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V o l u m e V — N o . 4 0 Eight annas 

A n d h r a S t a t e 

A N D H R A S have at last a state of their own. This is what they 
have yearned for, almost ever since the dawn of nationalist 

awakening in the country. That conception of nationalism drew its 
sustenance from the community of feeling that language and history 
could give, but even its earliest expression had not ended there. The 
seven holy rivers, the waters of which were invoked to mingle when 
the devout Hindu had his dip, was also a constant reminder of the 
vague longing to belong to a great land. It gained sharper definition 
and was made meaningful by common resentment against foreign rule 
which was felt every hour and every day. This desire for statehood 
for a people speaking the same language is obscured by the tyranny 
of the English language which identifies state with nation in the 
western sense. No Punjabi, Bengali, Maharashtrian, Oriya, Tamil ian, 
or Assamese, or for the matter of that, no Andhra, Malayalee or 
Karnataki desires a separate state for himself as do the peoples of 
Europe. For in some way, they all belong to the land of the seven 
rivers just as each feels one with all those people who speak his 
language. The ardent nationalist of an earlier generation would have 
been surprised and shocked had anyone suggested to him that he was 
harbouring conflicting loyalties, and that he must choose his allegiance 
for the one or the other. 

It is a pity that the Andhras had to continue the struggle for a 
state of their own even after the country had won its freedom. The 
manner in which it was won should better be forgotten. Faithfully 
reflecting the feelings of the times and the aspirations of the people, 
the Congress had agitated lor the redistribution of provinces on 
a linguistic basis in its early days. It had been the foremost champion 
of a separate province lor Andhra. This the Congress chose to forget 
when it attained power. The earlier resolutions on the subject the 
Congress in power dismissed as indiscretions of its non-age. 
It needed the sacrifice of a valuable life to bring it back 
to its senses. The recognition of the aspirations of Andhras 
has been both belated and grudging. The Government of India may 
yet mend its ways and realise that redrawing of administrative boun
daries on the basis of the language spoken by the people neither 
encourages irredentism nor does it foster separation. What inflames 
both is the failure to recognise and yield gracefully to such aspirations. 

The new state wi l l have to face teething troubles Its politics is 
murky. Though Andhra Kesari comes unto his own. and his life 
long struggle has been crowned wi th success, glory eludes h im. One 
can understand and excuse that Shri Prakasam would be a little im
patient at his age. But the unworthy compromise that enabled the 
present cabinet to take over, the choice of the capital, the uncertain 
future of the Andhras who are left out, all these wi l l continue to 
plague the new state. In comparison to these, the problems of finance, 
difficult for any state in its infancy, do not appear to be so intractable. 
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