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This is a first-hand report on the distress prevailing in villages under the Erode and Lower Bhavani 
Canal Community Projects in the district of Coimbatore, The author was enabled to four these villages, 
thanks to the courtesy of the Government of Madras who instructed the Community Project Officers con
cerned to show him round. 

I H A D an opportunity to visit the 
villages under the Erode Com

munity Project between 17th and 
26th August. The southern portion 
of Erode taluq, the northern part of 
Dharapuram taluq, and certain v i l 
lages between Bhavani and Kavun-
dapadi in the district of Coimbatore 
and villages bordering Dharapuram 
taluq in Karu r taluq are suffering 
from distress due to consecutive fai l 
ure of rains. The villages in this 
tract have been chosen for commu
nity development in the hope that 
they w i l l get irrigation from Lower 
Bhavani canals. But this hope has 
not been realised. Even if the 
Lower Bhavani canals irrigate these 
villages, irrigation wi l l not cover the 
whole of this tract and a very large 
area w i l l still remain exposed to 
periodic famines. Insecurity of rain
fall has led to the growth in this 
area of a cattle and sheep economy 
which can withstand the scarcity to 
a greater extent than crops. Com
munity projects have the objective 
of increasing agricultural production 
by the grant of seed and manure 
loans, the introduction of better 
seeds, chemical fertilisers, compost-
making, green manure-growing and 
use of better implements, the deve-

(Continued from previous page) 
the former notes the passage of the 
Plan in time and even makes adjust
ments with new situations as they 
unfold (eg, unemployment) as if 
without notice, the latter presupposes 
that the nature of the next phase, 
mostly created by the implementa
tion of the Plan, is foldable with 
the help of certain generaj principles, 
if one docs not like the use of the 
word ' laws ', of social development 
in , at least, the last two hundred 
years or so. So the next emergent 
phase, in this view of dynamics, 
comes under human deliberation and 
thus under human control. The 
faith in the historicity of the present 
phase is thus rational. When leaders 
ask young men and women to execute 
the Plan with missionary zeal, that 
is, without historical understanding, 
they are making irrational appeals to 
those who would, could, and should 
understand. 

lopment of irrigation by pump-sets, 
and small dams. But when rainfall 
is uncertain, none of these can help 
the agriculturist. Neither can he be 
enthused for play-grounds, sports 
clubs, reading rooms, music or lite
racy by an army of social organisers 
under these conditions. It is a 
wonder how the medium peasants 
take interest in contributing their 
mite for roads and wells. But as 
these, are felt-needs, they are pre
pared to make a great sacrifice in 
order to have them and take advant
age of the grants given under com
munity projects. Some areas have 
sown ' kambu ' six weeks back in the 
expectation of rain and some others 
are. waiting tor rain to sow. The 
distress of the peasants is great. The 
poor eat aloe plants and the cattle 
palmyra leaves. Since 24th August 
there has been some rain in a few 
villages. 'The last crop in most of 
the villages was what they harvested 
in November last. Many peasants 
have sold their movables such as 
cattle, sheep, and jewelety. They 
are in debt. Some have mortgaged 
their lands with possession or sold 
them with a conditional agreement 
to get them back if they repay the 
loan wi th in a prescribed time-limit. 
If the recent rains do not give life 
to the ' k a m b u ' sown, the distress 
wi l l be greater. If it helps the pre
sent crop and also encourages sow
ing in lands lying fallow, even then 
the ryots wi l l need subsistence loans 
and agricultural loans for purchase 
of fodder for cattle, cotton seeds, 
and their own subsistence. It may 
not be possible to continue gruel 
centres for the vulnerable groups 
from state funds or to provide em
ployment for all able-bodied per
sons. But deterioration in the con
dition of small and medium peasants 
can he arrested by adopting imme- . 
diately the following measures: 

1. Supply of millet and cotton 
seeds and loans for the same. 
Such loans should also be to 
repay debts incurred for pur
chasing seeds since August. 

2. Subsistence loans for a period 
of three months. 

3. Loans for purchase of cattle 
and sheep or for repayment of 
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debt incurred for the purchase 
of cattle since August. 

4. Liberal import into the area of 
tattle fodder and cotton-seed 
and their sale in fair price shops 
along with rations. 

