
THE ECONOMIC WEEKLY 

After Sales Service for Tractors 

A C O M M I T T E E has been ap
po in t ed by the Governmen t 

of India under the chairmanship of 
the chairman of the Central Tractor 
Organisation, 

(1) To suggest the standard of 
after-sales service which tractor im
porters and dealers should be requir
ed to possess and the standard 
charges for such service; 

(2) To determine the m i n i m u m 
stocks of spare parts that should he 
kept by tractor importers and deal
ers and the price structure for the 
various kinds of spares; 

(3) To suggest the facilities to be 
provided by tractor importers and 
dealers for t raining tractor operators; 
and 

(4) To examine the possibility of 
starting the manufacture of tractor 
parts in India . 

Besides the chairman, there arc 
1 6 members on the committee; four 
of whom arc Members of Parlia
ment, four representatives of tractor 
importers and dealers, three from 
departments of the Central Govern
ment and, one from the Indian Agri
cultural Research Inst i tute . The re
maining four members are represen
tatives of other interests including 
State Governments. 

CTO—Costs and Results 
Tire total area reclaimed by the 

Central Tractor Organisation t i l l the 
end of 19 51 and during 1952 were 
.4,65,336 and 2,55,534 respec
tively. Almost the entire area re
claimed is under actual cul t ivat ion, 
according to available informat ion. 

Mechanical cul t ivat ion has not 
been undertaken on any of the re
claimed area in Madhya Pradesh, 
Madhya Bharat and Bhopal by the 
State Governments. 

An expenditure of Rs 4,72,64,140 
has been incurred on the purchase 
of tractors, equipment, office bu i ld 
ing, etc, for starting the land recla
mation scheme of the Central Trac
tor Organisation. The reclamation 
operations alone w i l l cost as fol lows: 

cal Instruments Office, now produces 
no less than 250 broad types of i n 
struments. A new bui ld ing is to be 
constructed to house the factory the 
foundation stone for which was laid 
this week by the Minis ter for Pro 
duct ion. 

T h e factory has become a ful l -
fledged instruments factory. Its 
services are utilised by the Un ion and 
State Governments and by semi-
Government bodies and also by the 
neighbouring countries l ike Afghani
stan, Burma and Pakistan. D u r i n g 
W o r l d W a r I I the factors produc
ed 20,000 prismatic binoculars 1,200 
telescopes, 4,000 prismatic l iqu id 
compasses, 34,000 sun compasses, 
besides a large number of 
sundry items such as thermo
meters. The latest achievement of 
the factory is the manufacture of 5 
inch internal focussing transit theo
doli te. The production in tire first 
nine months of the current year, 
1952-53, valued at Rs 13.58 lakhs, 
is more than the production 111 any 
ful l year between 1048-49 and 1950-

T h e new bu i ld ing is part of a 
programme of reorganisation for 
which Rs 183 lakhs have been pro 
vided in the Five-Year Plan. T h e 
scheme now undertaken, estimated 
to cost Rs 80 lakhs, is for acquisition 
of the land, construction of the 
bui ld ing , purchase of certain new 
items including optical glass. O p t i 
cal glass is one of the important raw 
materials required for scientific in
struments and ophthalmy. A techni
cal expert obtained from the UK 
under the Colombo Plan has report
ed that conditions are favourable for 
the manufacture of optical glass. A 
proposal for the production of 25 
tons of optical glass per year is now 
being considered by the Government 
of India . 

Nicotine Sulphate from 
Tobacco Waste 

Recovery of nicotine sulphate from 
tobacco waste, hi therto considered 
an uneconomic proposition, w i l l now 
be possible by a process which has 
been patented by the National Che
mical Laboratory, Poona. The pro
cess, giving an overall recovery of 93 
per cent has been found successful 
both in laboratory and in a pi lot 
plant. 

Nico t ine sulphate is a powerful in 
sectierde, used in a concentration of 
0,6 to 1.0 per cent in agricultural 
sprays. Its commercial form is a solu
t i on containing 40 per cent of nico
t ine in the form of sulphate. 

Tobacco wastes contain 1 to 3 per 
cent of nicotine. India's tobacco 
output is about 560 m i l l i o n lbs a 
year and the total of wastes in dif
ferent stages of processing is esti
mated at 38 m i l l i o n lbs. Of this 
about 33 m i l l i o n lbs are used for 
agricultural purposes and 5 mi l l i on 
just destroyed. The entire waste as 
well as another 25 mi l l i on lbs of 
tobacco stalks may be available for 
extraction of nicotine sulphate. 

Tilaiya Dam Does Not Leak 

Refuting press reports that the 
Tilaiya dam had started leaking, a 
press note issued by the Govern
ment of India slates that in the 
Tilaiya dam, as in all concrete dams, 
some sweating occurred on the down 
stream face. Some contraction 
joints are generally left between the 
adjacent concrete blocks and then 
sealed o i l . In the Tilaiya dam, 
copper strips were inserted into the 
contraction joints to prevent seepage 
of water. The alkalies in the 
cement enter into solution wi th the 
seeping water, and then form a hard 
crystalline structure which seals the 
pores. W i t h the passage of t ime, 
the seepage of water through the 
pores in the concrete stops. Most, 
of the damp spots of the Tilaiya dam 
have already been scaled in this 
manner, 

Australia has more Wheat for 
Export 

The Aust ra l ian Whea t Board has 
decided to increase its quota for ex
por t under the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Whea t 
Agreement f rom 60 to 80 m i l l i o n 
bushels for 1953. Last year Aus t ra 
l ia had or ig ina l ly a quota of 88,7 
m i l l i o n bushels bu t asked for a re
duc t ion to 60 m i l l i o n in view of the 
small crop. T h i s year's crop is ex- " 
pected to be 160 m i l l i o n bushels 
compared w i t h 145 m i l l i o n last year, 
hence the increase in the quota u n 
der the In t e rna t i ona l Whea t Agree
ment , 

Excess Profits Tax 

Although about Rs 500 lakhs were 
collected as excess profits tax in the 
current financial year up to the end 
of January 1953, since various re
funds amount ing to Rs 513 lakhs 
had to be allowed, the net recovery 
was a minus figure of Rs 1 3 lakhs, 
stated the Union Minis ter for Re 
venue and Expenditure, replying 
to a question in the Counci l of 
States this week. 

The excess profits tax was leviable 
on profits earned up to March 31, 
3946, and only in respect of some 
stray cases assessment was still being 
made. 
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At Homes and Aboroad 

N a t i o n a l Ins t ruments Factory 
Founded in 1830 for the main

tenance and repair of precision in
struments required by the Survey of 
India , the Nat ional Instruments 
Factory, at Jadhavpur in Calcutta, 
previously known as the Ma thcma t i -


