
l ikely to do on ly more h a r m in a 
country already ridden by over-
m u c h symbolism. 

The proposal for fixing a fair 
wage for agricultural labour has 
been too gl ibly put forward wi thout 
a realisation of its fu l l implications. 
The problem is one of increasing 
the product ivi ty of labour through 
a change in the socio-economic fac
tors in such a way that agricultural 
labour may command a higher 
value and can legitimately get fair 
wages measured in terms of i ts pro
duct iv i ty . 

The wri ter appears to be uncon
scious of, or, in any case, has la id 
no stress on the necessity of accele
rat ing the evolution in an under
developed economy from the p r i 
m a r y towards the secondary and 
ter t iary sectors of production and 
the paramount necessity of increas
ing the average size of holdings for 
making i t economical to apply 
scientific methods of agriculture. 
He has been led away by political 
idealism which would do no more 
than scratch the surface of the 
problem and direct urgently needed 
attention away from the core. 

A Calcutta Reader 

I I 
In the Delhi Letter in your issm 

of November 17, 1951 on redistri
bu t ion of land, permit me to point 
out an error ot fact . It says Out 
Zamindar i Abol i t ion Acts are meant 
to prepare the ground for a peace
ful transfer of land to actual culti
vators. As early as the middle of 
the 19th century, Tenancy Acts 
were passed ail over India, statu
to r i l y recognising the tenants as 
having a l l rights of ownership sub
ject to payment of land revenue 
whose c o l l a t i n g agent was the 
Zamindar . T h e reform of Zamin
dari takes away the powers of the 
Zamindar in disposal of waste 
lands, and administering communal 
lands. If the abolition of Zamin 
d a r i were to be construed as trans
fer of land to cultivators, then the 
tenants of home-farm lands of the 
Zamindar and the sub-tenants 
under the ryots of a Zamindar 
should have been given security of 
.tenure and fair rents in law. On 
the other hand, all these Aboli t ion 
Acts have purposely avoided such 
legislation' so as to prevent the 
peaceful transfer of land to actual 
cul t ivators! Further, in M a l i a s , 
whi le the o l d Ac t penalised the 
Zamindar if he converted ryots' 
l and" into his private farm, the. 

Zamindari Abol i t ion Ac t has p e r 
mi t ted the appropriation of such 
land if i t had been under his cul t i 
vat ion since 1938 (see 12b. i i i of 
Act 26, 1948) which is clearly con
fiscatory. 

T h e problem is not to make redis-
tr ibution to small holders, if Our 
object is to create larger units of 
cultivation. It is one of anothing 
the holding of land for letting out 
on rent. The intermediaries may 
be paid their fair rent by the State 
as was done in T r a v a n o r e Jenani 
Kud iyam Regulation. The State 
thus removed them, collects the 
rent on their behalf, and pays 
them. Thereafter such lands of 
rentiers may be retained in a joint-
farm, without creating the small
holder problem by granting them to 
uneconomic holders. This w i l l be 
possible in areas where tenants and 
labour want security and fair 
wages but not ownership. In other 
areas where the feasants land 
hunger is strong, the lands of ren
tiers may be redistributed as joint -
holding in a joint-farm is not prac
ticable. 

K . C . S i v a s w a m i 
Director: South Indian 
Federation of A g r i u l ~ 
tural Workers ' Research 
Institutes, 
Organising Secretary: 
All India C iv i l Liberties 
Council, 
Secretary: Madras Peo
ple's Food Council . 

MUST WE I M P O R T FOOD 
GRAINS? A QUERY 

Some points in the article " Must 
We Impor t Foodgrains?" published 
in the Diwal i Number of The Eco
nomic Weekly, need to be clarified, 
since we can ignore them only at 
the cost of miscalculation. They 
are: 

(1) The names of the foodgrains 
included in the cereals and 
the source of information 
especially for the figures re
lat ing to the production of 
foodgrains in PEPSU. 

(2) The connotation of the word 
" Internal requirements," i.e., 
what does it include? 

(3) Out of I2 1/2 per cent deduct
ed for the seed and wastage, 
how much has been fixed for 
seed? 

Jatinder Nath Sharma, 
Board of E o. Inqu i ry , 

Patiala & East Punjab States -Union, 

To the above query, the authors 
of the article, B. V, Krishnamurt i 
and C. H. Shah have sent the fo l 
lowing rep ly : 

(1) The principal foodgrains com
prise rice, wheat, jowar, ba j r i , 
maize, ragi, barley, small millets 
and gram. 

The source of our information for 
cereals is the Bulletin on Food Sta
tistics, January 1951 and for grams, 
Agricultural situation in India, July 
1950. 

(2) Internal requirements include 
the above-mentioned foodgrains. 

(3) Seed and wastage are always 
grouped together by "the Govern
mental authorities for purposes of 
deduction. Breakdowns are not 
available though we would very 
much desire to have them. 

We have applied the Hat rate of 
12 1/2 per cent with regard to deduc
tion for seed and wastage for all 
the surplus States. This is in agree
ment wi th the method adopted for 
overall production by the Central 
Government. We are, however, 
aware that there is no such unifor
mi ty among the different States. 
But in the absence of detailed data, 
ours would be the nearest approxi
mation. 

Industrial Dispute Ordinance 
An Ordinance was pr m u l g t e d 

on the fifth of this month to amend 
the Industrial Disputes A t 1947, 
entitled the Industrial Disputes 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 1951. 

When disputes between manage
ment and labour re arcing the 
general terms and conditions of ser
vice of employees arise in a large 
number of establishments in an i n 
dustry and are referred to an ind s-
t r ia l tribunal for adjudication, it is 
sometimes necessary to include 
wi th in that adjacication even the 
few units in which no disputes have 
actually arisen. Terms and condi
tions of service are of common inte
rest to al l employees in an indus
t r y and those who are left 0ut of 
an important adjudication are bound 
to raise a dispute of their own as 
soon as the terms of the awrad are 
known. The Industrial Disoute; 
Act , 1947 does not permit the inclu
sion of such units wi th in the scope 
of a general adjudication. Power 
has been taken for the purpose 
under the present Ordinance. 
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