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Electrification of Suburban Railway 

BO M B A Y w i l l b e surprised t o 
hear what Calcutta thinks of 

the western metropolis. " Bombay 
is a vi l lage." T h a t was what one 
was to ld by an angry druggist on 
Lindsay Street in reply to a bewild-
ered aside by a customer about the 
h igh prices of things in Calcutta. 
In Calcutta, everything is costly. I t 
is a high-cost city because it is a very 
b ig city. Tha t is what one is to ld 
so often. 

Technically, this is not correct, 
Technically, Bombay can claim to 
be the biggest city in India . It 
happened this way. Many years 
ago, the Calcutta Corporation be-

gan to curtai l its jurisdict ion, 
Howrah became a separate mun i 

cipality. Calcutta's suburbs deve
loped under separate munic ipal 
jurisdictions. Tha t was how the 
munic ipal boundaries of the City 
of Calcutta shrank gradually. 

This was the period dur ing which 
Bombay expanded. The M u n i c i 
pality became known as the Corpo
rat ion. The Chairman came to be 
called the Mayor . Bombay became 
the Greater Bombay. A n d the 
jurisdict ion of the Bombay Corpo
ra t ion expanded to include Greater 
Bombay. From the strictly legal 
aspect, Bombay became the urbs 
prima in lndis. 

There is some such th ing as 
Greater Calcutta. Tollygunge is no 
longer under a separate munici
pality. But the people of Calcutta 
do not accept Bombay's legal claim 
as the largest city. Calcutta is 
really a much bigger city. Its 
sprawling suburbs may or may not 
be w i t h i n the Corporat ion; but 
these areas and their inhabitants 
consider them to be parts and c i t i 
zens of Calcutta. It is on this defi
n i t ion that Calcutta is not only a 
bigger city, but it is also the most 
congested city. The Census Com
missioner of Ind ia in his Report on 
Census of Ind ia 1951 endorses this 
definit ion and gives the population 
of Greater Calcutta as 45.78 lakhs 
as against 28.39 lakhs of Greater 
Bombay. 

Calcut ta was congested even be
fore part i t ion. It has become ter
r ib ly congested since par t i t ion . I t 
is evident that the " re fugee" proh-
fem is partly responsible for the 
frightful over-crowding of the city. 

But there arc other reasons why 
Calcutta is so congested. One is 
that, unlike some other States, Cal
cutta is the only city in West Ben
gal where one on hope to earn a 
l iv ing . So every able-bodied per
son tries to come to Calcutta. To 
West Bengal, Calcutta is what Paris 
is to France. 

This also does not explain fully 
however why Calcutta is so con
gested. Satellite suburbs develop 
around a l l big cities. W i t h ade
quate conveyance facilities, this 
t rend should not mean over-crowd
ing. Calcutta's conveyance faci l i 
ties are not meagre. But they seem, 
and are, inadequate because trains, 
buses and local trains cannot cope 
wi th the astronomical expansion in 
traffic. W i t h i n the city proper, 
conveyance facilities arc rather 
costly, and far short of the require
ments. Movements to and from 
the city are impeded by inadequate 
suburban train facilities. 

This problem is not new. For as 
many years as one can remember, 
one has heard about plans for un
derground trains wi th in the city 
proper. Blueprints are still being 
made. A l l these plans seem to cen
tre around Dalhousie Square. Cal
cutta's offices are situated in and 
around Dalhousie Square. But that 
is not the. main conveyance problem 
of Calcutta, Both H o w r a h and 
Sealdah, the two terminal stations 
for both through and suburban 
trains, are adequately connected 
wi th t ram and bus route's to various 
parts of the city. 

M u c h more serious is the prob
lem of conveyance to and from the 
city. Suburban trains there are. 
But these trains are steam-driven. 
They are slow. In the absence of 
electric trains, the movement of 
population to and from the city is 
not as mobile as in and around 
Bombay. There are 'difficulties in 
having underground railway services 
in the city. But it is difficult to 
appreciate the delay in introducing 
electric trains in the suburban ra i l 
way system. Absence of a fast, 
electric suburban railway system is 
the main reason for dir t and con
gestion in Calcutta. 

Plans for electrification of the 
suburban rai lway system, had been 
under consideration for as many 
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years as' those for a network of un
derground railway system w i t h i n the 
city. There are two electrification 
projects. One is on the H o w r a h -
Burdwan section. A n d the other is 
on the Sealdah-Ranaghat section. 

Electrification scheme for the 
Howrah-Burdwan section has been 
sanctioned. A token beginning has 
also been made for its implementa
tion, but work is proceeding at a 
snail's pace because Howrah station 
is always so busy! Howrah now han
dles 180 trains daily; Sealdah handles 
242 trains daily. After electrifica
t ion, Howrah w i l l handle 410 trains 
and Sealdah w i l l handle 470 trains. 
In the Howrah-Burdwan section, 
there w i l l be trains every three 
minutes dur ing the peak hours. It 
is assumed that electrification w i l l 
double the number of passengers 
now using the suburban services. 
Bandel and Sheoraphuli would be 
the two big suburban junctions on 
the Howrah-Burdwan line. This 
plan involves electrification of 88 
route miles. 