5. Increase in the number of fair 
price shops and the quantum 
of ration. 

6. Liberalising the existing rules 
of Taccavi loans so that loans 
may be given to any person pay
ing land-revenue for raising a 
crop, as in the case of seed and 
manure loans by the Agricul
tural Department, without in
sistence on a high landed secu
rity or the holding of a single 
patta. 

7. If Government declares a mora
torium on past debts, it w i l l 
create a new hope among pea
sants in distress and also a feel
ing that the Government is at 
their back. 

8. As sheep are able to subsist 
even after five consecutive years 
of scarcity, special efforts 
should be made to develop a 
sheep economy. 

9. Cattle breeding should be pro
moted by concentrating on the 
development of pastures in suit
able areas, providing drinking 
water, and import ing cattle 
feeds. 

10. A permanent scheme should 
be started for salvage of cattle 
to be returned to the owners 
when rainfall is normal. 

LOWER BHAVANT CANAL PROJECT 

The ryots of the villages under the 
new Lower Bhavani Canal which I 
was shown round between 18th and 
26th August by the Erode Commu
nity Projects Officers, have made a 
representation to the Government 
which indicates the following pro
blems: 

( 1) Inefficiency in the construc
tion of feeder canals and field 
channels—absence of proper 
levels in taking water to the 
fields—possibility of disputes 
i n taking f i e l d c h a n n e l s 
through ryots' fields. 

(a) Problems of percolation and 
water-logging on the sides of 





The canal reading to unhealthy 
surroundings. 

(3 ) The need for bridges and 
pathways to reach the newly 
irrigated lands. 

(4) Exclusion of scheduled lands 
from the Ayacut because of the 
defect in the construction of 
feeder canals, and failure to 
include first-class lands which 
could be irrigated by the exist
ing canals. 

(5) Refusal to include lands in 
two villages of Erode taluq 
on the ground that the ryots 
of the previous generation d i d 
not agree to the inclusion of 
their lands when the scheme 
was contemplated. 

(6) Quarrels about use of water 
may lead to breaking of heads. 
The traditionally powerful 
class of landowners may abuse 
the right of use of water. 

(7) In order to tide over the dis
tress caused by consecutive 
failure of rains for 4 years, a 
large number of ryots have 
mortgaged their lands, sold 
their cattle, and have little re
sources to buy cattle, carts, 
seeds, manure, and i ron i m 
plements. They need in the 
first instance money to make 
the land suitable to receive 
water. The problem of past 
debts baffles solution. Rules 
of Taccavi are rigid. The 
fear of the officers that such 
loans w i l l be recovered from 
them deters them from grant
ing them even in deserving 
cases. The project officers 
seem to have no powers of 
issuing loans for al l these pur
poses excepting seed and 
manure loans. Seed loans may 
be useful but use of manure 
w i l l be l imited as the effect of 
fertilisers for millets and cotton 
in the new area is yet to be 
demonstrated to the ryots. 
Some doubts too exist about 
the efficacy of sweet water for 
millets. 

( 8 ) Certain areas between Bha-
vani and Kavundapadi are 
sloping and undulating. Tech
nical advice in bunding and 
levelling to prevent erosion, 
and to contain the canal water 
in the fields may be necessary. 
A l l lands may not be fit for 
crops and their suitability for 
crops, pasture and trees have 
to be studied. Being a new 
area, crop-planning is possible 
providing for vegetables, cat
tle-fodder, food crops, and i n -
duairial r aw materials. 

(9) There are a few b ig land
owners who w i l l benefit dis
proportionately as they hold 
large areas over 10 acres. 
There are many who have not 
sufficient land for economic 
cultivation. There are non
resident and absentee land
owners who let lands on lease 
at excessive rents. There are 
new purchasers, small in num
ber, who have purchased lands 
on the new canal and may not 
directly cultivate them. 

The following remedies are sug
gested : 

(1) The Community Project Offi
cer or any special officer other 
than that of the P W D (Ca
nals) should investigate com
plaints of levels of small canals, 
the silting of sluices leading to 
field channels, the proper 
alignment of the latter, and the 
exclusion of lands from the 
Ayacut, and place the defects 
for immediate rectification by 
the PWD. 

(2) The Community Project Offi
cer should list and arrange for 
the proper drainage courses 
needed to take off surplus 
water in low-lying grounds, 
shifting of villages to a high
er ground, and bridges and 
roads required for making the 
fields accessible to the ryots. 

(3) The Community Project Offi
cer should be authorised to 
decide disputes relating to use 
of water and the course of 
field channels. 

