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kitchen. Unless the use of coal is 
eliminated, Calcutta and its sub
urbs must remain dir ty and smoky. 

Nor is it arguable that the 
electrification of the suburban ra i l 
way system w i l l enable industry and 
the factories to move out of the 
city. They are functioning already 
far away f rom the city proper. 
Electrification of the suburban 
railways may facilitate the move-
ment of staff and labour of these 
industrial factories and establish
ments. But this is not a big prob
lem. Electrification of the sub
urban railway system may not, there
fore, solve any of Calcutta's major 
problems. It w i l l be welcomed 
nevertheless in the hope that it w i l l 
lead to urbanisation of the suburbs. 
ft is in this context that the elec
trification scheme can facilitate the 
growth of suburban " refugee " 
areas w i th scope for employment 
and rehabilitation. through the 
development of organised small-
scale industries among other things. 

Bombay's Sales Tax 
The Bombay Sales Tax Law Considered by S S Munshi and G A 

Shaikh. Current Rook House, Bombay. 

Bumbai Rajyano Dwimukhi Vechanavero (Two-Point Sales Tax Act 
in the Bombay State — in Gujerati ) by N C Mehta. Published by 
Vyapar, Bombay. 

SA L E S-T A X has become a 
problem—no less than prohibi

tion whose infamous progeny it is, 
It has baffled the Government and 
the business community alike. Seve
ral pleas have been made in the past 
by various Chambers of Commerce 
to make the sales tax law uniform 
in all the States. But so far the state 
governments have vied w i t h one an
other only in collecting the maximum 
amount of the tax, ignoring real 
hardships suffered by consumers and 
the business community at large. 

A glance at the various sections 
of the Current Book House pub l i 
cation and the several types of forms 
and schedules attached thereto would 
conf i rm how complicated the whole 
system of sales tax has been made. 
In a legitimate attempt to rope in 
the tax evaders whose name was 
legion in the regime of the single 
point sales tax winch was operating 
t i l l October, 1952 in Bombay State, 
the Government, by the introduction 
of two-point sales-tax system, has 
created such a maze of regulations 

that have, to be complied wi th , that 
for the average businessman, the 
system has become too complex to 
be easily followed. Munshi and 
Shaikh have given the text of the 
Acts with all the Rules and Forms 
and notes and explanations. T h e 
result is a good reference book for 
the lawyer rather than for the aver
age businessman. 

The Vyapar publication in Guja-
rati is more exhaustive and deals 
wi th the Act and the Rules in a 
more simplified way and in a read
able form in order to make it useful 
to the businessman. It is ably w r i t 
ten and is a' fairly comprehensive 
guide for the much-harassed trader. 
Both the books offer relief for the 
Sales T a x " headache " which no 
trader can escape. The voluminous 
literature published on this subject 
w i th in the short time that the two-
point sales tax has been in force 
emphasises and demonstrates the 
need for a simplified sales-tax system 
and a mote judicious administration 
of the tax. 
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way system can help to relieve con
tion if bui lding act ivi ty in the 
suburbs goes up simultaneously. 
Building activity has not been 

picuous either in the city pro
of in the suburbs. Lack of 

and for acconimodation ean-
obviously be the reason for the 

tackness in building activity. 
T h e electrification of the sub

urban railway system w i l l not make 
Calcutta less di r ty . Calcutta is a 
dir ty city because its sanitary 
arrangements are primit ive, and 
because both the home and the 
factory are coal-based. Calcutta is 
fanning-out as it is spreading. 
There are many small engineering 
establishments w i th in and in the 
out lying parts off the city. But the 
big industrial factories and work
shops, are situated outside the city, 
on the banks of the Hooghly. 
M a n y of these factories and work
shops operate on electricity. But 
the electric energy that industry 
consumes is generated from coal. 
Coal is also used almost in every 