Power w i l l be supplied by D V C 
and the West Bengal Government 
Gr id Scheme. It w i l l cost Rs 26 
lakhs annually. Considerable t ime 
would be saved. Steam, suburban, 
trains take three hours and four 
minutes to reach Howrah f rom 
Burdwan. Electrical, suburban, 
trains w i l l cover the distance in one 
hour and forty-six minutes, the t ime 
taken now by mail trains. W i t h 
speedier and more frequent elec
tric trains, it w i l l be possible for the 
suburbs to grow and develop. In 
the areas to be covered by the sub
urban electric systems in both the 
sections, electric supply is already 
available. It is, therefore, presum
ed that, w i th the introduct ion of 
the electric rai lway system, Cal 
cutta's growing population wou ld 
move towards its suburbs. 

Avai lab i l i ty of power and ade
quate facilities for movement are 
two essential conditions of economic 
activity. It is, therefore, welcome 
news that work for the electrifica
tion of the Howrah-Burdwan sec-
tion has been taken up. In Gal-
cutta, this problem is discussed 
mainly in relation to its implications 
on the city's intolerable congestion. 
This is a real problem, but the 
electrification of the suburban ra i l -
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kitchen. Unless the use of coal is 
eliminated, Calcutta and its sub
urbs must remain dir ty and smoky. 

Nor is it arguable that the 
electrification of the suburban ra i l 
way system w i l l enable industry and 
the factories to move out of the 
city. They are functioning already 
far away f rom the city proper. 
Electrification of the suburban 
railways may facilitate the move-
ment of staff and labour of these 
industrial factories and establish
ments. But this is not a big prob
lem. Electrification of the sub
urban railway system may not, there
fore, solve any of Calcutta's major 
problems. It w i l l be welcomed 
nevertheless in the hope that it w i l l 
lead to urbanisation of the suburbs. 
ft is in this context that the elec
trification scheme can facilitate the 
growth of suburban " refugee " 
areas w i th scope for employment 
and rehabilitation. through the 
development of organised small-
scale industries among other things. 

Bombay's Sales Tax 
The Bombay Sales Tax Law Considered by S S Munshi and G A 

Shaikh. Current Rook House, Bombay. 

Bumbai Rajyano Dwimukhi Vechanavero (Two-Point Sales Tax Act 
in the Bombay State — in Gujerati ) by N C Mehta. Published by 
Vyapar, Bombay. 

SA L E S-T A X has become a 
problem—no less than prohibi

tion whose infamous progeny it is, 
It has baffled the Government and 
the business community alike. Seve
ral pleas have been made in the past 
by various Chambers of Commerce 
to make the sales tax law uniform 
in all the States. But so far the state 
governments have vied w i t h one an
other only in collecting the maximum 
amount of the tax, ignoring real 
hardships suffered by consumers and 
the business community at large. 

A glance at the various sections 
of the Current Book House pub l i 
cation and the several types of forms 
and schedules attached thereto would 
conf i rm how complicated the whole 
system of sales tax has been made. 
In a legitimate attempt to rope in 
the tax evaders whose name was 
legion in the regime of the single 
point sales tax winch was operating 
t i l l October, 1952 in Bombay State, 
the Government, by the introduction 
of two-point sales-tax system, has 
created such a maze of regulations 

that have, to be complied wi th , that 
for the average businessman, the 
system has become too complex to 
be easily followed. Munshi and 
Shaikh have given the text of the 
Acts with all the Rules and Forms 
and notes and explanations. T h e 
result is a good reference book for 
the lawyer rather than for the aver
age businessman. 

The Vyapar publication in Guja-
rati is more exhaustive and deals 
wi th the Act and the Rules in a 
more simplified way and in a read
able form in order to make it useful 
to the businessman. It is ably w r i t 
ten and is a' fairly comprehensive 
guide for the much-harassed trader. 
Both the books offer relief for the 
Sales T a x " headache " which no 
trader can escape. The voluminous 
literature published on this subject 
w i th in the short time that the two-
point sales tax has been in force 
emphasises and demonstrates the 
need for a simplified sales-tax system 
and a mote judicious administration 
of the tax. 
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way system can help to relieve con
tion if bui lding act ivi ty in the 
suburbs goes up simultaneously. 
Building activity has not been 

picuous either in the city pro
of in the suburbs. Lack of 

and for acconimodation ean-
obviously be the reason for the 

tackness in building activity. 
T h e electrification of the sub

urban railway system w i l l not make 
Calcutta less di r ty . Calcutta is a 
dir ty city because its sanitary 
arrangements are primit ive, and 
because both the home and the 
factory are coal-based. Calcutta is 
fanning-out as it is spreading. 
There are many small engineering 
establishments w i th in and in the 
out lying parts off the city. But the 
big industrial factories and work
shops, are situated outside the city, 
on the banks of the Hooghly. 
M a n y of these factories and work
shops operate on electricity. But 
the electric energy that industry 
consumes is generated from coal. 
Coal is also used almost in every 


