
International Statistical Conference 
ST A T I S T I C S is news , in Delhi 

this week. If the ILO Seminar, 
which focussed attention on the 
need to collect data for evolving of 
a rational labour policy, attracted 
public attention dur ing the past one 
fortnight, the inaugural session of 
the International Statistical Con
ference, held here yesterday, served 
to view statistics from the larger 
perspective of national and inter
national planning. P r e s i d e n t 
Rajendra Prasad inaugurated the 
Conference and Pandit Nehru, Shri 
Chintaman Deshmukh and Dr S. A. 
Rice, President of the International 
Statistical Institute, addressed the 
305 delegates from 38 countries in
cluding India on the importance of 
statistical methods and data for 
evolving suitable public policies. 
Rajendra Prasad laid stress on the 
fact that lack of statistics in many 
countries was one of the main obsta
cles to international understanding 
and concerted endeavours. Shri 
Deshmukh outlined the efforts made 
by the Government of India , parti
cularly since 1947. in promoting the 
study of statistics and wished that 
the Conference would help solve 
some of the technical differences 
among statisticians so that a work
able system could be evolved- W i t h 
out reliable data, he said, " a scienti
fic study of the pattern of mutually 
reacting and interconnected social 
and cultural and economic factors " 
would be impossible. 

Dr Rice mentioned three main 
obstacles to a proper study of sta
tistics, viz. : 

(1) Underdevelopment of sta
tistics in some countries. 

(2) Disunity among statisticians 
in regard to the task on which they 
should be engaged; and 

(3) " T h e current atavism in all 
international re la t ionship" (mean-
ing the non-co-operation by the 
Communist countries under the 
leadership of Soviet Russia). 

Statistics today has a two-fold 
purpose, he said. Firstly, it should 
furnish factual data for a correct 
national economic and social policy. 
Secondly, there should be more or 
less an uniform basis of statistical 
collection and presentation of facts 
for different countries for yielding 
valuable lessons for every country 
and also for evolving effective re
gional or international co-operation 
in common tasks. Ha l f the wor ld 

today is underdeveloped and Wants 
capital and other aid from the rest. 
The wage level of one country is a 

powerful factor in determining the 
competitive capacity of the indus
tries in another. Today the national 
economy of every country is vitally 
linked w i th the world economy. 
The national cost-price structure is 
intimately related to the inter
national. When the wor ld economy 
is developing inflationary or defla
tionary fever, no single country can 
tackle it wi thout the support of the 
others. A n d , wi thout factual data 
mere willingness to cooperate w i l l 
only be a move in the dark as eco
nomic strategy should be correctly 
related to facts. 

The success of international 
bodies like I M F , Wor ld Bank and 
F A O thus is related as much to the 
statistical base of their recommen
dations as upon the general w i l l 
ingness of the member-Governments 
to implement them. The adminis
tration of the Marshall A i d , Euro
pean Payments Union , the concerted 
move for the devaluation of non
dollar currencies in 1949 and the 
recent adoption of monetary mea
sures to fight inflation are all point
ers that economic malaise today is 
partly international in origin, and 
statistical and other cooperation is 
indispensable for ordered progress. 

This is particularly true in a 
period of economic planning, as 
planning is, to a great extent, an 
exercise in statistics. A l l coun
tries which believe in economic 
planning and regional mutual aid 
should, therefore, firstly, evolve an 
international method of statistical 
collection and, secondly, close the 
statistical gap in their own respec
tive economies. So long as these 
two tasks remain unfulfil led, econo
mic progress cannot go according 
to plan and a clear picture of 
regional aid cannot be obtained. 

There are still several vi ta l gaps 
in our statistical armoury. I may 
mention the fol lowing as most ar
resting: 

(1) India's census differs from the 
census schemes adopted in advanc
ed countries abroad in several im
portant respects. Often the differ
ences make comparison of economic 
conditions and trends difficult. 

(2) We have now official cost of 
l iv ing indices prepared for several 
industrial centres. They pertain 
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only to the Working c lass group b u t 
these indices are often quoted 
policies concerning the middle 
classes or the agricultural workers 
are discussed. We should have se
parate; indices for the middle classes, 
industrial .workers and, rural work
ers. 

(3) Statistics of agricultural pro
duction are very defective. It is not 
fully realised that the Grow-More-
Food campaign of the Central and 
State Governments arc yet based 
only on " guesstimates". Reliable 
statistics of food production w i l l help 
the formulation of a correct trade 
policy promote better procurement 
drive and conservation of valuable 
exchange. 

(4) There are no detailed statis
tics to indicate the taxable capacity 
of the country as a whole and for 
the different regions and sectors of 
our economy. 

(5) A great deal of controversy 
is going on about villagers' recent 
prosperity and existence of idle 
funds in the countryside. We do 
not have reliable statistics of cost 
of cult ivation to show how far if 
at al l , different land-owning classes 
of landowners or agriculturists have 
benefited from higher agricultural 
prices. 

(6) Statistics of internal trade 
are still meagre and extremely un
reliable ( i n spite of the data yield
ed by the growing State and m u n i 
cipal taxes in recent years). 

(7) The framers of our economic 
plan have no detailed figures to 
show the income distribution among 
different classes. 

(8) Statistics relating to India's 
labour force, its efficiency, mobil i ty, 
etc., are also very meagre. 

If the Statistical Conference now 
being held here induces the Gov
ernment of Ind ia to close the above 
gaps in the near future, it wou ld 
not have been held in vain. 

D.DT. Exempted from 
Customs Duty 

The imports of D . D . T . , the Gov
ernment of India have decided, wi l l 
be exempt from customs duty . 

D . D T . h i s been playing a vital 
role in anti malaria operations in 
State Governments, but the rising 
price of this insecticide has handi
capped the much needed expansion 
of these operations. Representa
tions on this matter were received 
by the Government of I n d i a and 
the State Governments, chiefly 
Bombay and Mysore. 
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