(4) A moratorium on past debts 
secured and unsecured except
ing those due to co-operative 
societies and the state, pending 
permanent legislation as in 
other states for debt adjust
ment, licensing and registra
t ion of private money lenders, 
and inclusion of redeemed 
cultivators in co-operative so
cieties for supply of future 
credit, and schemes of direct 
state aid for insecure areas and 
immature cultivators who do 
not possess the min imum capa
city to be members of co-ope
rative societies. 

(5) Legislation should also be en
acted exempting a m in imum 
holding f rom attachment for 
debts and a m i n i m u m produce 
for subsistence and expenses 
of cult ivation. 

(6) A single state staff for giving 
loans for soil conservation and 
land improvement, medium-
term loans for cattle and carts, 

and short-term loans. This 
staff should include a land re
clamation and conservation 
scientist of the agricultural de
partment who has ample local 
experience. The Community 
Project staff might distribute 
all kinds of loans pending the 
creation of a village organisa
tion, cither as part of the state 
machinery. or as co-operative 
organisation, or otherwise. 

(7) Loan rules should be modified 
so that they may be available 
for all owners and tenants on 
the security of the crop, or the 
improvement to be effected as 
wells, cattle, carts, etc., in the 
case of medium and long-term 
loans, or on hire-purchase 
system. Additional security 
in the case of medium and 
long-term loans may be taken. 

(8) The departmental seed depots 
should be increased so as to 
make seeds available easily to 
the ryots. The number of 
seed farms and ryots' farms 
for producing seed should be 
increased. 

(9) Experimental and demonstra
tion farms for a study of the 
application of chemical ma
nures and the effects of the 
canal water on millet crops 
should be increased. 

(10) The agricultural staff under 
the project should not be raw 
recruits fresh from the college 
but men wi th local experience 
of land utilisation. They 
should be able to advise on 
and promote the zoning of 
lands for trees, pasture, crops 
and communal village pur
poses. 

(II) Joint farming by pooling to
gether uneconomic holdings 
for one or more processes as 
far as possible should be en
couraged by special induce
ments by the agricultural staff 
of the project. As great scope 
exists for building economic 
farms, and promoting model 
villages, the work of the com
munity project staff and that 
of other departments should 
be co-ordinated and intensi
fied in this area for these pur
poses. The test should be the 
creation of enduring and suit
able organisations of the agri
culturists for increased agricul
tural production and better 
l iving, the removal of h in 
drances to increased produc
t ion by necessary legislation, 
and the provision of every 
facility for equipping the 
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farmer as an efficient agricul
turist. 

(12) The Five-Year Plan has sug
gested that betterment levy 
might be taken in the form of 
land from larger holdings. It 
say: " By this means i t w i l l 
be possible to obtain the lands 
needed for resettling persons 
whose holdings are submerged 
by reservoirs: for community 
use, namely, village forests, 
and grazing, markets, roads, 
etc; for effecting improve
ments in the1 agricultural eco
nomy by bringing about con
solidation of buildings, making 
uneconomic holdings into eco
nomic holdings, assigning 
lands to landless labourers, and 
in other ways." 

(13) As such levy wil l still leave 
large holdings with many own
ers, the proposal of l imi t ing 
water-supply to a defined 
maximum holding and buying 
the test at pre-projeet price 
mentioned in page 359 of the 
Five-Year Man might be con
sidered, 

(14) Holdings below a l imit should 
not be allowed to be sub
divided. 

(15) Land legislation proposed in 
the Five-Year Plan as fixing a 
ceiling for ownership, security 
of tenure for tenants, fixing of 
rents as not to exceed ¼th of 
the gross produce, fixing of 
minimum wages for labour 
should be immediately intro
duced in the first instance in 
new canal areas. It new 
canals are not to prove an 
additional concentration of 
economic power in the hands 
of a few big owners and if the 
small ryots are to benefit by 
the use of water in increasing 
production, the programme of 
work of community projects 
should be recast on the above 
lines aided by necessary state 
legislation. 

A P P E N D I X 

Notes on Villages under Erode 
Community Project 

Ezumathur (12 miles from Erode) 
is one of the villages that has suffer
ed from the consecutive failure of 
rains for the last three 01 four 
years. The Lower Bhavani Canal 
work gave employment ti l l last 
year. Some of the villagers left for 
Pollachi for digging groundnut. 
There were only two bullocks 
where there were ten. Cattle have 
been sold by ryots. Loans issued 
by co-operative societies could not 
be recovered. Copper vessels and 
jewellery have been sold. The 
cultivators may need cattle as soon 
as there is rain. Many have con
tracted debts at high rates of 
interest. 

