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H I L E we have a tradition of 
fairs and the better known 

ones still attract people from all 
over India , exhibitions are still 
somewhat new. The idea behind 
exhibitions has not been fully grasped 
yet by those who visit them or 
those who organise them. At sight 
there is little to distinguish the usual 
run of exhibitions from carnivals. 
Wares are put on display more 
wi th an eye to sale than to edu
cate; entertainment is provided so 
that visitors can have a nice time 
and a pleasant evening free from 
cares. But that is about all . Of 
the many exhibitions that are held 
every year in big cities, few ever 
leave a permanent impression on 
the minds of the visitors. 

Fairs of the traditional type have 
shown remarkable vi tal i ty and sur
vive in their pristine glory. They 
survive because they fulfil a deeply 
felt social need. There is the more 
tangible one of selling articles of 
value, ranging in some cases from 
elephant^ to needles. Fairs also 
meet the need for social intercourse 
at every possible plane. There is 
interchange of ideas, an oppor
t u n i t y to see what others are doing 
and how best things can be done. 
For one finds in these fairs the best 
of everything, assembled at one 
place—prize horses and cattle, the 
most artistic of handicrafts, rare 
products held in great esteem and 
really difficult to obtain. Traders 
come to these fairs from hundreds 
and even thousands of miles away. 
They seem to manage to get toge
ther without the benefit of any of 
the modern publicity methods such 
as newspaper advertisements, noti
fications or posters and each brings 
the best that he can produce or 
display. 

Exhibitions have a more recent 
and a different history. The first 
great exhibition ever to be held in 
India was sponsored by the Gov
ernment. It was attended, among 
others, by manufacturers' represent
atives from abroad. Germany and 
Japan had been the two countries 
most alert in sending their repre
sentatives to such exhibitions to 
study the designs, shapes, size and 
materials of the products on dis

play, to gauge consumer's taste and 
requirements as a part of market 
research for which the more ad
vanced methods were not appli
cable. Nor are such methods any 
more applicable today. The results 
were not long in coming. 

In a few year's time, household 
idols of stone or metals were on 
sale in the by-lanes of Benares or 
Muttra, bearing the stamp " Made 
in Germany " or " Made in Japan." 
Al l sorts of fineries came to be 
manufactured abroad in this slow 
but steady process of penetration of 
markets into the remotest interior. 
Those of our crafts which surviv
ed—except the most expensive 
luxury ones, for machines can never 
k i l l art—did so, by coming into a 
sort of compromise. The wool for 
the bulk of the Kashmere shawls 
came to be manufactured in Ger
many, the gold threads used for 
Benares Sarees became largely 
ersatz, the paints and dyes used for 
textiles were extracted from coal-
tar and not from the indigenous 
materials as hitherto; metal utensils 
and brass-wares were made from 
sheets of metal imported in suitable 
sizes from abroad. 

This was largely the purpose 
served by these exhibitions—to 
give an idea to the foreign manu
facturers of what sort of things 
would sell in India and how best 
they could explore fresh fields and 
pastures new. 

That exhibitions can also serve 
educative purposes of a different 
sort, to stimulate the productive 
efficiency of our own craftsmen, 
give them new ideas of designs and 
acquaint them wi th other and better 
ways of doing things, does not 
seem to have been clearly realised, 
judging from what we see. Most 
industrial exhibitions to this day 
are to help the foreign manufac
turers of machinery to sell their 
products. The class of industrialists 
whom they may possibly interest 
are not likely to gain much from 
them for they have access to better 
sources of information and instruc
tion. Few of these industrial exhi
bitions have anything much to say 
to the other sections of the people. 

An important exception to the 
usual run of exhibitions was the 
one provided by a chance collection 
of Japanese cottage industry 
machines brought to India through 
a private agency and kept on show 
in Bombay for a little while. This 
collection is now set up in the 
training-cum-work centre for dis
placed persons at Arab-ki-Sarai in 
New Delhi. The small machines 
which are at work here deserve to 
be shown to a much wider circle of 
people and taken out in a travel
ling exhibition all over the country. 
Though naturally the use to which 
these are now being put rules out 
the possibility of arranging them 
for the purpose of an exhibition, 
the centre offers a first-class lesson 
in visual education. 

The primary instinct of man is to 
utilise to his best advantage his 
own immediate environment. That 
is to say, he tries to use all locally 
available materials, the same way 
as Maharashtrians once excelled in 
sculpture, Japan t i l l to this day, 
despite her industrialisation, uses 
bamboo, and Assam uses forest 
materials in building cottages. The 
art of thatching develops where 
thatching materials are in plentiful 
supply, pottery and clay modelling 
where good type of clay is avail
able and stone carving where stone 
with the right texture is found in 
abundance. 

The Japanese machines illustrate 
the operation of this natural instinct 
at its best in the utilisation of re
sources. There is a small gin-cum-
loom not costing more than a 
second hand car, which cleanses 
cotton waste, dirty rags and bits of 
material collected from dustbins, 
spins them into coarse yarn and 
weaves carpets or thick cloth which 
can be used as a substitute for 
durree or canvas. 

