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From the South 

Rehabilitation of the Handloom Industry 

TH E handloom weavers have 
been before the public eye 

during the last two years. Their 
case does not luck advocates or 
suffer from lack of vigour in its 
presentation. For the last few 
weeks, handloom weavers in Andhra 
State have been carrying on a cam 
paign of satyagraha to call the State 
Government's attention to their 
demands for relief and rehabilitation. 
There is no doubt that they have 
succeeded in enlisting wide public 
as well as official sympathy and sup
port. 

Handloom weaving occupies an 
important place in the rural eco
nomy of south India, and when 
through a combination of circum
stances distress among weavers 
became very acute last year, the 
Government of the composite Mad
ras State championed their cause 
and pleaded with the Government 
of India for both immediate and 
long range measures of relief. Mad
ras Government's proposals were— 
reservation of the production of 
dhotis with borders and coloured 
saris of 40 counts and below to 
the handlooms, and the imposition 
of a cess on these varieties of cloth 
produced by mills, to be utilised 
for relief and assistance to the hand-
loom industry. 

The Government of India have 
since accepted these in principle 
and appropriated a sum of Rs 125 
lakhs from the Handloom Cess 
Fund for measures which would 
benefit the industry in south India. 
Of this amount the shares of the 
Andhra and Madras Governments 
wi l l be Rs 30.60 and Rs 84.31 lakhs 
respectively. A further sum of 
Rs 23 lakhs allocated by the Centre 
is to be divided between the two 
States on the basis of the number 
of handlooms in use in each of 
them. The cess fund has been 
apportioned on an ad hoc basis, sub
ject to revision according to the 
exact number of looms in either 
State. 

The purpose for which these 
funds will be used are: provision of 
staff for organising co-operative 
societies of weavers to bring into 
the organisation an additional 50,000 
of them; organising co-operatives for 
internal marketing and sale of hand-
loom cloth; purchase of propaganda 
and sales depot vans; publicity; set
t ing up a standardisation committee: 
starting up of a dye house; supply of 
pedal looms to societies; payment of 

rebate on sale of handloom cloth; 
and supply of standard reeds. In 
addition, loans to the tune of 
Rs 40 lakhs are to be made towards 
working capital of co-operative socie
ties, research and improvement of 
designs, and for better techniques. 

The major part of the grant to 
Andhra will thus be utilised for the 
promotion of co-operative organisa
tion of weavers. This is essential 
because: unless weavers are organised 
into societies, it would not be pos
sible to ensure an equitable distri 
bution of yarn to them and to 
promote organised marketing of 
handloom cloth. Of the eight lakh 
looms" in the former Madras Stale, 
nearly 2,70,000 are in Andhra, of 
which only 1,08,000 are working 
under the supervision of co opera-
tive societies. The policy is to 
bring gradually all the handloom 
weavers within the co-operative fold. 

The basic demand of the hand 
loom weavers is adequate and regu
lar supplies of yarn of counts which 
they could weave into cloth of the 
type for which there is demand. 
The number of handlooms in the 
composite Madras State, as mention 
ed above, is about eight lakhs and 
their total requirements of yarn 
arc estimated at about 23,000 bales 
per month. But not all this demand 
is currently being met and a sur
vey conducted in 1040 disclosed that 
on account of non-availability of 
yarn, handloom weavers had perforce 
to remain idle for all but ten to 
twelve days in a month. Not only 
is the yarn supplied to looms made 
quatc in quantity but a proportion 
of it is of higher counts, spun from 
imported cotton, which puts up the 
price of cloth too high. What the 
weavers want is yarn manufactured 
by Indian mills out of Indian cotton 
in counts which will enable, them 
to produce easily marketable cloth. 
Part of the distress experienced by 
them was due to the piling tip of 
cloth woven from these finer counts, 
and prices had to bo cut drastically 
to dispose off the accumulated stocks. 

When the Madras Government 
put up their proposals for relief, 
which were endorsed by a resolution 
adopted by the Madras Legislative 
Assembly, doubts were expressed 
whether if reservation was decided 
upon, handlooms would be able to 
meet the demand of the reserved 
varieties of do th . The average pro 
duction of handlooms in the whole 
country has been computed at 1,400 

1377 

million yards, of which about bo per 
cent is made up of dhotis and colour
ed saris, while power looms produce a 
total of 1,750 million yards of these 
varieties. The balance of 1,000 mil
lion yards required can easily be 
taken over by handlooms, provided 
of course the yarn supplies are ade
quate tor the full employment of all 
the handlooms in existence and pro
vided, competition from the mills is 
eliminated. In h i d , the principle of 
reservation of particular categories of 
cloth for handlooms is neither new 
nor has it been brought forward all 
of a sudden. It was accepted by 
the Government of India in 1940. 

The Government of India have 
since agreed to the reservation of 
bordered dhotis but not coloured 
sans. This is a compromise which, 
however, has nor been of much ad
vantage to weavers, It is not much 
in the interest of the consumers 
who prefer cheap colored handloom 
woven to miII-made saris because 
they are more durable. 

The question may be asked whe
ther reservation of dhotis and 
coloured sans for exclusive produc
tion by handlooms would not result 
in higher prices for these textiles. 
Such a danger may be considered 
remote, because for one thing, mills 
would continue to manufacture cloth 
of widths capable of being used as 
dhotis and saris, and secondly, inter-
rial competition among handlooms 
themselves would prevent putting 
up of prices. 

The general impression in south 
India is that protection to the hand-
loom industry will not be detrimen
tal to the interests of the mill indus
try. For one thing, the former 
fulfils a specific demand for cloth of 
certain types; for another, curtailment 
of handloom production instead of 
easing the cloth situation in the 
country will only make it worse. 
Furthermore, certain varieties of 
handloom products have a good ex-
port market and are in great demand 
in countries outside India. If the 
requirements of the handloom weav
ers are not met, this export market 
will be adversely affected. 

From any point of view, the prob
lems of the handloom weaving 
industry call for sympathetic and 
careful handling and people in the 
south find gratifying that both the 
Central and the State Governments 
are seized of these and are trying to 
do their best. 