There is little water in the wells. 
The villagers hope to get some 
work if water is let into the Unja-
lur branch of the Jihavani Canal. 

Odakatturalasu: Kambu h a s 
been sown but for want ol rains 
crops were withering. Canal-dig
ging which gave some employment 
has stopped. Groundnut picking 
too has stopped at Pollachi. If the 
digging of the branch canal is un
dertaken, the people wi l l get some 
work. " The cultivators have bor
rowed at high rates of interest from 
many including a Nattukottai Chetty 
Bank amounting upto 36 per cent. 
Cattle, sheep, calves, jewels, vessels 
have been sold," This was the re
presentation made by the leaders 
of the village. The economy here 
is half-farming, and half cat tie-
la rming. Cattle feeds are very 
costly. About half of the sheep in 
the village has been sold. Land
owners eagerly expect some work 
as day-labourers. 

In Kokkir ikat tupudur a labourer 
works for 5 annas a day or for a 
local measure of millets (kambu) . 

Velayudampalyam lies in the 
scarcity tract. Peasants own 5 to 
10 acres of 10 dry lands. Drink
ing water is difficult to get. Labour 
goes for work in adjoining wet land 
when it is available. 

The majority of holdings in 
Kuppanpalayam comprises 10 to 20 
acres dry. Kambu has been sown 
in expectation of rain which is not 
coming. Work in wet land villages 
is a supplementary occupation. 
Draught cows and buffaloes are 
used for ploughing and water-lift
ing. Millets (kambu, cholam, ragi) 
available in working class families 
w i l l be sufficient for a week's con
sumption. For the r ich, the rate 

1094 

of interest is 12 per cent. The daily 
wage for a permanent farm servant 
is 20 vallams of kambu or cholam 
of 1 ½ m.m. a rupee per day. 
Out of 1427 acres dry in this v i l 
lage only 86 acres were irrigable 
by 93 wells in the two hamlets of 
this village. These lands were near 
the Noyyal. But Noyyal water ob
tained from springs is saline and is 
not good for irrigation. A labourer 
interviewed said that he belonged to 
the Gowndar community but was a 
weaver by occupation (which hard
ly happens) and could not get 
weaving work during the last two 
or three years. 

In Oodayam, 1 had heard noth
ing but tales of woe and distress 
in the villages visited. Hand-spin
ning gives an income of three to 
six annas per day. The yarn is 
taken to M u t h m . There has been 
no rain for the last five years. 
Kambu has been sown a month 
before and the villagers are expect
ing rains. Landowners, most of 
whom own less than 20 acres dry, 
were forced to work as labourers 
when the canal work was on. They 
are unable to maintain their bul
locks. Lour members have taken 
loans of about Rs 300 each from 
the co-operative society to be re
paid next A p r i l . Their need ac
cording to the rvots was subsistence 
loans t i l l the next harvest. Local 
agriculturist moneylenders issue a 
loan of Rs 100 hut take a note for 
Rs 400. Sale of sheep has been 
their main source of income. De
velopment of sheep-rearing is pos
sible under these scaicity conditions. 
The school has been dosed as the 
villagers are unable to maintain the 
teacher. 

Doddampatti is the last village 
in Karur taluq which borders on 
the scarcity area. The north-east 
monsoon lias generally failed for 
the last four years. Garden 
cultivation is done in a b o u t 
a sixth of the dry l a n d s . 
Hut wells have little water. M a n -
labour is available for 8 annas a day 
and woman-labour for 4 annas. As 
in other villages the landowners 
maintain themselves by selling their 
cattle and sheep. They tried se-
samum but it was affected by a 
pest. 

