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Replacing Imported Sulphur 

S U I T A B L E conditions for the pre
paration of phosphate fertilizer 

In I he action of hydrochloric acid on 
phosphate rock from Egypt and 
phosphatic nodules horn T r i chmo 
poly have been worked out in the 
N a t i o n a l Chemical Laboratory, 
Poona. A continuous pilot plant 
process is being evolved for the pur
pose. 

The present shortage of sulphur is 
the main reason for the ini t iat ion 
of these experiments winch aim at 
replacing sulphuric acid. Nearly six 
m i l l i o n tons of 70 net cent sulphuric 
acid are consumed by the fertilizer 
industry all over the world for the 
manufacture of single superphos 
phate. India's present prod net ion of 
about 60,000 tons of single super 
phosphate consumes about 8,ooo tons 
of sulphur, all of winch is imported. 

At the same tune, India's caustic 
chlorine electrolytic plants, produc
ing less than a quater of the. conn 
try's present requirements of alkali, 
generate large amounts of chlorine, 
of which about 9,000 tons wi l l be 
available for the manufacture or 
hydrochloric acid. Many caustic 
chlorine plants in the country are 
not working to full capacity today 
because of the difficult in the dis
posal of chlorine, 

I he Planning Commission, there 
fore, suggested that the problem oi 
making dicalcnun phosphate from 
phosphate rock and hydrochloric 
acid should be taken up in the 
National Chemical Laboratory. This 
fertilize; is .a concentrated phospha-
tic fertilizer, and enables consider
able economy to be effected in 
transport , I t i s neutral and remains 
a free-flowing powder for a long tune, 
and this renders its packing, haudl-
ing and transport easy. 

in another series of experiments 
at the National Chemical Labora
tory, semi-acidulated phosphates have 
been perpared by using between one 
half to three fourths of the acid 
required for superphosphate manu
facture. The product obtained is 
highly effective as a phosphatic ferti
lizer, thus showing the possibility of 
reducing the. acid consumption in 
the manufacture of phosphatic ferti
lizers from rock phosphate. 

Research For Small Scale 
Industries 

In addition to the eleven National 
Research Laboratories, which are 
taking keen interest in the problems 
of cottage and small scale industries, 
workshops and laboratories working 
under the' industries departments of 
various state governments have start 
ed work on the improvement of 
method., and tools employed by 
t he se industries in their respective 
spheres, according to a leading article 
in the March issue of the Vigyan 
Pragah, the H i n d i Journal of the 
Counci l of Scientific and Industrial 
Research. A number of smaller units 
for production and training purposes 
are also being organised in some 
states. 

The establishment of a Mecha
nical Engineering Research Institute 
has been suggested for dealing wi th 
the problems specifically connected 
wi th the improvement and proper 
organisation of the processes used in 
these industries. 

F o r d Foundation Gift 

The Ford Foundation has agreed 
to donate a sum of Rs 1,69,38,462 
for India out of which a sum of 
Rs 60,46,260 has been received so 
tar. 

The Fund, is allotted for the 
establishment of 

Rs 
(i) 10 Pilot Develop 

incut projects 
(i) 5 Training cum 57,72.000 

Development Pro 
jects 

(iii) 6; Fxtension W i n g s 
attached to Agri
cultural Colleges ,., 21,55,000 

(n ) 25 E x t e n s i o n 

T r a n i n g Centres ... 90,11,462 
The amount received is kept in a 

Dcposit Account wi th the Account 
ant (General, Central Revenues, who 
keeps the accounts. The allocation 
to individual schemes is made by 
the Governmernt of India, in con
sultation wi th the Ford Foundation 
Representative in India. 

Pure Nickel Coins 
For the first t ime in the history 

of Indian coinage, pure nickel is 
being processed for coinage in the 
new min t at Alipore which was 
opened last year. 
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Technical Assistance 
Contributions 

The contr ibut ion by the participat
ing Governments to the Technical 
Assistance Scheme is a commitment, 
to provide technical assistance up to 
a specified value according to a reply 
given by the Deputy Minister of 
Finance in the Counci l of States. 
The value of such contr ibut ion pro 
mised by the Asian countries for the 
duration of the scheme which would 
be up to the end of June 1057 was 
as follows: 

India equivalent of £750,000 
Ceylon — „ „ 1400,000 
Pakistan— ,, ,, £161,200 

Betterment levy 
Bombay. Punjab and Hyderabad 

have enacted legislation for the levy 
ing of betterment fee in areas 
brought under irrigation by the river 
valley projects, while Bills for the 
purpose have been drafted In Mad 
has Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 
Rajasthan and Pepsu. Bihar. Orissa, 
Madhya Bharat and Travancore 
Cochin had accepted the levy in 
principle. 

fins inhumat ion was given in 
Parliament by the Depute Minister 
for Planning and Irrigation and 
Power, who also stated that the 
income derived from the few would 
be credited wholly to the revenue.-; 
of the states concerned, though it 
would appear in the administration 
accounts of the project concerned. 

