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THE CRISIS IN THE CONGRESS 

A D O M E S T I C crisis has been brewing w i t h i n the Congress party 
for a long time. So long as it remains domestic in its incidence 

and is confined to struggles between personalities or groups w i t h i n 
the, party organisation, it is not a matter of much interest or importance 
for the wider public. In a big organisation like the Congress, where 
so many people have to work together, such conflicts are bound to 
arise, and the resolution of such conflicts inevitably entails changes of 
places and positions among the persons concerned. It is only when 
differences crystallise into sharp differences of principles that others 
have to take note. Pandit Nehru's differences wi th the Congress some
times appear to take that t u rn ; appear, because there have been occa
sions in the past when Pandit Nehru himself has placed the issues before 
that august body in this form, and asked for what would amount to a 
vote of confidence. 

This happened at the open session of the Congress in Nasik last 
year. It also happened at the last session of the A I C C at Bangalore. 
Such occasions have been many in the past also, but they are now 
past memories. On such occasions Pandit Nehru has always come 
out wi th flying colours, satisfied he had got what he wanted, and there 
has been, for a time, a general relief that differences had been resolved. 
But only for a time, because the same differences crop up again and 
again, and each time the r i tual is repeated. To make the account 
accurate and faithful , one has to add a significant detail. Panditj i 
loses his temper on such occasions and threatens to resign. The gesture 
has the desired effect; he thinks he has got what he wanted, and his 
amoure propre is satisfied. T h a t he fails to convert his opponents and 
w i n their w i l l i ng and genuine support, that there is no change of heart 
on their part is, however, painfully evident in the recurrence of these 
incidents and occasions. What he secures is not wi l l ing consent, bu t 
an outward show of allegiance, obtained under duress. 

The very powerful weapon he has got, which others in the. Congress 
camp, who may not see eye to eye wi th h im cannot resist under any 
circumstance, in his personal popularity, and the hold he has on the 
minds of the masses as well as the intellectuals, in fact on al l sections 
of the people. The legend of the Prince Charming, w h o renounced 
his throne to br ing succour to the afflicted people, exercises a spell on 
the minds of the people, which is impossible to resist. It may be only 
a myth , but that myth dies hard. M a n y stalwarts left the Congress 
after the latter organisation came under the spell of Gandhi j i , who 
bemoaned that people wanted magic and would not listen to logic. 
But where Gandhij i could br ing about a change of heart, Pandit j i 
secures adherence by psychological violence. T h a t the results are not 
the same in the two cases is wr i t large in the recent history of the 
Congress, and in the more recent developments in the country. 

Can Pandit Nehru be really unaware of the deception that Con-
gress has played on h i m , time and again, dur ing the years that it has 


