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UNITED NATIONS SHOP WINDOW 
O R E A has been widely held as the symbol of democratic 

resistance to aggression. Tha t is how M r . Dean Acheson, the 
United States Secretary of State, interprets events in Korea since June 
last, There are many disinterested observers who share Moscow's 
allegation that if Nor th Korea is to be branded an aggressor, America 
must also be bracketed wi th North Korea as a disturber of world 
peace. Neither the Security Council's directive to member States to 
contribute armed forces "to repel armed attack" nor the request to 
the United Nations' forces "to restore international peace and security 
in the area'' can obscure the fact that President Truman ordered 
his air, land and sea forces to help South Korea some hours before 
the Security Council arrived at the decision to request member States 
to repel the armed attack in Korea. 

Today, when the military campaign of the United Nations' forces 
in Korea is nearing its successful end, it is necessary to bear this 
aspect of the problem in mind for a proper assessment of the current 
and prospective developments in Korea. There is widespread resent-
ment that the United Nations' forces under the command of General 
MacArthur have done things in Korea which the member States would 
not approve of. Too much is being too loudly talked about whether 
the United Nations forces have legal and moral authority to cross 
the thirty-eighth parallel under the Security Council's resolution of 
June 27. 

Both Washington and London first let it be known that the United 
Nations' forces have legal as well as moral sanction, under the Security 
Council's resolution, to advance north of the Parallel. London's view 
seemed to be based on the sophisticated version that the Parallel was 
an imaginary line bisecting Korea in two and that the Parallel had 
ceased to be of any significance as the United Nations' aim was a 
peaceful and united Korea. Washington's elaborate attempts to inter
pret the Security Council's June 27 resolution to include military ope
rations beyond the Parallel stemmed out of the sober realisation that, 
wi th the Soviet representative back in his seat, Moscow could stop 
any action or decision of the Security Council. That is why. cynics 
wi l l argue, not without some show of reason. America is reluctant to 
make a fresh approach to the Security Council for a fresh directive 
for steps to be taken in Korea now that the Nor th Koreans have been 
driven back to the 38th Parallel. 

Far more significant than the question whether the United Nations' 
forces should cross the Parallel or not is M r . Dean Acheson's proposal 
to clothe the veto-less General Assembly w i t h powers now exercised 
by the Security Council, where permanent members have the right to 
exercise the veto. Equally sinister is the reinstallation of Syngman Rhee 
at Seoul under the auspices of the Un i t ed Nations and w i t h the bless
ings of General MacArthur . Who, one wonders, authorised the Supreme 
Commander of the Allied Powers in Japan and now the Commander 
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