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Final Cotton Estimate for 1952-53 

THE Al l - Ind ia Final Cotton 
Estimate, 1952-53, puts the area 

and production at 15,678,000 acres 
and 3,050,000 bales as against 
16,198,000 acres and 3,133,000 
bales of the Partially Revised Esti
mate for 1951-52. This shows a 
decline of 520,000 acres or 3.2 per 
cent in area and 83,000 bales or 2.6 
per cent in production. Details 
according to trade descriptions for 
current as well as last year are given 
in the table published on the statis
tics pages. 

Decicase in acreage occurred 
largely in Bombay, Hyderabad, 
Mysore and Rajasthan, due to de
ficient rains and adverse weather 
conditions at the time of sowing. 
This was offset to some extent, 
however, by increases reported by 
Madhya Bharat, Madhya Pradesh 
and Madias due to favourable 
weather conditions. 

The decline in production occur
red mainly in the varieties—Oomras, 
Hyderabad, Gaorani and Southerns, 
—and in the States of Madhya 
Pradesh, Hyderabad, Madras and 
Mysore due to deficient rainfall and 
adverse weather conditions at the 
growing stage of the crop. It is 
significant that despite a decrease 
in acreage, there was an increase 
in production in Bombay, Punjab, 
Saurashtra and Rajasthan due to 
favourable weather conditions at 
the flowering and boll-bursting 
stages of the crop. 

Experience shows that official 
estimates of cotton production based 
on information regarding acreage 
and yield per acre are generally 
lower than trade estimates based on 
information regarding utilization. 
The latest trade estimates place the 
size of 1952-53 cotton crop between 
33,3 to 38.2 lakh bales as against 
the revised trade estimates of about 
36.0 to 40.2 lakh bales for 1951-52 
crop. 

Ad Hoc Railway Tribunal 

The permanent negotiating ma
chinery set up by Government in 
December 1951 for dealing w i t h 
disputes between railway labour and 
railway administrations provides 
that if agreement is not reached be
tween the Railway Board and the 
Railway Labour Federation on any 
matters of importance, these may be 
referred to an Ad Hoc Railway 

Tr ibuna l consisting of an equal 
number of representatives of rai l 
way labour and the Railway Board 
wi th a neutral chairman. The 
Government has now set up such 
art Ad Hoc Tr ibunal . 

It has been agreed that -this 
Tr ibunal should consist only of one 
person, representatives of the Fede
ration and the Railway Board being 
permitted to present their cases 
before him. M r . Sankar Saran, ex-
judge, Allahabad High Court, w i l l 
constitute the Tribunal. Five out
standing issues have been referred 
to h im. 

the following demands made by 
the Federation w i l l be referred to the 
Tr ibuna l : - - -

( i ) the re-distribution of grades 
for various categories of staff. 

(ii) the revised scales of pay in
troduced for certain categories of 
staff in replacement of the pres
cribed scales of pay, originally allot
ted to these categories, should apply 
w i th retrospective effect from Janu
ary 1, 1947 and arrears should be 
paid accordingly. 

( i i i ) the second proviso to Rule 
203-R of the State Railway Esta
blishment Code, V o l . I , as modified 
by the Orders of August 21 , 1951, 
should be revised. 

( iv) the officiating pay should 
be admissible to staff working in the 
higher grades without the imposi
tion of any minimum time-limit as 
to the duration of the period of 
working in the higher grades. 

(v) the orders that in workshops 
leave, w i th or without allowances, 
shall not be for less than half a day, 
should be reviewed. 

Holiday on August 13 

On previous anniversaries of 
Independence Day, workers employ
ed by the Government were per
mitted to participate in the August 
15th celebrations without being 
made to suffer any loss in wages. 
A directive has been issued by the 
Government of I n d i a this year also 
to the officers in charge of their i n 
dustrial undertakings and they hope 
that other employers w i l l also de
clare this National Day as a paid 
holiday. 

M a n y industrial undertakings 
have already prescribed August 15 
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August 1, 1953 
as one of their regular holidays, but 
where this has not been done, the 
Government of India has expressed 
the hope that employers w i l l treat 
the day as an additional paid hol i
day and not as a substituted holiday. 

Social Welfare Board 
In accordance w i t h the recom

mendations of the Planning Com
mission, the Cabinet has set up a 
Social Welfare Board which w i l l 
function under the administrative 
control of the Ministry of Educa
tion. The main function of this 
Board w i l l be to advise and help 
voluntary social welfare organisa
tions throughout the country in 
maintaining and developing their 
existing programmes and to inte
grate them in the general pattern 
of the First Five-Year Plan. 

Japanese Ships lor Indonesia 

The Japanese Shipbuilders' Asso
ciation is sending a mission to Indo
nesia to negotiate sales of Japanese 
ships. Enquiries have been receiv
ed for the construction of 34 ships 
totalling 58,000 tons, valued at 
approximately 10,000 mi l l ion yen. 
The mission was scheduled to leave 
Japan late in July and planned to 
stay in Indonesia for about a. month. 

Indo-Yugoslav Trade Agreement. 

A trade agreement was signed at 
New Delhi this week between the 
Federal Peoples' Republic of Yugo
slavia and the Government of India. 
The agreement is subject to ratifi
cation by both Governments and the 
details w i l l be announced as soon 
as it is ratified. 

The agreement is designed to i n 
crease India's export trade to Yugo
slavia in a number of commodities, 
viz., jute goods, coir products, tea, 
cotton textiles, essential oils, chemi
cal preparations, rubber tyres and 
tubes, sewing machines, etc. 

An increase is also , expected in 
Yugoslavia's exports to Ind ia of tea 
chests, carbon black, lithopone, ex
plosives, chemicals for textile and 
leather industries, pharmaceutical 
products, ferrochrome,metal work
ing machinery and building machi
nery. 

Wor ld Bank Mission for Pakistan 

A three-man Mission from the 
International Bank for Reconstruc
t ion and Development is visiting 
Pakistan. The Mission w i l l examine 
Pakistan's development projects and 
her applications for loans. 