Even more ingenious is another 
machine much smaller and far less 
expensive which utilises fibres for 
making a type of cloth which looks 
like Irish linen. The beauty^ of 
this machine is that it does not use 
any of the commercial fibres. It 
uses instead fibre extracted from 
leaves of trees which grow wi ld 
and have absolutely no commercial 
value. Equally wonderful arc the 
machines to manufacture buttons 
and small articles from the stones 
of wi ld fruits, the hard shell of 
cocoanuts and other substances of 
vegetable origin. 
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One rarely finds any central idea 
behind the usual exhibitions. The 
exhibits are what one finds illus
trated in trade catalogues, which 
have a clear enough purpose, viz,, 
—to sell the products. Where an 
exhibition combines selling of pro
ducts wi th widening of peoples' 
ideas about things or making them 
aware of the part production plays 
in the life of the people, the man
ner of presentation is naturally more 
important than the range of pro-
dues. The Tata Oil Mills which 
inherited from the late Jal Nowroj i , 
a flair for new ideas in publicity 
had something to show the other 
day which deserves more than a 
passing notice. It was a very small 
affair as exhibitions go. But the 
idea behind it was brought out 
effectively. They had sent out one 
of their staff artists to the Brit ish 
Industries Fair to study the latest 
publicity methods and in the Club 
room on the ground floor of the 
Bombay House, Mr . Mani had 
arranged, largely wi th the help of 
photographs, a small show to give 
an idea how the British Industries 
Fair tried to make people produc
tion-conscious. He chose the sec
tion of the Fair devoted to the 
British Steel Industry —not to its 
achievements but to the actual pro
cesses of production from the first 
to the final stages. A series of neat 
lit t le models worked mechanically— 
brought to the view of the specta
tors what may be called the respi
ratory system in Britain's economic 
life. For steel is the basis and 
foundation of Britain 's industrial 
development. The job was neatly 

done. 
* * * 

It should be worth while to make 
us more steel-minded considering 
that steel is the key industry for us 
as well . Whether we want to have 
a centralised economy and planned 
industrialisation or whether we 
favour the highest possible measure 
of decentralisation and encourage 
lighter industries and handicrafts, 
we would need steel in much larger 
quantities than we can produce or 
even import in the present world 
situation. True, a little while ago, 
before the Korean war, the ' world 
steel position appeared to be easing. 
Al l steel-producing countries suffer 
from idle capacity except in the 
years of boom or war. And it was 
felt that adequate supplies of steel 
would be available in the near 
future. Hence the decision to have 

one or two Government plants to 
double up the production of steel 
in this country in the next few 
years was abandoned after the 
Ministry of Industry had the neces
sary surveys completed and checked 
by foreign experts. The reports 
are now gathering dust on the 
shelves in the Secretariat. Another 
factor that influenced this decision 
was that of cost. At current inflated 
prices of machinery and equipment, 
the init ial cost would have been 
heavy. Whle economy and the 
maximum of efficiency must always 
be the dominant consideration in 
any undertaking, costing in this 
narrow sense may be stultifying and 
suicidal when we are thinking of 
planning future development. 

Apart from our internal needs, 
th ink of the future of our trade. 
For better or for worse, whether we 
like it or not, both for reasons of 
history and geography, we shall be 
driven more and more to closer 
economic ties wi th our neighbouring 
countries in South-East Asia. In 
the political sphere, India has 
already assumed the leadership of 
these regions, but her position has 
to be consolidated by developing 
more intimate economic relationship 
wi th all these countries. This can 
be done only when India can offer 
the goods which these countries 
lack. Obviously these goods arc 
manufactured products of which, 
directly or indirectly, in some form 
or other, steel is the basis and 
foundation. We are at the moment 
trading cotton textiles against the 
agricultural produce of these coun
tries. Apart from doubts that 
naturally arise about our abil i ty to 
maintain exports of cloth and yarn, 
at a high level, in view of our own 
difficult cotton situation, closer 
economic relations cannot be built 
upon the blender basis of a l imited 
line of exports. 

But because our natural resources 
in iron ore are not as widely known 
as they should be, because our 
knowledge of industrial presses is 
rudimentary in the extreme and our 
awareness of these things is still 
very d im, informed public opinion 
has not yet gained strength enough 
to bring pressure on the Govern
ment to take up this essential first 
step in our future- development. 
Schemes can be abandoned or 
shelved too easily because we have 
not yet been able to capture the 
popular imagination or made our 
countrymen sufficiently production 

conscious. 
Another exhibition of an entirely 

different type deserves to be men
tioned, if only as a neat example 
of adopting means to ends which 
imparts life and meaning to an 
exhibition. Though held wi th in ft 
single room in the Taj—even the 
Prince's room is not that b i g -
Rachana was a notable success be
cause Shrimati Tagore had not only 
imagination but had made effective 
use of it in organising this small 
exhibition. Wi th in a very l imited 
compass, it succeeded in its main 
purpose of bringing out the conti
nui ty in our cultural development, 
as reflected in our paintings, sculp
ture, textiles and pottery. One 
could see at a glance and take in 
one broad sweep the whole pano
rama of our cultural development 
through the ages, To be able to 
do that is indeed an achievement. 
If only for the idea, the boldness 
wi th which it was attempted and 
the effectiveness wi th which it was 
put across, Shrimati Tagore deserves 
to be congratulated. 

How one wishes that the organ
isers of our industrial and commer
cial exhibitions had half as much 
imagination. 

Provisional statistics of industrial 
disputes for the month of July, 1950, 
now released, show the lowest figures 
recorded in any month during the 
past few years. 

There were only 47 disputes dur
ing the month involving 19,103 
workers. Of these, 12 disputes i n 
volving 4,814 workers continued 
from the previous month. 

The time-loss during the month 
was only 93,045 man-days as com-
pared to 283,955 man-days dur ing 
the previous month and 507,055 
man-days during the corresponding 
month of the previous year. 

Five of the disputes were lock
outs and these, accounted for a loss 
of 37,354 man-days. 

There were, however, a number 
of sympathetic and other strikes not 
due to any industrial disputes and 
not included in the above statistics. 
These involved a total loss of about 
59,000 man-days during the month. 

Strange reading, is it not, in the 
midst of the continued textile strike? 
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