M u t h u r is another village affect
ed by consecutive years of distress. 
The people complained that distress 
loans have been stopped. They 
sold their cattle and sheep for re
paying old debts. They wanted the 
gruel centre which has been closed 
to be restored. They would have 
emigrated had it not been for the 
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hope that the Bhavani Canal was 
coming. They need subsistence 
loans for their maintenance and 
for fodder and want employment. 
An intensive hand-spinning scheme 
is worked by the rural welfare de
partment and is a great source of 
livelihood for the women. But as 
the public do not buy handspun 
cloth, the producers are given back 
50 per cent of the yarn produced 
by them in the shape of cloth, 
thereby creating a market. This has 
halved the wages received by them. 
The price of foodgrains is high 
owing to the existence of the free 
market. This area wi l l always need 
fair price shops at controlled prices. 
Cutt ing of trees and their sale as 
fuel at Erode is one of the occu
pations. The palm-leaf is cut and 
given as food to cattle. Out of 
400 wells, about 80 have about a 
foot of water which may irrigate 
about 80 acres. The Special Loans 
Tahsildar issues loans for deepen
ing wells to those who can give 
sufficient land security. The loans 
can reach only a few. One is not 
sure whether water wil l be struck. 

Paranjervali lies in the distress 
tract, The cultivators expect rain. 
They wi l l need seeds of cholaim 
kambu, pulses and cotton. They 

.w i l l need immediate loans as soon 
as it rains, to enable them to un
dertake cultivation. What generally 
happens is that they run here and 
there to procure seeds and tattle 
by incurring loans at an usurious 
rate of interest at the time of rains. 

Nathakadaiyur near Palayakottai 
is affected by scarcity. The price 
of cholam is high, ie, 1½m. per 
rupee. Daily wage is 12 annas per 
man and 6 annas per woman. A 
farm servant's wage is 50 man. of 
millets a month valued at Rs 30. 
Recent rules get for the woman 
producer of hand-spun yarn a cloth 
for her for every six months and 
a three annas wage per day. Even 
this wage is due to the state subsidy 
per yard of hand-spun and hand-
woven cloth. Those who went to 
Pollachi for groundnut pit king may 
not return. Some have gone to 
canal villages for work. Among 
the better farmers, only two bulls 
exist where there were ten. Many 
have been sold. There is no fod
der. Loans are difficult to get. 
Even cultivators take to weaving. 
They need kambu and cotton seeds 
immediately. These should be 
available for the smaller cultivators 
as soon as it rains. 

The Local Board Market is a 
source of oppression. For every 
head of cattle taken for sale, the 

to l l is rupee one. It was 8 annas 
before. For .every headload (bas
ket) taken to the market, the tol l 
is 4 annas while before the war it 
was three pies! 

Uppilipalayam: The canal ex
cavation gave relief to this village. 
Spinning is not of late profitable. 
Selling fuel by cutting green manure 
stalks is an occupation. Carting is 
another. 

Pudupalayam: (Chennimalai 
Firka, Erode taluq) : The canal 
excavation work which gave some 
wages is over. Groundnut plucking 
at Pollachi is over. The poor eat 
the aloe plant. I saw this plant 
being dried I'm this purpose in at 
least six villages. Just the minimum 
of cattle is maintained at great 
sacrifice so that the cultivators may 
not suffer for plough rattle as soon 
as it rains. The food of cattle is 
the dried palmyra leaves. Sale of 
sheep by peasants in the market 
has become impossible as sales tax-
has been levied on two of the pea
sants. The sales tax is Rs 162½, 
When once the tax is levied, it is 
automatically continued. T h e 
statement of the village officer that 
the seller is an agriculturist-breeder 
is discounted. The lawyer says that 
there is no alternative to payment. 
The villagers represented that 
owing to want of rains, they have 
not touched the plough for the last 
one year. They were unable to re
pay the debts due to co-operative 
societies. They said that fodder 
was needed for four months and 
subsistence loans for six months. 
Kambu, cholam and paddv seeds 
were equally needed. The return 
for spinning has been reduced from 
six to three annas. Six months be
fore the peasants applied for Tac-
cavi loans but no reply has been 
received. The loan applications 
have been 1 ejected as security was 
considered insufficient or the patto 
was joint , or the value of the land 
was not enough. It looked as if 
the Taccavi loan scheme existed 
for rejecting the loan applications. 
Loans for four wells were given 
three years back. 

"Cannot relief work be started? 
Clan we not get loans for preparing 
the lands for canal cultivation and 
deepening the wells?" This was 
the appeal made at the meeting by 
the middle and small peasants. The 
Haitians were in distress. Their 
complaint is that they are prevent
ed from cutting fuel by trespassing 
into public or private lands! The 
market tol l is heavy. It is 4 annas 
per headload. For collecting sweet 
paddy, there is no scope as shoots 
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have dried up. The gruel centre 
was for the Adidravidas only. The 
peasants requested its extension to 
the old persons among the taste 
communities. 

