
whereas in 1949 they averaged 
£449. This shows that a substan
t i a l increase in output was combined 
w i t h a substantial fall in the capital 
investment per unit of output and 
per employee. Part of the expla
nation w i l l be found in the more 
intensive use of equipment. 

The decline in industrial capital 

by inflation combined With high 
taxation is a slow and somewhat 
imperceptible process. This is be
cause it takes place so gradually. 
That the process is still in progress 
indicates that the problem of keep
ing capital intact is l ikely to prove 
a most acute one. The eighty corn-

THE importance of exploiting 
marine resources for augment

ing a valuable i tem of food ; apply 
in West Bengal has been apparent 
since the par t i t ion, which shut off 
access to the most productive fresh 
water fishing grounds available pre
viously, ft became clear that the 
total requirement of fish in West 
Bengal, where it is one of the most 
cherished articles of diet, could not 
be met by the exploitation of its 
inland resources only. T w o of the 
biggest difficulties in developing 
these resources were found to be 
the decadent character of most of 
the inland water areas of the State, 
now sought to be remedied by 
means of a number of flushing and 
drainage schemes, and the mu l t i p l i 
city of co-sharer proprictory rights 
in these properties, which frustrate 
speedy joint action and discourage 
capital investment. Legislative 
action is contemplated to tackle this 
difficulty also, but results must 
necessarily be slow to appear. The 
sea, on the other hand, lying wi th in 
80 miles of the sea-port of Calcutta, 
offered a practically unlimited scope 
for gathering a harvest without 
need for artificial culture. The 
fact that this source had never been 
touched before further made it likely 
that this harvest would be abund
ant. It was therefore considered 
by the Government of West Bengal 
that a determined attempt should 
be made to exploit this source. 

* Based on information supplied by 
the Department of Agriculture, Forests 
and Fisheries, Government of West 
Bengal. 

panics estimated that the provision 
for depreciation which should have 
been made in 1949 on the basis of 
replacement cost of fixed assets was 
£427 mi l l ion . The provision actu
al ly made was £189 mil l ion—a 
shortfall of £238 m i l l i o n ! 

At a time when Br i t i sh industry 
is called upon to maintain, if not 
to increase production, the trend, as 
outlined, must have far-reaching 
consequences. Both employment 
and the standard of l i v ing depend 
on productive capacity and the fact 
that inflation is eroding the coun
try 's capital structure cannot but 
demand of the Government the 

Knowledge of the existing condi
tions of fishing in the Bay of Bengal 
was, however, far from clear or com
plete. Sea-fishing so far carried 
out in this State had been by means 
of unpowered country-crafts, whose 
usual range was l imited to 4 to 5 
miles from the coast. Some studies 
attempted in the early years of this 
century had indicated that t rawling 
was possible in large areas in the 
Bay of Bengal in different seasons 
of the year and that potential 
t rawling grounds were to be found 
in many parts of the Bay between 
10 to 100 fathoms. These studies 
were not. however, followed up, 
obviously because the pressure of 
demand on supplies was not con
sidered so great at that time. 

In these circumstances, the Gov
ernment of West Bengal decided to 
undertake a survey and exploratory 
scheme in order to : 

(a) l o c a t e the best fishing 
grounds at the present t ime; 

(h) determine the proper fishing 
seasons: 

(c) ascertain the types of fish 
available- s u r f a e c , m i d -
water or bot tom; 

(d) decide the type of gear and 
craft most suitable for work
ing these waters at different 
lewis : and 

(v) arrange the t raining oi I n 
dian personnel for operating 
the vessels and gear. 

T w o vessels were obtained from 
Denmark in October last year w i t h 
their complement of Danish skilled 
personnel. They were selected after 
personal inspection of ready vessels 

most drastic of measures. As a 
short-term policy, the Government 
could reduce taxation and this is 
what the F B I advocates. Bu t a 
reduction at the present moment is 
most unlikely. Indeed, high taxa
tion is one of the prime anti-infla
tionary measures adopted by al l 
Governments since 1945, and it w i l l 
be regarded as pure folly if the 
proposal of the F B I is adopted. 
The root cause of the problem is 
inflation itself and only if a deter
mined and objective view is taken 
of the reasons for its existence, w i l l 
the capital as well as other allied 
problems be placed in their correct 
perspective. 