Food For Deficit Areas 
Dur ing the three years 1950 - 52 

surplus States supplied a total of 
1 4,40,000 tons of foodgrains to the 
deficit areas as against a total of 
10,59,000 tons originally declared as 
surplus. 

Protection for Philippine Jute 
Industry 

The Chairman of the Philippine 
Import Control Commission has 
initiated a move designed to protect 
the Phil ippine jute industry. At a 
meeting wi th executives of the sugar 
centrals, jute manufacturers and con
sumers, it was agreed that new con-
tracts for jute manufactures from 
abroad would have to be referred to 
the Import Control Commission. It 
was stated, however, that the Com
mission would respect all existing 
contracts for supplies from abroad. 

The meeting also elected a Com
mittee to formulate recommenda
tions to the I C C on the policies to 
be adopted when granting import 
licences. 

Local jute goods nulls can supply 
about 50 per cent of domestic needs. 

At Home and Abroad 

http://Covcrninc.nl
file:///Iadh/a


Power Supply in South 

T h e power cut in Madras ci ty 
and southern districts of the State 
has been further relaxed, fo l lowing 
improvement of water storage posi
t ion in the three hydro-electric reser
voirs of the Stale, From M a y i , a 
power cut of 20 per cent only is 
being enforced in the city as against 
33! 2 per cent, and 60 per cent in 
the districts as against 7; per cent 
previously. 

This is the second relaxation of 
the cut announced in a week. 

Foreign Businens in India 
Sixty-nine foreign business inst i tu

tions m India have been sold to 
residents and 12 have been l iquida t 
ed dur ing the period July 1947 to 
December 1952. Remittances re
ceived during the above period for 
investment in India amounted to 
Rs 8.3 crores. 

This information was given in 
Parliament by the Deputy Minister 
for Finance in reply to a question 

Indians to settle in Malaya 
The Government of Malaya has 

decided to settle Indian labourers on 
the land, the Prime Minis ter said in 
reply to a question in Parliament. 
Two pilot schemes have been pre-
pared for immediate execution, be 

added; one of these w i l l make State 
lands and the other, estate lands 
available to Ind ian labourers in 
Malaya for settlement:. 

Some progress has already been 
made in three states out of nine. 

Mining Leases in MP 

W i t h effect from May 4, the 
Madhya Pradesh Government w i l l 
entertain applications for m i n i n g 
leases or prospecting licences over 
areas where such licences or leases 
previously held had expired. These 
applications would be " duly pro
ceeded w i t h ", irrespective of whe
ther or not an entry to the effect 
that the area concerned is available 
for re-grant, has been made in the 
standard register. 

Ceylon s Rubber Industry 

The Ceylon Government has 
decided to spend annually Rs 10 
mi l l i on from profits of Ceylon's 
rubber deal w i th China on rehabi-

tation of the rubber industry in the 
country. The Government scheme 
is to replant 10,000 acres of rubber 
each war over a period of five years, 
so that Ceylon's rubber output can 
be increased by 40 per cent 

The expenditure w i l l be in the 
form of grants to be given mostly 

to" small holders. Small holdings of 
less than ten acres w i l l , however, 
receive the largest grants. 

Promotion of Horticulture 

A special meeting of the Hor t i 
culture Commit tee of the Indian 
Counci l of Agricultural Research to 
be held next week w i l l examine-cer
tain suggestions made by the H o r t i 
cultural Society ,of India for the 
improvement of hort icul ture in the 
country on a rational basis. It w i l l 
also discuss a proposal for establish
ing a hort icultural division at the 
Indian Agricultural Research Insti
tute, Pusa. 

As work on horticulture wi l l now 
be eligible for Grow M o r e food sub
sidy, the Commit tee wil l surest the 
hues on which the Stales can, wi th 
advantage intensify then horticul-
tural work. It w i l l also review the 
status of hort iculture in each State 
and recommend a phased programme 
of hort icul tural development on a 
regional basis dur ing the next five 
wars, taking into account the 
research work now being done. The 
Commit tee w i l l go into the ques-
t ion of the State (Governments set
t ing up commercial gardens and 
orchards on scientific lines, to be 
worked mole or less on a sell-sup-
p o l l i n g basis. 
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