The fair price shop sells cholam 
at 9 annas 3 pies and wheat at 10 
annas 7 pies and supplies a ration 
of 10 oz. Generally at the harvest 
the people did not go to the shop. 
As a consequence, the number of 
cardholders chopped from t .000 to 
300. Government ordered rations 
to be given only to those who had 
cards be lore March 1952. Hence, 
the number has come down to 300. 
Many need ration at the price pre
vailing in lair price shops and at 
least 50 per cent more as ration. 

The ryots specially appealed to 
me before I started, that I should 
represent to Government about the 
distress conditions in the villages of 
Chennimalai Firka. I feel I have 
committed a crime by delaying their 
representation t i l l today. Innocent 
folk! They do not understand in 
spite of my telling them repeatedly 
that I have no more powers than 
they. That is the danger of talk
ing to people in association wi th 
local officials. Some of the prob
lems are intractable. Unemploy
ment may not be wholly solved. 
The disabled poor may die slowly 

by partial starvation. But Govern
ment can arrest deterioration of the 
small peasants. It may increase the 
tan price shops, liberalise subsistence 
and Taccavi loans, supply fodder 
and seeds and declare a mora
torium for past debts. It may dis
tribute loans for purchase of cattle 
and sheep and open a salvage farm 
for cattle which cannot be main
tained by ryots. These forms of 
relief w i l l enable the small and 
middle peasants to tide over the 
present distress. 

Notes on Lower Bhavani Project 

Punjaikalamangalam is one of 
the villages where we were told 
that water would not he supplied 
011 the ground that some thirty 
years ago, the ryots had given in 
writ ing that they did not want 
irrigation of their lands by the 
waters of Lower Bhavani. 

Ezumathur (12 miles f r o m 
Erode) : Owing to famine condi
tions, people are depressed by the 
need for seeds and cattle if rain 
falls, and their past debts, and 
their l iving costs unt i l the next crop 
is raised, and the need for cattle 
feeds. They have to red aim their 
lands and prepare them to receive 
water next year but their imme-
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diate problem is to tide over food 
distress and hardly bother now 
about converting dry into wet land. 
In view of the percolation of water 
which may result in the lands ex
cavated near the banks of the new 
canal for supplying earth to them, 
such lands too wi l l need levelling. 

About 5 per cent of the owners 
have about 50 to 100 acres. 95 per 
cent own less than ten acres. In 
view of the fact that the canal is 
expected to irrigate only dry crops, 
there is little speculation in land 
purchase. But many ryots may 
not be able to prepare their lands 
for irrigation in a single year. 

Nathakadaiyui: Not every land
owner owns lands under the pro
posed new irrigation of the Lower 
Bhavani Canals. 

Vemandampalayain (Attava-
naianumampalli . main village, 12 
miles from Erode): Half the v i l 
lage w i l l get the benefit of the 
Lower Bhavani Canal. Those who 
own above 25 acres in the canal 
area wi l l be about 10 per cent. 
Major i ty own between 10 and 20 
acres. The rest own below 10 acres. 

Pasuvapatti (near Chennimalai) : 
The efficacy of sweet water (or 
i rr igating millets which alone is 
permitted to be raised along wi th 
cotton under the Lower Bhavani 
("anaIs is doubted. 

Hariappanpalayam: The Special 
Deputy Collector and his staff issue 
Government loans for the wet lands 
to be irrigated by the new canal. 
Last year water- was let in the new 
canal in this village. Many have 
not made the lands fit to receive 
water. Finding that even the rich do 
not easily get these loans, very few 
apply for- them. Four persons have 
borrowed for purchase of cattle. 
One of the borrowers represented 
that he applied ten months back 
for a loan, it took three months to 
get i t , and he had to walk a dozen 
times to get the loan. Loans for 
joint-holdings are not given. this, 
however, is the common form of 
holding. Though cultivation is 
done individually by sub-division, 
the sub-division is not registered 
generally. It was represented that 
even if a person had property 
worth Rs 10,000 and it had no 
mortgage on it, the loan officers 
wanted additional surety. Cheques 
are given for the sanctioned loan 
and the ryots had to cash them in 
the treasury. This is a good mode 
of payment. There was no corrupt 
practice. What stands in the way 
of issue of loans by Government is 
the existence of past debts which 
many have incurred on mortgage 

owing to the consecutive failure of 
the north-eastern monsoon. The 
villagers need loans for repair of 
lands, purchase of cattle and carts, 
chemical fertilisers, and kambu, 
cholam and cotton seeds. The seed 
and manure loans of the community 
project are taken advantage of, but 
it cannot amount to much as the 
ryots should be sure of the effect 
of the manures. The agricultural 
department should be able to help 
in this matter. Water of the small 
canal cannot reach about 100 acres, 
though the latter is under the 
ayacut. 