in shipyards and fishing ports in the 
United Kingdom, the Netherlands 
and Denmark by the Secretary of 
the State Fisheries Department and 
the Government of India's then 
Technical Adviser on Fisheries. 'The 
selected vessels, which were 3 years 
old at the time of purchase and 
fitted with all upt-to-date equip
ment, were also examined and cer
tified by Messrs Bureau Veritas, an 
independent f irm of technical con
sultants and ship surveyors of inter
national repute, whose services were 
specially engaged for the purpose. 
This f i rm further obtained an inde
pendent valuation of the vessels, on 
the basis of which the price paid to 
the sellers was finally settled- The 
vessels cost just under six lakhs of 
rupees, including the cost of altera-
turns made to fit them for operation 
in tropical waters. Not only were 
these vessels cheapest of the class 
that could be readily had, but f rom 

; the fact that they came several thou-
; sand miles from Denmark to Cal -
; cutta on their own power and have 

been carrying on operation since 
then without having had to be over
hauled or subjected to any major 
repairs show that the vessels were 
well chosen. 

The vessels arrived at Calcutta in 
the middle of December, 1950 and 
started operations immediately— 
bringing the first consignment of 
about 35,700 lbs. of fish on the 3rd 
January, 1951. T h e officers of the 
Government of West Bengal had 
l i t t le experience about arrangements 
needed for sea fishing And i i t the 
in i t ia l stages, work was seriously 
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handicapped for want or a properly 
equipped shore station and berthing 
jetties; of experienced personnel to 
handle f ish in and f rom cold storage 
of the trawlers; of arrangements for 
supplying large quantities of crush
ed ice; of arrangement of transport 
and cold storage of catches pending 
disposal; of suitable marine docks 
for quick repairs and replacements 
even of small parts and of expe
rienced personnel for repairing nets 
which in sea-fishing are often da
maged by sharks, sword fish, etc. 
Even de-icing of fish for weighment 
wi thout affecting its keeping qua
l i ty offered difficulties. A l l these 
difficulties had to be faced and solv
ed post haste as they arose. Even 
in the matter of disposal of fish 
the trade which was asked to quote 
terms for a selling agency proved 
reticent, as none had any idea as 
to what type of fish would be avail
able and how the Calcutta public 
would receive them. T w o trawlers 
engaged pr imari ly on survey could 
br ing in only l imited supplies at 
irregular intervals. Attempts by 
Government to market the same 
directly proved difficult and uneco
nomic, as this involved employment 
of staff for ful l months for a few 
days* work. A party was eventually 
found to take fu l l responsibility for 
unloading, storing, transporting and 

selling the entire catches on terms 
Which were settled on the basis of 
sale prices obtained by Government 
dur ing their direct sale of the 
catches of the first 3 trips, after 
making allowance for expenses, etc., 
which the agent would have to i n 
cur and a small profit. 

Dur ing the last few months the  
trawlers have made I6 voyages and 
have charted a large part of the Bay 
opposite West Bengal and the 
Orissa coast. A number of good 
fishing grounds have been located; 
over 135 different varieties of fish 
have been caught and identified; 
different types of nets have been 
t r ied; a number of Ind ian crew 
have made, considerable progress in 
learning to fish w i t h trawlers and 
in developing the habit of sea-
fishers' life and a batch of fishermen 
has been tried in preparing and re
pairing nets for the trawlers. Whi le 
carrying out these pr imary func
tions envisaged in the scheme, the 
trawlers have brought in so far 
over 5,98,600 lbs. of fish. 

It would be seen from the above 
that the trawler scheme, has so far 
done fairly successful work and has 
shown quite promising results. 
W i t h continuously improving con
ditions of operation, storage, trans
port and sale, the scheme can be 

expected to give much better re
sults, though necessarily, consider
able ground w i l l have to be covered 
before the scheme can assume the 
aspect of commercial enterprise. 
Besides, once the facts and condi
tions of work become known, p r i 
vate enterprise, it is hoped, would 
be forthcoming for the operation of 
a sizeable fleet, thus reducing' the 
present high overhead costs for 
maintenance of shore station, fish 
port and connected arrangements. 

Meantime, the Government have 
received through Government of 
Ind ia a proposal f rom a reputed 
fishery organisation of Japan offer
ing to carry out fishing in the Bay 
of Bengal on certain conditions 
There are also certain proposals 
from the Uni ted Nat ion Organisa
t ion about arrangements for t rain
ing of some officers in marine fish
ing at Singapore. The Govern
ment of West Bengal have decided 
to depute their Director of Fisheries 
Dr B. Prasad, D.Sc , F . N . L , to these 
places for examining the facilities 
likely to be obtained and to nego
tiate terms, etc., in order to decide, 
if the offer is likely to help West 
Bengal in quickening the pace of 
exploitation of the Bay for a very 
much larger supply of fish to the 
State. 
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