated in the three-day 
annual session—in the sense of quiet 
dignity and certitude wi th which 
they conducted their deliberations 
and the almost imperceptible change
over from an attitude of entreaty to 
confident assertion. In itself, this 
may be but a small factor. but it 
has a psychological significance for 
the good of the Fourth Estate, and 
through i t , of the country which is 
bound to grow wi th the passage of 
time. If one has read the indication 
aright, it is clear that from the posi
tion of a hand-maid of power and 
wealth to which journalism had 
wil lynil ly come to be reduced in 
recent years, it is bound to grow 
again into a vi tal social force and 
a powerful aid to the full flowering 
of democracy. 

Against this broad background, 
the. speeches made at the session, 
the resolutions passed and the con
structive suggestions offered, though 
important in themselves, fall into 
place as but the details of a forma
tive process, which has as its end 
nothing but the fullest emancipation 
of the Press not only from the 
present humiliations and hardships 
of service, but also from the thral
dom, often subtle, of a variety of 
prejudicial interests and influences. 
The credit for raising the whole 
issue to this high level on an occa
sion, when fireworks might not have 
been quite unwelcome, goes largely 
to the sober, high-minded leader
ship of Shri Chalapathi Rau, Presi
dent of the Federation, in whom the 
suppressed sector of the Press has 
found at last both an ardent advo
cate and a far-sighted guide. 
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