
an economic unit . In short, i t 
would not be wrong to conclude 
from the Committee's report that 
the field of commercial aviation 
should be left to a few well-organ
ised companies which happen to 
be controlled by, a few powerful 
financial groups—Tatas, Birlas, 
Dalmia-Jain, to which Dr. B. C. 
Roy is the last to be admitted. 

Among the interlopers—the non-
scheduled operators—is Himalayan 
Aviat ion and the present crisis in 
commercial aviation. is attributed, at 
least partly, to the night air-mail 
scheme operated by this company. 
The low passenger fares fixed for 
the. night service, the Committee 
finds, resulted in considerable diver
sion of traffic from the day ser-

HOW could M r . Winston Chur
chi l l wi th his fifty years of 

Parliamentary experience, deny the 
well-known maxim that by K i n g , 
Lords and Commons Britain is 
godly and quietly governed? How 
else to explain the Opposition Lead
er's leonine violence against the 
speech from the Throne embody
ing the Labour Government's pro
posal to seek legislative sanction 
for enforcing the powers of control 
over production, distribution and 
consumption? M r . Churchil l is 
not the only person who has read 
M r . George Orwell's "1984" or has 
been amused at the distorted ela
boration by the author of "An ima l 
Farm" of the process of "thought 
control" enforced wi th sadistic orgy 
by a "monoli thic" state. 

To accuse the British Labour 
Government of t rying to put 
"thought control" into action or 

'imitate the policies and actions of 
the three states continuously at war 
w i th one another in the Orwell ian 
phantasy is to step beyond permis
sible .limits of political demagogy. 
Yet this sort of exaggerated cr i t i 
cism has been frequently indulged 
in by the Labour Government's 
political opponents. Some years 
ago, Professor Hayek, a reputed 
economist, created a mild sensation 
by wr i t ing a popular treatise on 
the demerits of controlled economy. 
Uncharitable critics had hinted 

vices. Moreover, the intrusion 
of Himalayan A l w a y s into the field 
of scheduled operators to run the 
night air-mail services, cut across 
the lines of operations carried by 
the day operators. The Commit
tee feels that the development of 
night air-mail should have been 
brought about in a manner "consis
tent w i th the pattern of operation" 
already in existence. If the Com
mittee's recommendations are ac
cepted and implemented by the 
Government, one does not have to 
read between the lines to realise 
that there would be an end of 
Himalayan as also of cheaper air 
travel introduced for the first time 
and successfully operated by this 
company. 

that the learned professor was 
unwitt ingly seduced into an excur
sion into political economics by 
the calculated designs of the Tory 
Party. This may be a cynical in 
terpretation, but it is significant 
that the Tory Party has since quoted 
the professor as its economic Christ 
tor its denunciation of regimen
tation in a controlled economy. 

This wider issue apart, the. prin
ciple involved in the Labour Party's 
proposal, as reflected in the King's 
speech, is simple. Whether the 
State should have omnibus powers 
to control and direct the national 
economy, is not beyond contro
versy. But if such powers are to 
be exercised by the Government-—-
and in many countries, including 
Britain, these powers arc being 
enforced by Authority- it stands to 
reason that these powers must have 
legislative sanction behind them, 
and should not be undertaken under 
executive fiat or in virtue of war
time ordinances and promulgations. 
Because the Labour Government 
believe in democratic principles and 
procedure, they are now seeking 
legislative authority for enforcing 
powers now being exercised under 
executive fiat. This is a modest 
and democratic decision and w i l l 
be welcomed by a Parliament which 
has an established tradition as a 
final arbiter against the excesses 
of the executive. 

Thus put and interpreted, M r . 
Churchill 's fulminations against 
the Labour Government's proposal 
would seem to be senseless, unde
mocratic and even unparliamenta-
rian. This M r . Churchil l is aware 
of. And the Opposition Leader's 
acrimonious hostility towards the 
Labour plan reflects his obstinate 
opposition to the principle at issue. 
A confirmed Conservative,' the son 
of Lord Randolph Churchi l l is 
bewildered that K i n g , Lords and 
Commons are not what they used 
to be. Evidently, the Leader of 
the Tory Party resents that King , 
Lords and Commons today stand 
for political ideas so very different 
from those in vogue in the age 
o f Edward I , o r o f Henry V I I I , 
or of Wil l iam I I I , or of • Queen 
Victoria, or even of George V. 

If the Tory Party win the next 
general election, it w i l l not be 
because it or the British people 
pine for a return to mid-Victorian 
conditions, but because. Lord Wool-
ton has kept the party machine in 
line fettle. It is no longer a rout
ed party on the retreat as it was 
after the 1945 elections. Today, it 
is an aggressive party, desperately 
fighting back to come to power 
under the electioneering slogan of 
a new Tory Democracy dreamed 
of long ago by Disraeli. Under 
M r . Butler's progressive economic 
plan, it now boasts of growing work
ing class support. At the annual 
party conference at Blackpool, it 
canvassed the ingenious plea that 
it is opposed to nationalisation as 
nationalisation militates against the 
healthy development of the trade 
union movement and is prejudicial 
to the interests of labour. 

