
mocratic character of the Consti
tution. That there is l i t t le l ikel i 
hood of Dr Ambedkar's suggestion 
being accepted is a very welcome 
sign of the relative sanity which 
has come to prevail in the country 
on this question, 

Iron And Manganese Ore 

THE Government of Ind ia had 
recently announced its inten

tion to revise the system of export 
licensing for i ron ore and manganese 
ore from the middle of October, 
1953. For this purpose, it had call
ed upon the shippers to furnish 
full particulars of all shipments of 
these ores made by them since Janu
ary 1950 upto June 30, 1953. In 
the light of information so far 
available, it has been decided as an 
in te r im measure, not to alter the 
existing procedure for the grant of 
export licences for the export of 
these ores from ports other than Cal
cutta and Madras. 

Export from the ports of Calcutta 
and Madras wi l l , for the time being, 
be allowed on the basis of past per-
fonnance of the shippers and eligi
ble shippers wi l l be granted export 
allocations equal to 23 per cent of 
their best exports during any or the 
three financial years ending March 
1953. The quotas allotted to 
individual shippers will be valid for 
shipment during the period October 
16 to December 31, 1953. Ship
pers who are able to ship their allot
ment in full before December 31 , 
1953 can apply for additional allot
ment to the respective Export Trade 
Control officers. 

The question is being considered 
of giving mine-owners, who are not 
eligible to receive export allotments 
as established exporters but would 
like to enter the export trade, an 
opportunity to export these ores. 
Mine-owners, who are interested, 
should submit their applications to 
the Chief Controller of Imports and 
Exports, New Delhi, wi th docu
mentary evidence to show quantities 
actually mined, quantities sold and 
royalty paid to the State Govern
ments during each of the three 
financial years ending March 1953. 

W i t h effect from October 16, 
1933, railway wagon allotments wi l l 
be made only to holders of export 
allotments. Railways wi l l register 
indents in accordance with the usual 
procedure and make allotments pro
rata in order of registration. 

" Public Charitable Purpose " 
T H E controversy i n the House 

of the People over the defini
t ion of the phrase " public chari
table purpose" in the Estate Duty 

B i l l , took an unexpected tu rn when 
the Finance Minister withdrew the 
official amendment on the subject 
and substituted another. According 
to the original amendment, any 
purpose expressed to be for the be
nefit of " any particular religious 
community " was excluded from the 
definition. The substitute amend
ment moved by Shri Chintaman 
Deshmukh states that, "public 
charitable purpose includes relief 
of the poor, education, medical re
lief and advancement of any other 
object of general public, u t i l i ty w i t h 
in the territory of India." The new 
definition, then-fore, no longer ex
cludes donations given for the bene
fit of any religions community from 
its purview. 

The importance- of the definition 
arises from the fact that while gifts 
arc exempt from the duty if they 
have been made more than two 
years before the death of the own
er, in the case of gifts made for 
" public charitable purposes ", the 
time l imi t is reduced to six months. 

The principle involved is, there
fore, of wide significance. Our con
stitution aims at the setting up of 
a secular state. It has been provid
ed, for example, that state funds 
shall not be utilised for the main
tenance of any educational institu
t ion which restricts admission to 
any particular community. The 
earlier definition refused to coun
tenance communalism of this type. 
Tha t the Finance Minister eventu
ally agreed to concede the point, 
however, may not be so surprising 
after al l , considering that he was 
making a virtue of necessity, for the 
amended definition, incidentally, 

ensures uniformity in this respect 
w i t h the income-tax law. The 
Finance Minister, however, did not 
yield gracefully. For though he con
ceded on the present occasion, he 
did so wi th the warning that he 
wished to wage the battle " at an
other time and p lace" . 

Estate Duty Rates 

AS a result of an amendment 
passed in the House of the 

People this week, the Estate Duty 
Hill wi l l itself incorporate the rates 
at which the duty is to be levied. 
To enable this to be done, the House 
took the unusual step of suspend
ing the operation of one of its rules 
of procedure. As the Estate Duty 
Bill has already passed through its 
first stage and through the Select 
Committee, the inclusion of the 
rates in it at this stage would have 
implied the acceptance of an amend
ment beyond the scope of the prin
cipal measure. By agreeing to sus
pend the rule, therefore, the House 
avoided further delay in the consi
deration of an important measure. 

The inclusion of the rates of the 
duty in the principal measure w i l l 
not, as has been suggested, put the 
measure outside the control of the 
Finance Minister while presenting 
the annual Budget. The income 
tax rates are subject to amendment 
by the Finance Hill annually and 
the rates of the estate duty can also 
be altered in this way. In the in
terests of equity, it would be unfair 
to change these rates frequently; 
but they should be stepped up slow
ly unt i l they have reached levels 
comparable to those existing in other 
countries. 

Reduction of 25 per cent of duty in case of an estate consisting wholly 
of agricultural land where the principal value does not exceed Rs 2 lakhs. 
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