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R O F B O S E ' S book gives 
the reader a closer view of the 

mind of Gandhi than lie is likely 
to have before starting to read 
i t . My Days With Gandhi is a r ich 
record of innumerable small inci 
dents i l luminat ing certain aspects 
of Gandhi's personality which are 
but dimly known to most people. 
To pick up at random one of these 
incidents, Gandhi is seen to advise 
a young man to follow his inclina
t ion and devote himself to art 
rather than jo in politics or the 
sort of constructive work that goes 
wi th Gandhi an politics. On ano
ther occasion we find him playing 
the doctor in relation to an ordi
nary villager wi th an amount of 
solicitude which, considering the 
overwhelming problems which were 
receiving his attention at the time, 
is surprising. These and similar 
other incidents fal l , however, out
side the main current of the book 
which is composed of two contem
poraneous developments in the 
closing years of his life. One of 
these is connected with his experi
ments in Brahmacharya; the other 
w i th Ins heroic attempt to bring 
back the two warring communities, 
Hindus and Muslims, to the path 
of amity. 

Gandhi's attitude towards the 
part i t ion of India has been the sub
ject of a long and bitter contro
versy. It is well-known that Gandhi 
had always been strongly opposed 
to partition. Soon after the idea 
of Pakistan had been mooted, he 
described the vivisection of India 
as a sin. Nor did he confess to 
having changed his mind when the 
proposal for parti t ion, in a some
what different form, was put for
ward by the British as a basis of 
their withdrawal from India. On 
M a y 5, 1947, shortly before part i
tion was finally decided upon, 
Reuter's special correspondent in 
New Delhi put the following ques
tions to Gandhi : Is the communal 
division of India inevitable? W i l l 
such division solve the communal 
problem? Gandhi answered, " Per
sonally, I have always said N o ' , 
and I say ' N o ' even now to both 
t h e s e questions " (H a r i j a n , 
18-5-1947). In reply to another 

question by the same correspon
dent, Gandhi said, " The British 
wi l l have to take the risk of leav
ing India to chaos or anarchy. . . . 
The communal feuds you see here 
are, in my opinion, partly due to 
the presence of the British. If the 
British were not here, we would 
still go through the fire no doubt, 
but that fire would purify us." 

Yet on the 14th of June, 1947, 
at the momentous session of the 
A I C C , where the Working Com
mittee, put forward the resofution 
accepting the British plan, Gandhi 
declared that " he had come before 
the A I C C to urge the acceptance 
of the resolution. Sometimes cer
tain decisions, however unpalatable 
they might have been, had to be 
taken ". Gandhi's conduct on this 
crucial occasion has been variously 
explained. The pet explanation of 
leftists is that Gandhi, realising that 
the alternative lay between revo
lution and capitulation, took the 
only decision compatible wi th his 
class affiliation. Others have point
ed out that Bapu was far too in
fluenced by his personal relations 
with men like Nehru and Patel and 
when he found his trusted friends 
and disciples agreeable to accepting 
the plan for part i t ion, he did not 
have the heart to oppose. 

In all these explanations, there is, 
one feels, something missing, viz, 
the objective situation in which 
Gandhi had to take his decision. 
It was a time when the massacres 
in Calcutta and Noakhali , Bihar and 
the Punjab stood as witnesses to 
the temper of the people. A call 
to the people to force the British 
to quit India would , no doubt, have 
been interpreted by the Mus l im 
League as an attempt by the Con
gress to implement its programme 
by force. The League, wi th its un
questioned hold on the Mus l im 
masses, not only would have stood 
out of any such movement but 
actively tried to sabotage i t , thus 
turning the anti-British movement 
into a civil war. To argue that the 
movement, once launched, would 
have won over the Mus l im masses 
from the League, is to indulge in 
wishful thinking. H o w deep the 
communal passions were running 
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at the time, Gandhi had already 
discovered in course of his contact 
wi th the people in Noakhali . It is 
possibly this, and a certain despair 
arising out of it, which, more than 
anything else, prevented Gandhi 
from adopting a more determined 
form of opposition to partition. 

The fact that the era. of Gan-
dhian politics, with all its insistence 
on love and non-violence, ended 
wi th communal riots of a most 
savage character is as deserving of 
study by students of history and 
sociology as Gandhi's splendid mis
sion in the closing days of his life 
to restore good-neighbourliness 
among a people torn by fanaticism 
which was the clowning glory of 
his extraordinary career. 
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