Can it be that experienced poli
ticians like M r . Churchil l and his 
close associates are so out of touch 
wi th the mood and temper of the 
British people as to believe that 
the latter could be taken in by such 
infantile distortion or by such 
fantastic fallacies. At Margate, 
too, nationalisation was criticised. 
The rank and file of labour is not 
opposed to nationalisation because 
it is an impediment to the trade 
union movement. On the contrary, 
labour resents that nationalisation 
has not been used as a lever to 
raise its standard of l iv ing to a 
higher level. Fundamentally, the 
Labour Government's programme, 
as embodied in the King's speech, 
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is a clear indication that Mr Attlee 
and his Cabinet are impressed w i th 
the mounting hostility against wages 
restraint while profits remain wi th 
out statutory ' control. The plan 
announced before a new House of 
Commons now assembled in a new 
House, is an unmistakable pointer 
that Mr Attlee and his advisers 
have accepted the implied demand 
of the rank and file of the Party 
that the Government must proceed 
wi th the Socialist programme even 
at the risk of seeking a fresh man-

Edith Moore in Memoriam 

THE demise of the third force in 
Europe has been reported by 

Aruna Asaf A l i , after her tour on 
the Continent, which could also i n 
clude a visit to the countries behind 
the I r o n Curta in , thanks to a k ind 
word from Jai Prakash that she no 
longer represented the Socialist 
Party. This got for her the visa to 
the Soviet Union , denied to other 
Socialists. 

The Socialists here, however, w i l l 
feel a greater sense of personal loss 
at the premature death of Edi th 
Moore, the Managing Editor of the 
Socialist Commentary. Tha t it is 
possible to live a dedicated life, and 
emit light without heat in the 
midst of all the distractions of Eng
land today, that one can cheerfully 
brush aside the good things of life, 
and work for a good cause wi th no 
hope of a reward—all these and 
more are exemplified in the life of 
a small batch of devoted men and 
women who form the Vanguard 
Group in England of which the 
Socialist Commentary is the non-
official organ. Edi th Moore was a 
shining light of this group, a sin
cere friend of India , and a cham
pion of the underdog everywhere. 

Sardar is 75 

THE Sardar is 75. The sponta
neous enthusiasm w i t h which 

Sardar Patel's 75th birthday was 
celebrated brought out one as
pect of his enigmatic personality 
that rarely comes to light — the 
charm which lies hidden behind his 
inscrutable features and the hard 
exterior. For though rocklike he 
may be, the strong man of Ind ian 
politics is held in deep affection by 
many sections who are violently op-

date from the people. 

Or , is Mr Attlee's decision to 
seek legislative authority for exer
cising powers of control over the 
whole economy a reflection of the 
British Prime Minister's acute 
calculations about the strength and 
position of the rival political par
ties in the House of Commons? 
Encouraged by the victory over the 
issue of nationalisation of the steel 
industry, Mr Attlee seems confi
dent that he can successfully chal-

posed to his views. Of the many 
of the appellations that the Sardar 
has collected during his life time 
—the sledge-hammer, the party 
boss who holds the strings of the 
Congress Party in his hands, the 
iron man who can get things done, 
the Bardoli peasant who has been 
bought over by the Banias these 
are some of the less endearing ones. 
But, as in the case of most strong 
men, children are. naturally drawn 
to h im. And so arc those simple of 
heart. 

At 75 the Sardar is reputed to 
have an iron grip on the affairs of 
the country. This reputation has 
never been shaken by those who 
point to the widespread inefficiency 
and corruption inside and outside 
the Government. But there can h-
no peaceful and carefree old age 
for such a stalwart who has volun
tarily taken on his shoulders the 
heavy burden of seeing the new 
Republic through its first 10 years. 
The Sardar could not possibly he 
at it that long; but let us hope he 
wil l live long enough to pass on 
that burden to worthy successors. 

George Bernard Shaw 

TH E R E may have been figures as 
picturesque, who flitted across 

the world stage during the last fifty 
years or so. but none who held that 
stage for so long as did George 
Bernard Shaw. He lived much 
longer than the span allotted in the 
Bible; for three score years and ten 
he dazzled the public mind. One 
does not even remember now for 
how long he has been a legendary 
figure. The role of the prima 
donna G.B.S. sought for himself 
was neither due to perversity or 
exhibitionism. He chose it deli-

lenge the Opposition on major and 
fundamental issues, despite his pre
carious majority. There is no 
denying the fact that despite for
midable parliamentary challenges. 
Labour remains' in power. I f i t 
could overcome the combined Op
position of the' Tory Party and of 
the City towards steel nationalisa
t ion, it may as well face Mr Chur
chill's latest threat to ring 
the division bell wi th confident 
assurance. 

berately because he felt that this 
was the only way in which he could 
make people listen to h im and 
think. 

That England was amused by h i m 
but never took him seriously was 
among the many paradoxes of his 
life. Both on the Continent and in 
the United States his plays were 
taken up much earlier, and had 
much longer runs than in the coun
try of his adoption. For Ireland, 
Shaw had the peculiar ambivalence 
one has to one's poor relatives. 

According to his own modest 
estimation of himself, as 'a drama
tist, Shaw belonged to the first order 
in the sense in which Shakespeare 
belonged to the second. That is to 
say, he never accepted the existing 
order of things as Shakespeare did. 
His plays were all plays of ideas, 
and lived and kicked about on the 
stage as they had never done in the 
hands of any other playwright. 

As one of the original founders 
of the Fabian Society, Shaw was 
also the unwil l ing godfather of the 
theory of gradualness which so 
damned the British Socialists in the 
eyes of the Communists. A good 
man fallen among Fabians, Lenin 
said of h im once. Completely out 
of sympathy wi th all that is. v i ta l , 
and forward-looking, said Michael 
Foot of h im the other day. A 
staunch supporter of Ind ian aspira
tions, Shaw never had any sym
pathy for those in our country who 
knew the seventeen volumes of Her
bert Spencer by heart, but d id not 
know a thing. Munic ipa l trading 
does not go very well w i t h Rama 
Rajya. G.B.S., who forsook the 
Irish, d id not understand us any 
better, but he remained a friend of 
India just the same. 
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