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mittee has already been appointed 
under the chairmanship of Dr . 
Bakshi Tek Chand to go into the 
matter and to make the necessary 
recommendations. 

The Opium and Revenue Laws 
(Extension of Applicat ion) B i l l , 
1950 is intended to extend certain 
ancillary laws tat the rest of India 
consequent on the extension of in
come tax and customs laws to a l l 
States. Four categories of laws are 
being extended: (1) Those relating 
to opium and dangerous drugs pro
viding for unified control over pro
duction and distr ibut ion; (2) Re
venue recovery acts which permit 
recovery of income tax and other 
taxes in the same way as arrears of 
land revenue; (3) The Government 
Trading Taxation Act which permits 
income tax being levied on trading 
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EFORTS for the rehabilitation 
of refugees from Fast Bengal 

appear to have begun in earnest. 
The (Government of India have 
placed nearly Rs. 50 lakhs at the 
disposal of the State Governments 
of West Bengal. Assam, Bihar, 
Orissa and Tr ipura for refugee re
lief. This is merely the beginning. 
The Central Ministry of Rehabili
tation appears to have received a 
virtual carte blanche from the 
Finance Ministry. "Whatever funds 
are necessary for the re-settlement 
of displaced persons w i l l be found", 
the Finance Minister told the Par
liament recently. 

Reports have it that about one 
mi l l ion refugees have already come 
over from Fast Bengal into India. 
The influx, since the signing of the 
Agreement, has declined from 
20,000 a day to about 8,000 to 9,000 
a day. A number of refugee camps 
have been opened in a l l the affected 
States. The Government of India, 
however, appear to be keen to re
duce their commitments for feeding 
them to the minimum necessary. 
The idea perhaps is that if condi
tions on this side of the frontier are 
made much too comfortable for the 
displaced persona, i t w i l l only help 

transactions of other Dominion Gov
ernments in those States; and (4) 
The taxation on Income (Investiga
tion Commission) Act. 

Dr. Matthai stated in Parliament 
that the Travancore Investigation 
Commission's work would now be 
taken over by the Central Commis
sion. 

The Foreign Exchange Regulation 
(Amendment) B i l l extends the 
foreign exchange regulations to 
Part B States. The preferential 
treatment accorded to UK nationals 
in respect of the regulation prohibit
ing transfer of an Indian company's 
control to foreign hands without the 
prior approval of the Reserve Bank 
or advance of loans to foreign com
panies without the Reserve Bank's 
approval, is also abolished. 

swell their number. Thus the State 
Governments have been enjoined to 
limit the free doles to a period of 
four weeks for every refugee. 

Meanwhile the resignation of Dr. 
Syama Prasad Mookerjee and M r . 
K. C. IVeogy from the Central Cabi
net has introduced a new factor in 
the Bengal situation. Ostensibly 
both have left the Cabinet because 
they felt that at best the Indo-Pakis-
tan agreement would work unilate
ral y. Neither has yet propounded 
any alternative line of action. It is 
however known that the solution of 
the two leaders to the Bengal pro
blem was along the line of (a) mass 
and orderly exchange of population 
or (b) orderly evacuation of a l l 
Hindus from East Bengal. It is 
almost certain that Mr . Neogy, after 
resigning, w i l l not exercise the cus
tomary privilege of agitating for the 
acceptance of his point of view. Dr. 
Mookerjee's future political pro
gramme is however unknown. W i l l 
he utilise his new-won popularity 
and prestige in Bengal for scuttling 
the Agreement? His statement, if 
anything, indicates the contrary. 
Political circles in the capital are 
nevertheless apprehensive. 

'Carte Blanche' For East Bengal 
Refugees 
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Appellate Tribunals 

THE Industrial Disputes (Appel
late Tribunal) B i l l which has 

been passed in Parliament provides 
for the setting up of high-powered 
appellate tribunals in three impor
tant working class centres. The 
tribunals are authorised to hear ap
peals against the decisions of indus
t r ia l courts 

M r . Hariharnath Shastri, the 
INTUC leader, characterised the 
provisions of the b i l l as "obnoxi
ous," as there was no urgency nor 
necessity for an appellate tr ibunal, 
since the provisions of the B i l l would 
form part of the Labour Relations 
B i l l which would shortly be intro
duced in the Parliament. 

Mr . Venkataraman, the Madras 
labour leader, criticising the provi
sion that only consultation and not 
consent of both parties was neces
sary for the appointment of an 
assessor said that the right of the 
workers to give their consent for 
the appointment of assessors 
should not be "so l igh t ly" taken 
away. He regarded as "absolutely 
unjustified" the provision authoris
ing Government to reject or modify 
awards. 

An amendment providing that 
where conditions of service of an 
employee had been disturbed dur-
ing the pendency of an appeal, he 
might move the Appellate Tribunal 
for redress, was also incorporated 
in the B i l l . Costs have been pro
vided for in the proceedings before 
the Appellate Tribunal , so that 
parties might not approach the T r i -
nal unnecessarily. 

According to another amendment 
lawyers w i l l be allowed to represent 
parties only with the consent of 
the parties and by leave of the T r i 
bunal. 

The establishment of Appellate 
Tribunals is expected to bring uni
formity in the application of labour 
laws throughout the country. 

New Bills Passed 
P A R L I A M E N T passed on March 

8 three important bills—the 
Indian Patents and Designs (Amend
ment) B i l l , the Opium and Revenue 
Laws (Extention of Application) B i l l 
and the Foreign Exchange Regula
tion (Amendment) B i l l . 

The first is designed to secure 
national interests against any abuse 
which foreign patent holders may 
exercise against India. A Com-


