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People's Government or Party Government? 

THE results of the elections to 
the Travancore-Cochin Legis

lative Assembly have once again 
raised grave doubts about the pol i 
t ical stability of this State. There 
are disturbing possibilities. It is 
extremely difficult to forecast what 
is going to happen, whether or not 
there w i l l be Congress rule again, 
w i t h the support of the Praja So
cialists, a Praja Socialist government 
w i t h the support of Communists, a 
leftist government on the lines of 
the electoral alliance or President's 
rule. None of these possibilities 
can be ruled out. 

One thing that has clearly 
emerged from this election is fur
ther weakening of the Congress. 
The Congress had been badly 
mauled by the Communists and 
their allies during the previous 
elections; it has not been able to 
regain its lost position. Of the total 
votes polled, the Congress must 
have gained a l i t t le more. But its 
position in the legislature is a little 
worse, as it could get only 45 seats 
in a house of 117 as against 44 out 
of 107 in the last legislature, wi th 
the result that even if the. Con
gress and the dissident Travancore 
T a m i l Nad Congress ( T T N C ) can 
be brought together, they w i l l not 
command a majority, as they could 
last time, Further, if there is any 
move for alliance in that direction, 
it w i l l only advertise the bankruptcy 
of Congress leadership, because 
had such a move been made earlier, 
the resignation of the last Cabinet 
and the necessity of holding fresh 
elections could perhaps have been 
avoided. The difference: between 
the two that was made public was 
only on the question of the recog
ni t ion of T T N C as a separate en
t i ty for organisational purposes dis
tinct from the State Congress. 

The key to a stable government 
now rests w i th the PSP. Whatever 
one may think of the vacillation 
and apparently not infrequent con
tradictory statements of its leaders, 
its top-leadership is so anti-com
munist as to do credit to a Mc
Carthy. This d id not prevent the 
PSP, however, from entering into an 
electoral alliance wi th the Commu
nists and their allies. The explana
tion is not so easy as the President 
of the PSP, Acharya Kr ipa lan i , 
t r ied to make out when he said 
that it was only to get a few more 
seats at the min imum of expense. 
If that were the only motive, Com

munists would not have entered 
into such an alliance. Reports from 
impartial observers, however, tell a 
different story. The fact is un
deniable that there was a growing 
opposition to Congress government, 
leading to hatred for anything Con
gress. There was a clear realisa
tion, therefore, amongst the rank 
and file of all the leftist parties, in 
cluding the PSP, that only by a 
united opposition could Congress 
be defeated and any party standing 
against such opposition was not go
ing to succeed at the polls. Patton 
Thanu Pillai, the PSP leader at 
Travancore, who knew the local 
situation better than the top leader
ship of the party outside State, 
gauged it correctly and wrested the 
reluctant agreement of the PSP 
leaders outside the State to the 
electoral alliance. The latter was 
the outcome of the popular desire 
to defeat Congress at the polls and 
to form an alternative government, 
which should be the people's gov
ernment. If the top leaders of the 
party had not tr ied to confuse the 
electorate by stating - that the PSP 
would not jo in any coalition govern
ment w i th Communists the leftists 
would have gained at least half a 
dozen seats more. That is, how
ever, another story. What w i l l hap
pen now, if the PSP evades the logi
cal conclusion of the electoral 
alliance, ie, that of funning a leftist 
ministry? The alternative w i l l be 
either a Congress ministry, which 
people do not want, or to invite 
President's rule, which wi l l be still 
worse. If the next move of the 

PSP precipitates any of these 
alternatives, it w i l l not only make 
the PSP ineffective; it may lead to 
the eclipse of the PSP in Kerala. 
If PSP made any mistake, it was 
when the electoral alliance was 
formed. Now it is too late for them 
to wriggle out of i t , without serious 
damage to the party. 

The next question is, ran there 
be a stable lei list ministry, even if 
PSP continues the alliance? The 
combined strength of the leftist 
parties then w i l l he 59, a bare 
majority requited in a house of 
117. They may also get the sup
port of one Anglo-Indian member, 
who is to he nominated. Even so, 
it w i l l be a precarious majority, the 
slightest defection wi l l upset the 
balance. But if the left parties 
could forget party interests and 
establish a real people's govern
ment, which the country needs, they 
may gradually gain strength, even 
if a fresh election comes. Further 
it is in the interests of T T N C to 
support a leftist government, be
cause the left is more agreeable to 
linguistic states, which is their main 
bone of contention and further, any 
land reforms that would he brought 
forward by the leftists would he to 
their advantage as the party has 
support mostly among peasants and 
agricultural labourers. 

Whether people's interests w i l l 
prevail over party interests, is now 
the question. If party manoeuvres 
get the upper hand, the people's 
verdict w i l l be set aside and the 
party responsible for such an out
come wi l l be digging its own grave. 
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