Shumbagapudiu : Out of 400 
pattadars. 200 have already mort
gaged their lands. Joint-pattadars 
cannot get Government loans. Two 
ryots have got loans amounting to 
Rs 1,000 for purchase of cattle and 
repair of lands. About a dozen 
outsiders have purchased be acres 
at prices ranging between Rs 800 
to Rs 1,000. At another place one 
person has purchased 4½ acres for 
Rs 600. Three-fourths of the buyers 
may cultivate themselves and one-
fourth may lease the lands. 

The new canal has created the 
need for bridges to reach the lands 
on the other side. In a small chan
nel for want of proper regulation, 
the water rushes west instead of 
south and north. In SF 51 water 
is on a lower level. In such cases 
instead of regulating the water-flow, 
the authorities exclude the lands 
from irrigation. Owing to the dig
ging of earth for the bank there 
is percolation and water-logging. 
It is difficult to reach the fields on 
the southern side. 'The village i t -
sell is on a low level and so the 
village site is damp and water-log
ged. At present a pipe is taking 
off this water under the road but 
not sufficiently. The whole site is 
mosquito-ridden a n d malarial. 
Same condition exists in Veda-
chinnanur round which water (lows. 
The malaria squad wi l l have ample 
work in this area. A special officer 
wil l lie necessary to decide water 
disputes which w i l l crop up from 
Septemher as soon as water is let 
into canals. 

Alampalayam: The President of 
the Panchayat Board claimed that 
his Panchayat got its major source 
of revenue from the surcharge on 
transfer of property which amount
ed to Rs 4,000 for last year. If 
this is true, then mortgages wi th 
possession and sales should amount 
to at least twenty times this sum, 
i e, Rs 80,000. The President said 
mortgages and sales were common 
in Pusaripalayam, Akkaraithatha-
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pall i , and Karunthattampalayam. 
Applications for loans to Commu
nity Project Officers for purchase 
of cattle, an oil engine, deepening 
of wells, and preparation of lands 
for wet cultivation were made 
many months back without any 
result 

Akkaraithathapall i : The r y o t s 
applied to CP Officers six months 
back for pump sets, bunding and 
deepening of wells, but got no loans. 
As the small canal is on a lower 
level, 120 acres under the project 
do not get water. At Erangattur 
one big ryot has stopped the flow 
in the canal so as to appropriate 
all the water for his land. Two 
such quarrels have already occur
red. Lands ( ' A ' class) have been 
removed from the scheduled area 
of irrigation. Water can flow in 
these lands. Further- 100 acres 
more, paying Rs 2 to Rs 2½ land 
revenue (which is an indication of 
'A' class dry land) have been ex
cluded. In this village I found, 
owing to the lower level of the 
field canal, water cannot reach the 
other side through the pipe under
neath the road. 

Almost all the ryots applied for 
loans, but only four got them. 
'They applied for Rs 500 each and 
got Rs 300 for purchase of carts-
and cattle. They had single patios 
and hence they got the loans. The 
ryots represented that even if joint-
pattadars agreed to sign jointly, the 
officer refused to sanction the loans. 
He wanted them to register sepa
rately their present areas of cult i
vation in the joint-holding. There 
was no difficulty in getting the 
money in respect of the sanctioned 
loans. Some royts would not per
mit the flow of water through their 
fields to others. 

Akkarainemam: Here I saw the 
cement construction to take water 
to the fields being silted. Water 
was taken off by another way. 'The 
construction should be on a higher 
level. 

The general representation of the 
ryots round about Satyamangalarn 
was that applications for land im
provement as bunding, deepening, 
levelling, well-deepening, o i l -
engines, made to Community Pro
ject Officers months back did not 
receive a reply, and that the Special 
Deputy Collector gave very few 
loans for the new cultivators of 
canal lands partly due to the r igi
dity of the rules, and partly to over-
strictness in implementing the rules. 
They also represented about the. 
disputes that are bound to arise in 
the distribution of water. 
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